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TO TRE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
HENRY DUNDAS, 


ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF 
STATE, Ge. Sc. Oc. 


SIR, 


On my return from the Eaſt Indies, in 
the year 1792, I found the following Work in Ma- 
nuſcript, among my deceaſed Father's papers; with 
a memorandum written, in the end of the year 1787, 
a ſhort time before his death, containing a recom- 
mendation to me to have it publiſhed. 


Finding that my Father had obtained your 

on to dedicate his intended publication to 

you; and it being congenial to your character to coun- 
tenance a: work, which has the proſperity of the 
kingdom for its object, I am happy in thinking that 
this Inquiry, whatever may be found to be its merit, 
will ſtill have the advantage of appearing under your 
patronage; nor does it afford me leſs ſatis faction to 


have this opportunity of teſtifying the high W. 
with which I have the honour to be, 


S I R, ? 
Your much obliged, and? 
Moſt obedient humble Servant, 
ALEX. DIROM-. 


Edinburgh, roth March 1796. 
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$00 P RE F A C E 
BY THE EDITOR 

he, r eee 


T. Andear of kd following Work, who lived to the age 

of ſixty-three, devoted a conſiderable part of his time to 
the ſtudy and practice of agriculture*. To a profeſſional know- 
edge of the law, he added extenſive literary acquirements ; 
and, actuated by a ſtrong zeal for the public good, nndertook 


this inveſtigation, which will appear to have been a work of. 
much HITS and reſearch. 


The 5 object, which the os appears to have had in- 
e was to exhibit ſuch a view of the principles and 
effects of the Corn Laws, enacted at different periods in Great 
Britain, as might ſhew that the Corn Trade, both as a manu- 
facture, and an article of commerce, is, of all others, the firſt 
in importance to the proſperity of the kingdom. His ſtate- 
ments, founded upon fa#s, tend to prove, that abundance of 
grain at home, and at a moderate price, cannot be obtained 
by importation from abroad, and can only be ſecured by 
giving ſuch liberal encouragement to exportation, as may ren- 
der agriculture, or the raiſing of corn, the favourite object of 


* An TIT the Author's 8 4 in Agriculture will be found in Wight's - 
State of Huſbandry in Scotland, Vol. 3. page 677, and page 719. 
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| the Corn Laws; as far downasthe year 1774, and the conſidera - 


vin . PREFACE. 


induſtry 3 in che OP Thus, inſtead of — a con- 
ſiderable part of our ſubſiſtence from foreign countries, we 
may, by ſalutary regulations in che Corn Laws, be enabled, 
not only to ſupply ourſelves, but to render our country one « 
the th granaries of * 


; 
2 vs 
# 


Ae neceſſary to remark, that this inveſtigation includes only 


tion of the ſubje& in general, to the year 1786. Since chat 
period, ſeveral flatutes, particularly that of 1791, by which 


all the former Corn Laws are repealed; have received the ſanc- 


tion of Parliament; the expediency of which, it is hoped, 
nay, N M Wilabaks. be alſs judged of from the principles 


1ifgetied in.che courts l eee 


In order, 3 to afford does Publica ed chain 
of information, on a ſubject ſo difficult, and ſo important, the 


— 


Editor applied to Mr Mackie of Ormiſton, in the county of 


Eaſt Lothian, a man of extenſive knowledge in this line, as 


well as in practical agriculture*, to furniſh him with a review 
of the Corn Laws that have been enacted ſince this Inquiry 


was written, and to bring down the conſideration of the ſubject 
to the preſent times. This. has been, done by Mr. Mackie in 


Two Letters, which the Editor hopes will be'found ee 
nn able Supplement to che Work. + eee 33 1 


'* Mr Mackie is 1 author & deo fool Tra the one entitled, Dae 
on the Influence of Soil and Climate, in Improving the nouriſhing quality of Vege- 


tables; che p. td the Landed Imere in Great Britain, vn the 
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F rom My M ackie, Farmer in Orion, to the E ditor, contain- 
ing a Review of the Corn , Laws, and an Account of the 

5 IE! Corn Ti ade, from the periods to which the Inquiry-is brought. ..._ 

| down, ty the year 19935. with Kaner, Suggeftions Hair tbe 
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2 N. e Wh LET YER U. hae 
Contaimng an Examination of Dr. Adam. Smith's . Theory, a. 
the"Corn Tendo an Inquiry inlu the Cauſes & the projents. © 
\* Scarcity, in Great Britain; di Sven, for promting = 
5 | Agriculture, and particularly the Cultivation of the. Waſte 


Lands, and for rendering the produce: . to the ee ing 
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* The Helens to the Rok contains an account of the Exports and =” 
ports of Grain from the our 1785 to 1793 incluſive, 
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from Great Britain, and of the Price of Wheat, from the 
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Tables of the Prices and Duties which et the E Cs: 
tion and Importation of Wheat in England, and in Scotland, 
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A of the Corn Laine: reviewed in this Work, ſhew- 
ing the Prices, Bounties, and Duties, by which the E x- 
Portation and Importation of Grain have been regulated in 
England, and in Scotland, , and in Great Britain, down to 
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"THE CORN LAWS, &c. 
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Of the General State of Nations, with respett to the alimentary Sup - 
port of Mankind ; and more expecially that of Great Britain. 


OAT 


HE ſtrength and power of nations being limited, or cyap. I. 

extended, according to the number and induſtry of — 

1 their inhabitants, the attention of their reſpective go- 

1 vernments ought to be directed to ſuch meaſures as have an ; 
1 immediate tendency to encourage agriculture ; thereby giving | 

riſe to an uſeful population, and enlarging that baſis which 

affords er moſt Tong 1 gpport to maumfactures and commerce. 


* n reverting to che. ſtate of mankind; in the different hin 

I 5 of ſociety, we find that the inhabitants of a country, who ſubſiſt 

2 | : by hunting, can aſſociate only in ſmall numbers, on account 

E | of the great extent of land which the chace requires to ſap- 
ns 
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2 AN INQUIRY INTO 
| CHAP. 1. port a family; and of courſe, the \phputkivicn muſt bear a 
1 8 fall proportion to the extentof ry which 80 * 
EY 
It, like the Tartars ar Arabs'6f olds, a nation be hotly 7 
3 N rd in paſturage, its population will be in proportion 
to its herds, or, which is in effect the ſame, in proportion to 
the number of cattle, which the territory occupied by ſuch 
Nation 18 capable to 4 1227 


: * * — 1 wh 2 ww. 02 S254 


* 


- 


Under mild and talc endes, where Watlkind are part- 
t ſupported by the ſpontaneous productions of the earth, 
and obtain their ſubſiſtence with a ſmall degree of labour, the 
population may be great, but the inhabitants will in general 
be feeble and enervated; unaccuſtomed to mental, as well as 
to bodily exertions, they are without reſources. upon emergen- 
cies ;, their ftruggles 3 in adverſity muſt be weak; and a barren 
ſeaſon will either baniſh or cut off a number of . propor- 
e to 2 l of the mo 3 of 3 1 


— 


* 3 Fo ns as Holland. N Genes, Seilen 
| and other republics, the Hanſe, and other free towns, whoſe 
induſtry is great, but whole territory is of ſmall extent, the 
inhabitants muſt barter their labour in the different arts, or 
in commerce, for the productions of the lands of other na- 
tions; depending therefore, in a great meaſure, upon foreign 
countries for ſubſiſtence, their proſperity can advance by only | 
lo degrees, and their population will be proportioned to the 
ou Pe DF: their manufactures and commerce. 


5 . 
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. lo Great. Britain, and other extenſive countries under the - > 


- 


N | 3 e * ® Vide Geneſis, C. 13. ver. . 6. 3 and c. 33+ ver. 13. 


THE CORN. LAWS, 1 


| like climate, where the ſoil is capable of being made highly CHAP; 1 
productive by labour, but without labour is nearly barren, the — 

exertion of the inhabitants is called forth, and is rewarded by 

abundant crops. The population, manufactures, and com- 

merce of ſuch nations, will increaſe with the induſtry and ca- 

pital employed in Agriculture, and can be limited only by | 

Since the acquiſition of the means of ſubſiſtence muſt pre- 

cede that of the con veniencies or the luxuries of life, ſo the in- 
duſtry which procures the firſt, muſt, in the order of time, as 
well as of importance, be prior to that which furniſhes the o- 
thers, The true riches, therefore, of all countries, both pri- 
marily and ultimately, muſt be derived from bodily labour, 
and the food of mankind, produced by that labour; popula- „ 
tion, and every occupation of mankind, being entirely ſupport- 

ed by, and dependant upon theſe main ſources of national 
W | | a 


It; 18 evident, that a much greater number of people, can be 
reared and ſupported in the ſame extent of territory, by the 
productions of the vegetable, than poſſibly can be by thoſe of 
the animal world. Thus the Hottentots, who lived by hunting, 
having been preſſed backward by the Dutch coloniſts at the 


Cape of Good Hope, have decreaſed in numbers at leaſt propor- 
_ tioned to the territory of which they have been diveſted ; yet, by 
che cultivation of the ſoil, the number of the Dutch coloniſts, 
now comfortably ſupported upon the ſame ſpace of land occu- 
pied by their predeceſſors, exceeds the latter probably fifty times. 
* ſame obſervation may be applied to North rn 

A 2 


* 


vol. 1. p. 334; Hume's Hiſt. Eng. vol. 8 93. &c. 
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Agriculture, or the art of raiſing corn, having increaſed po- 


pulation, and greatly contributed to extend the ſtrength and 


power of Great Britain, it may be worthy of the attention of 
the community, to enquire into its riſe, to contemplate. its pro- 
greſs, to inveſtigate the cauſes of its decline, as well as of its 
proſperity ; and as far as poſſible (avoiding theory) to point 
out to the legiſlature, from the experience of paſt times, thoſe 
circumſtances that have moſt materially contributed to its ſuc- 
ceſs, or to its depreſſion. | IH _ 

The period: appears to be very diſtant when agriculture was 
firſt introduced into Great Britain ; for when the Romans in- 
vaded the ſouthern parts of it, they found the fields. full of 


corn, and the inhabitants in poſſeſſion of trained horſes and 


chariots of war, which they managed with great dexterity“. 


And although the other parts of the iſland were inhabited by 
people, who lived by paſturage or by hunting, and clothed 


themſelves in the ſkins of their cattle, or of their game, yet, 
having been initiated by the Romans 1n the arts of civilized 
life, they ſoon began to cultivate their fields, and to raiſe corn. 


After the departure of the Romans, the inroads of the 
Scots and Pits, the invaſion and conqueſt by the Saxons, 
their heptarchy, and military appointments, were all unfavour- 
able to agriculture; and the invaſions and ſucceſſes of the 
Danes, and the immenſe ſums which they carried out of Tee: 
land, continued 1 its depreſſion f. | 


7 Cefar's Commentary; lib, 4. 28. im 5: 10. Clarke's edit. 
+ Flor. Wigorn. Brad. Hiſt. Eng. vol. 1. p. 123.; Cartes Hiſt. of England, 
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The Norman conqueſt, by the freſh diſtreſſes of war, and 
the change of property, retarded its recovery; and, except in 


- the royal domains, or thoſe of the dignified clergy, of the great 


barons, or of religious orders, agriculture for a long time 
after that period, appears to have been left to the feeble ex- 
ertions of ſuch people, as by their infirmities or age, or their 
inferior fituation in life, were not called for in war. By de- 
grees; however, the Engliſh and Norman families came to be 


ſo much incorporated, that the diſtinction was loſt ; the bold 


and independent ſpirit of the Engliſh Nobles again appeared, 
and the fields began again to receive cultivation. 


It would appear that at ſome diſtant period, agriculture had 


been in a higher ſtate of perfection in Scotland, than it now is, 


and that the country had been more populous than at preſent. 
The ſtraight and equal ridges ſtil appearing upon extenſive fields 
and high grounds; in every part of the country, which muſt 
have been barren for many centuries ; and even the penalties 
in ſome of the old Scotch laws having been paid in wheat, 
ſeem to point out a more plentiful and populous era. 


Malcolm II. gave great ſupport to agriculture; but in the 
year of his death (1034) a few days after the ſummer ſol- 
ſtice, there were ſevere froſts and deep ſnow, which deſtroyed 
the fruits of the earth, and a great famine enſued“. 


In the beginning of the reign of Malcolm IV. a great fa- - 
mine raged over all Scotland, by which great numbers of men 


and cattle were deftroyed}. 


* Buchanan's Hiſt. Scot, I. 6. /ub nem. + Ib. I. 7. 37. 


CHAP. 1. 


C HA. I. 


- 


6 AN INQUIRY INTO 


But whatever progreſs agriculture may have made in Sedt- 
land, prior to the acceſſion of William, in the year 1165, the 
war with England, the captivity of that prince, and the money 
paid for redeeming the ſuperiority or vaſſalage of his kingdom, 


which William had ſurrendered for his releaſe, brought Scotland 
into ſuch diſtreſs, that, upon the acceſſion of his ſon Alexander 
II. in the year 1214, agriculture was found to have been almoſt 
totally abandoned; and the very firſt law, made in his reign, | 


was to oblige the inhabitants to labour and ſow their lands“. 
Under Alexander III. Scotland recovered, in ſome degree, 


its agriculture and its confequence ; but the diſputes that Hlap- 


pened upon his death, and the war which enſued with _—_ 
land, diminiſhed both afterwards: for n N 81 


It is not, Wenn to a very diſtant OTE we weed WY 
to diſcover at what time agriculture came to be ſo far advanced 
in England, as to render ꝛwbeat the chief article of ſubſiſtence. 
This could only be the caſe, when the quantity raiſed became 
ſo abundant as to bring the prices of that grain, one year 


with another, to be reaſonable, and nearly equal. If ſcar- 


city ſhould now double the ordinary prices, it would pro 
duce . dearth ; but if it ſhould triple them, famine would 
follow. Therefore, ſo long as we find the prices of wheat 
vary, ten, twenty, thirty, or forty times the current value 


of it, in years of ordinary plenty, we muſt conſider the cul- 


ture of that grain to have been ſtill in its infancy; and that 
mankind did not-depend upon wheat as the chief. part of their 


ſupport. In the year 1244, the price of wheat was 2s. the 


gt 
* Stat. Alex, II. c. 1. 
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quarter. In 1250, it was at L. 4, 168. equal to L. 47:12: 4 CHAP. I. 
of preſent money; ſo that, in ſuch times, it would appear in 
ſmall quantities, and only at the tables of the rich. In 1288, 
it was 18. 6d. In 1377, it was at L. 2, 48. before harveſt, 
and the ſame year, after harveſt, it fell to 6s. 8d. In 1349, 
the price wWwas 28. In 1359, it was L. 1: 6: 8; and in 1361, 


4 23, the quarter. So late as the year 1557, wheat roſe from 8s. 
2 the quarter, to L. 213: 4. In 1562, it was at 8s. the quar- 
$3 ter, and in 1574, at L. 2, * | 

1 We are diſappointed, when we apply to the ſtatutes of our 
7 ancient legiſlatures, to diſcover the encouragement beſtowed 
3 upon agriculture ; for that ſeems not to have occurred to them, 
E 5 as a matter in any way neceſſary: on the contrary, we find 
= many of the old laws of England and Scotland inviting and 
1 encouraging foreign merchants and others, to import corn 
4 | 7 | as. - | L | . 

3 | The principles, upon which the ancient money of England, and of Scotland is con- 
8 1 verted into the preſent Sterling money, are explained in the Appendix, No I.; which | 
3 2 alſo contains a Table of the price of the quarter of wheat iu England, at ſuch periods 
4 = as it can be properly authenticated, from the year 1223 to 1584., 

1 The authors are numerous who have made calculations of the progreſs of the va- 


"8 lue of money from the Conqueſt to the preſent time; and to aſcertain it has been found 
» bf a matter of the greateſt difficulty. Mr Hume, in his Hiſtory of England, vol. 1. 
p. 228. calculates the money about the time of the Conqueſt at 30 times the value of 
the preſent money. He even goes the length to ſay, that we may multiply the ſums 
2» ; mentioned by hiſtorians, for ſome reigns after the conqueſt, by 100. 
0 8. | | Biſhop Fleetwood, in his Chronicon Pretioſum, publiſhed in 1707, ſhews, that a 
VN | quarter of wheat, which in the year 1240 colt L. 4:13: 9 would be equal to about 
4 q 1. o of preſent money. In 1489 he reckons that L. 5 was equal to L. 40 of 3 | 
"8 money, Or as 1 to 8. 
= The calculations of our Author are "TAY chan. Biſhop Fleetwoods, but, upon 
l + 5 the whole, correſpond pretty nearly with them. They are made upon principles 


K 3H more general, and more eaſily applied than the Biſhop's, and appear, from other 
— manuſcripts left by the Author, to have been adopted by him, after a long and pain- 
53 BY ful inveſtigation of the ſubject. Edit. 
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CHAP.L and all kinds of proviſions; 3.and the inhabitants purchaſed 
9 them, with their raw materials, of woal, leather, and * 
which _ themſelves were then man . . 3 
op was ur foveral 3 pu ek Gm. : VB 
without reputation, and without ſapport. The lands were 9 
chiefly in the hands of the clergy, or of the great barons ; : 1 


they were laboured by their villains or ſlaves, in proportion 
to whom, the number of huſbandmen or ſocmen was very 
ſmall over all England f. The freemen, who occupied farms 
in the country, and they were but few, held no rank in ſo- 
ciety; and beſides the depredations of the banditti, with 
whom the kingdom in thoſe days was overrun, they were 
oppreſſed by the greater legal depredation of purveyance. 
This originally comprehended the neceſſary proviſions, carria- 
ges, &c. which the neareſt farmers were obliged to furniſh, at 
'the current Prices, to the Kings armies, and his -houſes and 
.caſtles in time of war. It was called the great purveyance, and 
the. officers who collected thoſe neceſſaries were called purveyors. 
The /maller purveyance included the neceſſary proviſions and 
carriages for the King's houſehold, when living at home, or 
travelling through the kingdom, which the tenants in the 
King's demeſne lands were obliged to furniſh gratis; and 
the like practice came to be adopted by the barons, and great 
men, in every tour which Of, Wen N to make in the 
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* Vide Magna Gn: K. — — cap. 50. | * 
+ Brady's Hiſt. of England, General Preface, p. J. 8. ae. 125 's) > 
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Theſe exactions were ſo grievous, and levied in ſo licen- CHAP. I. 


tious a manner, that the farmers, when they heard of the 93 


court's approach, often deſerted their houſes, as if the country 
had been invaded re: an enemy *. 


me came to be a prodigious diſtreſs upon the ſub- 

jects in both kingdoms, and was perhaps, for many centuries, 
the chief obſtruction to the 3 and 1 — of 
Great Britain. 


The abuſe was extended ſo far, that hoſtlers, brewers, and 
victuallers, purchaſed the King's letters- patent, of the office of 
purveyor. The exactions were ſo grievous, and the office 
came to be ſo odious, that the heinous name of purveyor, 


© was ordered by law to be changed into that of buyer f. 


Many laws were made for the reformation and regulation 
of purveyance, without effect. The diſtreſſes of the people of 
England, ariſing from this mode of oppreſſion, are well painted 
in one of thoſe reforming laws, 28 Hen. 6, entituled © The 
penalty for taking any perſons horſes or cart, without the 
delivery of the owner, or ſome —— or for * _—_ 
to ſpare them,” 


An higher legal diſtreſs cannot well be imagined, than this 
old and ordinary method of purveyance; nor a meaſure more 
injurious to the beſt intereſts of the kingdom. 


_ * Hume's Hiſt, vol. 1. p. 242. | + 36 Ed. III, c. 2. 
; * | B 
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CHAP.I. _ The practice was not confined to the neighbourhood of the 

— King's houſehold; it was ſpread over the whole kingdom; 
for when ſuch powers are to be ſold, purchaſers would be 
found every where. 


Ir a farmer had an hazardous crop to take in, if he had an 
appointment upon urgent buſineſs, if he had fixed a day for * 
the marriage of a ſon or daughter; it was then that his 2 
neighbour purveyor came, and laid hold of his horſes and | 
carriages for the ſervice of the King, and detained them until 2 

they were redeemed by a fine; and this fine would be pro- | 
portionate to the. anxiety, or the diſtreſs of the farmer ; for 
all ſentiments of humanity: or juſtice were out of the queſtion. | 


* . a —_ 
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ſuch were afterwards iſſued ; but purveyance in other reſpects - 
continued to be executed in its uſual rigour... 
' * | | | . ; 

In the 3oth of Elizabeth, the Commons paſſed a bill for re- 4 
gulating purveyance; but it was loſt in the Houſe of Peers. = 
| . == 
In the following ſeſſion, they made a- freſh attempt to re- 5 
move that grievance; but the Queen expreſsly prohibited them 3 
to meddle with that branch of her prerogative. N * 
The various modes of oppreſſion by purveyance, ſo late as % 


the reign of James I. are pointed out by Bacon, in his ſpeech 
delivered in the firſt parliament of chat . *. 


* Hume's Hiſt. vol. 4+ p. 641. 
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Another great -diſtreſs upon agriculture had ariſen, and 
continued long, in the execution of the office of Clerk of the 


market. 


The Clerk of the market was originally an officer in the 
King's houſehold, who had the charge of the King's mea- 
ſures, and the cuſtody of the ſtandards for regulating the 
weights and meaſures throughout the kingdom. 


But the juriſdiction of this office had, by degrees, been ex- 
tended over the whole markets of the kingdom, and by the 
general inequality of weights and meaſures then in uſe, the 
Clerk of the market came to be inveſted with powers in ap- 
pearance legal, to oppreſs the farmers, and other ſubjects, at 
his pleaſure. 7 


The Crown had alſo been in che practice of letting the office 
to farm, for which, great ſums of money were paid; and, of 
courſe, it became neceſlary to the Jeſlees, for their own reim- 


burſement and profit, to execute the'unjuſt powers committed 
to them with the utmoſt rigour *. 


*The Cutwal of the bazar, or market, in India, is exactly ſuch an officer as is here 
deſcribed. In ſhort, . the peaſantry of that country, particularly under the native 
princes, labour under all the hardſhips that appear to have exiſted in Great Britain 
ſome hundred years ago. This being the caſe, may not benefit be derived, even in 
the government of the Britiſh empire in India, from the inveſtigation of this ſubject, 
ſo important in all countries? And might not the example of our government there, 
were they to redreſs all ſuch grievances, have a happy influence in alſo directing the at- 
tention of the native princes, to objects of ſuch conſequence to the proſperity of their 
people? Edit, 


B 2 
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CHAP. I. Several laws were made for removing this grievance with- 
WY out effet *, until the 16th Cha. I. when the juriſdiction of 

this officer was reſtricted to the verge of the court; and the 
powers of the officer, over the reſt of the kingdom, were 


committed to the Mayor, or other Head-officer of the city, 2 
borough, or town-corporate ; and to any Lord, Lords of : 1 
liberty, liberties or franchiſes, his, or their deputy or deputies, 1 
or agents, according to their ſeveral liberties and juriſdic- A 
tions f. | 4 4 
5 
Theſe circumſtances, however, in the mean time ſerved to g , 
depreſs the riſing ſpirit of improvement; and, joined to the | 5 
general ignorance of the proper methods of cultivation, in- 2, 
duced the landholders to diſuſe tillage, and to throw their ; 
grounds into incloſures, for the ſake of paſture, which contri- * 


buted much to the depopulation of the kingdom, in thoſe 
times, when there were not commerce and manufactures ſuf- 
ficient to employ the hands thrown out of huſbandry. 


Camden obſerves, that after the allowance given to export 
corn in the 5th of Eliz. agriculture received new life and 
vigour ; but it is certain, during all that reign, and that of 
her ſucceſſor, England depended upon foreigners for bread. 
There was .a regular importation from the Baltic, and from 
France ; and when theſe failed, the bad conſequences were 
very ſenſibly felt by the nation. Sir Walter Rawleigh, in his 


: 


* 16 Ed. 2. c. 9.—14 Ed. 3. ſt. 1. c. 12.16 Rich. 3. c. 3. 
＋ 16 Ch. 1. c. 19. | 
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obſervations, computes that two millions went out of the king- 
dom at one time for corn *. | | 


Nor did England ever ſupply herſelf with corn, till after 
the ſyſtem of corn laws, begun by King William in 1688, 
were completed in 1700. | 


In Scorland, the iron rod of purveyors, was alſo exerciſed 
with great ſeverity. Their conduct in early times has been 


traſmitted to us by an act of the Chamberlain Air (circuit 
court) C. 17. 


Agriculture has now become the chief manufacture of 
Great Britain; it is that upon which all others depend, and 
in which many more people are employed, than in any other 
manufacture whatever. TINT. 


— 


The conſequence of agriculture to the ſtate, from the num- 
bers of people employed in it, is highly increaſed by the nume- 
rous and vigorous offspring which they produce, by whom 


the waſte, made in the human ſpecies by every other manu- 
facture, is ſupplied. 


We find no manufacturer returning his ſon to the plough, 
while almoſt every ploughman endeavours to breed up, at 
leaſt one of his ſons, to what-is vulgarly called a trade, as 
giving him a higher rank in ſociety. Prejudices remain long 
after their cauſes have ceaſed; and perhaps this ſentiment con- 


* Hume's Hiſt. vol. 5. p. 127. 
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tinues to be impreſſed upon the bulk of mankind, from the 
mean ſtate in which our early farmers were place. 


By the encouragemenr of agriculture, ' we not only ſecure 
plenty, and moderate prices at home, and raiſe.a new trade 
and employment for freſh numbers of people, by the expor- 
tation of our excreſcent ſtock ;. but we make ground, otherwiſe 
barren, to be fruitful ; and the employment of one additional 
man, or the improvement of one acre of ground at home, is 
certainly of more conſequence to the community, than of an 
hundred ſuch in a colony. 


It is from plenty alone, that cheapneſs and equal prices can 
proceed, and this plenty can only be procured by raiſing 


corn at home.; for if we ſhall depend upon foreign importa- 


tion, the ſupply and the prices muſt both be precarious. 


It is generally believed, that the number of inhabitants in 
Great Britain is about eight millions; and we may ſuppoſe, 
that each perſon will conſume rather more than a quarter of 
wheat yearly ; or of wheat and other grain to that value *. 


* Maitland in his Survey of London, 2d edition, fol. 756, ſays, that the bakers 
unanimouſly agreed, that, including puddings, pies, and other paſtry ware, people in 
London over-head, conſumed 10 ounces of flour each day, which requires 5 buſhels, 2 
pecks of wheat for each, yearly. | 


Mr Hume in his Eſſay on Antient Nations, Edin. Edit. 1) 82, page 235, ſays © the 

portion of corn given every month, to every man of full years in Rome, was 5 

* modii.” This Mr Hume computed at 1 qr. 2 buſhels yearly ; but according to Dr 
Arbuthnot it amounted to i qr. 7 b. 1 p. yearly. 


Eſſai ſur les Monies, printed at Paris in 1746, p. 52, in the notes ſays, It is not 


— 

_— 
"2 ' 
"6 þ Sp 
= 
. FX 
8 1 
9 

= 

"2 
A 4 
« 

= 

-® 
<= 

* 

FR... 

4 «& 
 —— 

2 7 

” 

». "0 * 

A. - 

" 1 4 

= T4 
0 - 
: = 28 * 
FS. 4 
. "7 
2 . 
LS. 4 
+ «0 
_ ($44 
+ » 4 
„ * 

Ye . 
: Ty £ 
« b 1 
2 
U 
5 1 
ö 
1 1 

* * 

* EPS 
U 4 __ 
4 3 1 
"LINA «7 
-  _ 

14 
7 
* 

* 


2 


8 18 VEN ** . 
Ot, ARTS. 


2” 


6 8 * f 
= 1 * 5 0 5 = 
© e q 4. ut * CT 
* * 9 I 4 
e Ws FR a, 2 
> "> $ A : v4 Th 2 
* . ON, * 4% * 


; 
* 


N 2 
N 


1 
6 r 
Coo dba 7 

8 Ox 
* . 32 — 


+ © 
I T5 
\ As. 


2 


r 
„ 
- 8 42 * 


THE CORN LAWS. 15 

Wheat is double the value of the inferior grain over-head “. 
To avoid multiplicity of computations, we ſhall rank malt as 
barley, and throw, upon the general. conſumption of the 
people, the grain conſumed by horſes not employed in agri- 
culture, and by hogs, poultry, ſtarchmakers, &c. ; and when 
it is conſidered that a great number of the people live chiefly 
upon the inferior grain, we cannot, under all theſe circum- 


ſtances, appropriate leſs than two quarters of the ſeveral ſorts 
of grain over-head, to the conſumption of each perſon, upon 


% 


thought too high an eſlimation of the conſumption of men, one with the other, to 
© rate it at 3 ſetiers a year; if there are thoſe that eat leſs, there are a great many 
© who conſume more.“ Three ſetiers are equal to 1 qr. 4b. 3 p. London meaſure. 
Corn Tracts, p. 188. 190. 


Our ſoldiers when encamped, and priſoners of war, are allowed a pound and a 
half of brown bread, each day, which is equal to g buſhels of wheat yearly. 


In the royal hoſpitals of Chelſea and Greenwich, the allowance is one pound a day, - 


of wheaten bread, which is ſaid to go farther than a larger quantity of brown 
bread, which requires 7 buſhels of wheat yearly. 


Theſe computations are made from wheat of the beſt quality. 


People who labour hard, and who form the larger part of the community, will 


conſume more than either of thoſe portions; and the wefker that any grain is, it 
will require the greater quantity of it for ſuſtenance. 


Wheat, as the ſuperior, commands in a great meakure. in all ſeaſons, the value or 
price of the inferior grain; and as its proportional value to the latter can be aſcer- 
tained with certainty, we have made choice of the ſuperior grain fingly, as the foun- 
dation of our computations in the preſent work. 


Add to this that we could not find ſo many authentic proofs of the prices of the 
inferior grain, at diſtant periods, as of wheat ; and that the different kinds of inferior 
grain, were not always comprehended in the ſame law, the calculations will be in- 
finitely more comprehenſible, when made from one object or datum, inſtead of ſeven 
or eight. 


* -Vide Explanatory Table, Appendix, No 8. art. 6. 
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an average yearly, for bread, beer, ſpirits, &c. and of courſe 
the conſumption of 8 millions of people, will be 16 millions 
of quarters of the ſeveral kinds of grain over-head yearly. 


It will be aſcertained that, for many years, Great Britain 
exported about 850,000 quarters of grain yearly; and we 
may therefore conclude, that, in thoſe years of proſperity, corn 
ſufficient was raiſed to ſupport the inhabitants for near 14. 


months, beſide the ſeed to be ſown, at the rate of ſomewhat 


more than 1,300,000 quarters monthly ; for it may be admit- 
ted, that at leaſt one month's provifion muſt be kept on and 


to bring in the new crop. ; 


But even in ſach years, the produce is ſo nearly balanced 


by the conſumpt at home, that, independent of bad ſeaſons, 
if by any miſtake, or miſapplication of the laws, the hand of 
labour ſhould, in a ſmall degree, be withdrawn from agricul- 
ture, the conſequences would be dreadful. From the ſtrength 
of our commerce, we might ward off the blow for a ſhort 
time, by the importation of foreign grain; but while that 
would impoveriſh us by the payment of the price, it would 
increaſe our wants, by trenching upon the remains of our 
own agriculture. 


Yet if the people can be plentifully and cheaply ſupported, 
and even the exportation mentioned kept up, it would be a 
vaſt addition to the wealth and reſources of the kingdom ; but 
if, by any encouragement that the law can give, corn could 


be yearly raiſed ſufficient for 15 months proviſion to the in- 
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habitants, an exportation of a million and a half of quarters 
of grain, in years of ordinary plenty might be kept up, which 
would be equal to a tenth part of the whole exports of the 
kingdom: an immenſe fund of riches, and of employment to 
numbers of people, more than at preſent exiſt in Britain would 
from thence enſue; and the importation of foreign grain 
would always be unnecellary, unleſs after ſome extremely 
barren ſeaſon. 


- Importation of foreign grain, although at ſome times ne- 
ceſſary, is at all times ruinous, by the check it gives to our 
agriculture, and ſhould never be admitted but from neceſſity, 
and with great circumſpection. In that event the prices muſt 
be high, and the market precarious; becauſe our ſupply then 
depends upon the judgment, perhaps the caprice of other people; 
and added to the prime coſt and freight, &c. we are ſubjected 
to the payment of ſuch taxes, as the prince from whoſe ports 
we are to be ſupphed, ſhall be pleaſed to put upon it; and 
which may poſſibly be increaſed in proportion to our neceſſi- 
ties. Beſides, by importation, we employ the lands and la- 
bour of other nations, at the expence of yielding ſo much of 
our own, and ſo far we cut off our own reſources. 


In every country, the quantity of ſeed ſown, will always 

be proportioned to the uſual demand for the crop ; and a na- 

tion accuſtomed to raiſe more corn than it conſumes, and to ex- 

port the excreſcence, will ſeldom feel ſcarcity or high prices; 

becauſe a ſhort crop, which in other ſituations might be hurt- 
GC 
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ful, will generally afford a ſufficient ſupply for home con- 
ſumption, although exportation muſt ſtop. 


' - All nations who have hands ſufficient for the purpoſe, wiſh 
to keep their raw materials at home, to be wrought up by 
their own people, and to allow a free trade of the goods manu- 
fatured. |, 


When 100 people are employed upon the ſame ſubject, if 
10 of them are ſufficient for one branch of it, and go are 
required for the other, we may in general ſuppoſe the firſt. 


to be the raw material, and the other the manufacture. 


Corn being entirely the produce of labour, the land upon 


which it grows may be ſaid to be the raw material, and of 
loo people employed in bringing corn from the ſeed to the oven 


or ſtill, more than go are engaged in. bringing it to market- 
able grain; after which, fewer people are employed in it, than 


are neceſſary to cut and few up the woolen and. linen cloths, 
after they have received the laſt hand of the manufacturer; 


ſo that corn, when brought to be dreſſed grain, is a finiſhed 


manufacture in every ſenſe of the word. 


The generality of other manufactures are arbitrary, and 
may be taken up or laid down at pleaſure, poſſibly without 
much detriment to the nation; but agriculture muſt be ſup- 
ported, as it is the hinge upon which both our lives and actions 
turn, and the ultimate and only certain reſource of the ſtate, 


both for men and for money. 


1 
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Almoſt every other Aümüflchüre, may be admitted to a free 


CHAP. I. 


trade; but, as the trade of corn muſt at all times be limited WII" 


by, and ſubſervient to the neceſſities of the ſtate, it requires 
the attention of a careful and foſtering parent. Our agricul- 
ture ought therefore to be guarded by the wiſeſt laws, and 
the ſtricteſt execution of them, as the only certain means of 
employing the greateſt number of people, and conſequently 
of increaſing our population; and it is the better entitled to 
this attention, that the farmer and the landholder pay a full 
Proportion of all taxes impoſed, for promoting and protecting 
the ſale of our other manufactures, both at home and abroad, 
as well as for the growth of corn at home. : 


It is not eaſy to aſcertain, with certainty, the number of 
people employed in the raiſing, manufacturing, tranſporting, 
and ſale of corn; but it may be computed with a great degree 
of probability. | 

It is imagined that a farm, from which 100 quarters of 
grain, of the ordinary production of the county in which it 
is ſituated, can be ſold yearly, (after maintaining the farmer's 


family, ſupporting his cattle, &c. and ſowing the ground for 


another crop), will employ, at an average, 12 people, old and 
young *, 


* It is ſuppoſed that the farmer's family conſiſts of himſelf, his wife, and three 


children at a medium; that he acts as overſeer, that his wife manages the dairy, and 
that they employ, | | 


2 men ſervants, 
1-maid ſervant, 


2 
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Har. I. In larger farms, where the ſoil is good, and the climate fa- 
SY yourable, fewer people will be required; and when the farms 
. are ſmaller, or the ſoil and climate leſs fayourable, more will 
proportionally be neceſſary. | 


2 
„ | \ | _ 
= * . : "= 
. - 5112 . p I "WM 
2 
3 


To raiſe 13 millions of quarters of grain for fale, would, 


according to the above calculation, require the labour of 
1,560,000 people, old and young; and their maintenance, at 7 
| . . = 
the rate of two. quarters to each perſon, being added to that "= 


quantity, will make up the general as comme of 16 
millions of quarters. | M 


But beſide the farmers, who raiſe grain for ſale, (without A 
including millers, mealmen, factors, and others employed en- 2 
tirely in the corn trade), there muſt be at leaſt two hundred A 


thouſand families of cottagers in Great Britain, who raiſe as 2A 
much corn as ſerves their own families only, and whoſe land- NY 
rents are paid by other branches of their induſtry ; and allow- = 
ing 5 to each of their families, there cannot in all be fewer * 
x hind or labourer. for threſhing corn, &c, and. "= 

2 children to tend the leſſer animals. 2 

The cattle and live · lock neceſſary for work, or to be reared for brot, * be con- 7 
ſidered to conſiſt of at leaſt, 9 
4 work horſes, and a riding horſe, or 9 

8 oxen in place of the 4 horſes, for work; , iS 

6 cows and their production for three years, and about 9 | 

50 ſheep ; and that the farm will beſides feed 3 

8 hogs and two breeders, with poultry, &c..- "4 4 3 

: uy * $ 2 4 | 
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than two millions and a half of n nend in huſ- 
bandry. | 


Deducting 5 millions of quarters of grain, for the main- 
tenance of the farmers and cottagers (at the rate of two quar- 
ters to each perſon), from the 16 millions of quarters, which 
we have reckoned to be the quantity required for the general 
conſumpt of the kingdom, there remains 11 millions of quar- 
ters of grain, which is to be conſidered as the produce of the 
lands, after ſupporting the people and cattle employed in raiſing 
the corn, and ſowing the. ground; or, in other words, a 
quantity equal to the conſumpt of the 5 millions and a half 
of people, who are not employed in huſbandry. 


But it is to be obſerved, that the 11 millions, of quarters 
of grain, are raiſed by the million and a half of farmers; for 
the cottagers, raiſing only as much grain as will ſupport their 
own families, come not into the computation; ſo that every 
perſon, old and young, employed in huſbandry, as a trade or 
manufacture, is ſuppoſed to raiſe as much corn as will main- 
tain. himſelf, and nearly four other perſons, after ſupporting 
the ſtock upon the farm, and labouring and ſowing che ground 
for another crop. 


We have taken up this calculation, as is already ſaid, from 
che generally received opinion, that there are 8 millions of 
people in Great Britain; but we are apt to believe that the 
Population conſiderably exceeds that number. 


CHAP. I. 
_— —— 


A* p 1 ro 


CHAP; l Ak chis be the caſe; we do not pretend: to alter the computa- 


A 29 by ſay ing, chat every perſon, old and young, employed 

N in agriculture” as à ſcience or trade, could raiſe, upon an 
average, more grain than would ſupport A other | perſons be- 
ſides himſelf, after defraying che other neceſſities of the farm; 
for we believe that if 48 or 50 people, old and young, in pro- 
portion to the raiſers, were to be billered upon ſuch a farm 
24s we have mentioned, they and the people upon the farm 
would find full uſe for all the productions of 1 58 OT TT 
KA 3 1185 e 


* 
IS N. 


But if . are more . che cabins of die corn- 
* will be more alſo, in proportion to the number of the 
other members of the community, which will make no dif- 
Ference in the other parts of che calculation; and from every 
conſideration we have had in view, and every judgment we 
can form, we are apt to imagine that there are at leaſt 2 mil- 

lions of people, old and young, employed in agriculture in 
"Great Britain, beſide the cottagers; and that the numbers of 
the other branches of the community are in proportion. This 


would make the * of che 8 amount to about 
11 millions. 


C 


In ſtating this number, we have, among other conſide- 


-rations, taken the taxes or public revenue, under review, 
amounting to 13 millions of pounds Sterling, all which muſt 
be raiſed from the * of the people at large *; for thoſe 


„This was written in the year 1786, when the public revenue rather exceeded fifteen 
millions. Edi. | 
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ployment, are not ſubjected to bodily labour, although equally 
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CHAP. I. 
LY = md” 


parts of the community, who, by their birth, fortune, or em- 


neceſſary in ſociety, are not very conſiderable in number, When 
compared wich the great body of the people. 
* : | 


Fifteen millions of, pounds, to be paid yearly by eight 
millions of people, would amount ro 37s. 6d. each perſon, - 
or L. 9 : 7: 6 out of each family, ſuppoſed to confiſt of five 
perſons, which would appear rather impoſſible to be borne; 
but divided among 11 millions, it will only affect each about 
23s. 6d. per annum, or L. 5: 15s. from each family, which is. 


more likely to be the caſe. 


p 


- 


It has been ſaid, that the land tax, the window tax, the tax 
upon carriages, &c, do not affect induſtry ; but that is with- 
out foundation: For land, without the induſtry of people, : 
would be of little or no comparative value; nor is it of any 
conſequence: whether the landlord: or the tenant pays the land 
tax: For if it be paid by the tenant, he will pay proportion- 
ably leſs rent; and without the induſtry of the people, there 
would be neither cultivated land, nor windows, nor carriages 
to pay taxes. Every public burthen muſt be paid out of the 
common. ſtock: of induſtry, although ſome of the taxes may. 
affect one claſs of people more than another. | 


In the unimproved ſtages of ſociety, there was no occaſion 
for public taxes; becauſe every member of the community 


contributed perſonally, both to public and private defence and 
accommodation. | . 


chf I. 
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There are but four decupations natural to mankind, hunt 


ISS 


ing, fiſhing; paſturage, änd war for defence or retaliation; 3 
for agriculture ib a trade or anenckure and has been w- : 
N oy” art. ce ors oc wits. ﬆ: retour | 
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The Pers Wh were at the Head! of thoſe gens 


were the makers of their on inſtruments, as well as the uſers 
of them; their children and relations were allowed to parti- 
cipate in their toils and in their pleaſures, but thoſe who ſerved . 
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tion, but ſlavery is not neceſſary; on the contrary, every per- 
ſon is free} and a uſeful member of the ſociety in his vocation, 
whatever it . "0 FINE as "Ie" conforms app to 2 rules * 
ner 15 a Sad. 15 SDL nao 
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Men er peer biretz forte; or merit, come naturally 


to be employed in the political Tine or department of govern- 


ment; the farmer raiſes bread for the community; the ſailor 
and" ſoldier defend it; the manufacturer, aſſiſted by the la- 


bourer, Works up its raw materials; che artiſari by the diviſion 


af labour, and the application of the mechanic arts, gives aſſiſt- 


ance to both; the merchant facilitates the exchange of its 


commodities with thoſe of other nations: e "this 1 e part 


of che . Net. 
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Fore few exceptions, reculiied the full protection of the laws, CHAP: I. 

If from the exports of grain from England and from Scotland, 2 | 
during that time*, we may judge of the comparative quantities 
raiſed in each of the kingdoms, which may poſſibly not be an 
improper rule, we ſhall find that England produces 1 5 times as 
much corn as Scotland; that, in general, the crops of England 
conſiſt of , of wheat, and 3 of inferior grain; and that 
the crop of Scotland has only of wheat, and 27 of inferior 
grain f. In England the prevailing crop appears to be wheat 

and barley ; and in Scotland barley and oats. 


During the above proſperous period, the average exporta- 
tion from Great Britain for 10 years, from 1740 to 1750, was 
848,660. quarters yearly. In 1750 above a million and a half 
of quarters were exported z and, for ſeveral other years, the 


@ Vide Appendix, No 3. | : 


+ From the Reports of the rents or revenue of the biſhopricks and religious houſes in 
Scotland, ſo far as they were payable in grain, made up after the Reformation in the 
year 1562, which have been very carefully collected by Maitland, in his Hiſtory of 
Scotland, it appears, that the quantity of grain amounted to 5078 bolls of wheat, 

and 64,655 bolls of inferior grain. Theſe proportions would point out the crop of 

Scotland to conſiſt of about Ir of wheat, and 4+ of inferior grain. But if it be con- 

- fidered that the rents of "S, clergy were, in . of the better kind of grain, 
and that the exportation from Scotland was chiefly of the inferior grain; if we take 
the medium of the proportions of the grain paid to the clergy, and of that exported, 


we may with great probability conclude that, in general, the crop of ſuch land con- 
Lilts of r of wheat, and 3+ of inferior grain. 


But again, taking the quality of the crop of both kingdoms under review, and com- 
Puting the quarter of wheat at 40s. and that of the inferior grain, over-head at 20s. ; 
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CHAP. I. 8 importation was above a million of quarters. The ave- 


rage exportation for 50 years, from 1710 to 1760, was near 
boo, ooo quarters yearly * ; and in the courſe of thoſe years it 
TH be found, that he prices of gram. gradually. fell as exporta- 
tion increaſed; and roſe again as ——_— decreaſed, and as. *. 
importation * foreign grain took . . 


we ſhall find, that i in England we Wer ter of grain, Rr is worth 185 and in 
Scotland only 21s. 4d. 1 fo that i in point of quality the crop of England is about 4 
of more value than that of Scotland 3 and being 15-times more in quantity, the crop - 
of that kingdom may be. even 19 times the value of that of Scotland. 


So powerfully and ſteadily do climate and ſoil operate, that the ſpecies of avi. 
payable to the clergy of old, points out the general ſtate of the crop of the ſeveral. 
diſtricts in Scotland at this day. Only, in examining this point; it muſt be attended to, 
that the Archbiſhoprick of St Andrew's comprehended all the territory ſouth of the 
Forth, which was afterwards, in the year 1633, erected into the Biſhoprick of Edin- 
burg. | | | * 
» ? Vide Appendix, No 2. 

+ Vide Appendix, No 4. & 5. | 
''$ n RIND I No. 6. Art. 8. 


THE CORN LAWS. by 


CHAP. II. 


o the aſt and ſec of the ſeveral Corn Laws of Great Britain, 
. to the Revolution in the year 1688. 


R ſeveral centuries after the Conqueſt, in order to main- 
tain the laws of England, in force, it was thought neceſ- 
ſary to renew, or to confirm them, upon the acceſſion of every 
new ſovereign. The laws themſelves too, though generally 
made with great care and attention, receiving but little ſup- 
port from the executive power, fell often into diſuſe. 


This accounts for the numerous confirmations of the Great 
Charter, and the frequent re-enactions of the ſame laws on 


found Nan the ſtatute- book. 


In thoſe times, the rents of lands, poſſeſled by tenants or 
farmers, were chiefly payable in corn or cattle, or other pro- 


D 2 


this and other ſubjects, without any freſh * to be 


CHAP. II. 
— 


CHAP. II. 


1360. 


* 


uf  _. a INQUIRY INTO 


ductions of the ſoil. The rules by which the rents were re- 
ceived, were very irregular; the meaſures of grain varied, 


they were taken heaped, and 9 buſhels were generally taken 


for the quarter. 


bh 


- — 


5 


By the Great Ge of King John and Heary uM, often 
confirmed by ſucceeding kings and parliaments, one weight 
and one meaſure had been appointed to be uſed over all Eng- 
land, but with very little effect. Of this we have ſufficient 
evidence from an act of the 25 Ed. III. by which the weights 
and meaſures were again attempted to be regulated ; and by 
which 8 buſhels ſtricken, and no more, were appointed to be 
received for the quarter of grain, * But /aving the rents and 
6 farms, and all manner of franchi ifer, of the bords. why With fue ſu 
reſervations it is not to be expected that the law could have 
woe Fre e e | e 

T ene ene GATED ah det} +5 

Under ſuch as with the oppreſſion of purveyante, 

and the depreſſed ſituation in life, wherein the farmers were 


placed, it is not to be wondered that agriculture languiſhed, 
and that a numerous ny gr yy 0 foreign — 


vitons for their apron 26: i 1364 bn 25 


* : ” * 
* w- 4 „ * 71 : þ : 7 * - | "% 'F \ ; h 2 : 1 ** 
1 


It Would be an aſcleſs 11 * aitigrecable labour, again 
to harrow up the laws, and the habits, which checked the 
productions of our” on fields, and made foreign proviſions 
neceſſary. We ſhall now, with pleaſure, leave them be- 
hind us, to enter en a more agreeable inveſtigation, and 
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| endeavour to trace the ſteps by which agriculture emerged. 8 


from obſcurity, and roſe to be the firſt pillar of the ſtate. 


( 


But before entering particularly into the corn laws; as 
foreſtallers, regrators, and ingroſſers, are frequently mention- 
ed, it may be neceſſary to make the reader acquainted with 
them. 255 


For many years after the Conqueſt, the greateſt part of the 


trade or buſineſs of England, was carried on in markets and 


fairs; and a very conſiderable part of the revenue of the crown 
aroſe from the duties payable to the king upon the goods 
brought to them for ſale #®. The barons had alſo tolls at the 


fairs within their reſpective juriſdictions, 


When the farmers and merchants were bringing their corn, 
and other neceſſaries, to be fold at the markets and fairs, 
people met them by the way, and purchaſed their proviſions, 


in order to retail them at a higher price. By theſe means 


the king and the lord of the manor. loſt the ſeveral duties 
payable to them, and the price was raiſed upon the inhabi- 
tants, by leſſening the quantity of proviſions brought to mar- 
ket. Such were the original forcſtallers, and thus both pu- 
blic and private intereſt were united againſt them, and ſevere 
penalties were laid upon the practice f. 


* Hume, vol. 1. p. 414. 
+ Ord. for Bakers incert. temp. c. 10. 25 Ed. 3. ſt. 4. c. 3; 27 Ed. 3. e. 11, and 


2 Rich. 2. ſt. 1. c. 2. 
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HAF. 1. But he deſcription of a foreſtaller was farther extended, 
na any perſon who ſhould buy any merchandiſe or victual, 
| coming toward any fair or market, or toward any city, 
port, creek, or road of England or Wales, from beyond fea, 
to be ſold ; or who ſhould make any bargain for having the 
* ſame, before the merchandiſe-or victuals ſhould be in the 


market᷑ to be ſold ; or who ſhould make any motion for en- 


© hancing the price; or ſhould move any perſon coming to 


the market to forbear to bring the things to be ſold *. 


A perſon who ſhould by any means regrate, obtain, or get 
into his poſſeſſion, in any fair or market, any corn, wine, 
< fiſh, butter, cheeſe, &c. that were brought to any market in 


England or Wales to be ſold, and ſhould ſell the ſame in any 


< fair or market holden or kept in the ſame place, or in any 
* other fair or market within four miles thereof, thould be 
* holden, and reputed a regrator f. 


A perſon who ſhould ingroſs, or get into his hands, by 

© buying, contract, or promiſe-making, any growing corn in 
© the fields, or any other corn or grain, butter, cheeſe, fiſh, 
or other dead victuals whatever, with intent to ſell the ſame 
again, ſhall be holden and reputed an ingroſſer 1.“ It is need- 
leſs to add that ſevere penalties were enacted againſt the of- 


fenders. 


* & 6 Ed. 6. c. 14. 51 
+ Ibid. 5 2. 
4 Ibid. 5 3. 
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Several parts of the laws againſt | ingroſſing were, however, 


afterwards ſoftened, to facilitate the internal commerce of the 
kingdom, which will be noticed in their proper place. 


In Scotland, laws to the ſame purpoſe were made againſt 


foreſtallers and regrators; and although the word ingroſſer 


does not appear in the laws, the deſcription of an ingroſſer, 
and the penalties upon the practice, are fully comprehended 


under the deſcription of the foreſtaller and regrator *. 


Many antient laws had been made, inviting the importa- 


tion of foreign proviſions, and the exportation of Engliſh 
grain had been prohibited f. So that while the exportation of 


the excreſtent part of our own produce was prohibited, and 


the importation of foreign grains encouraged, we cannot con- 
ſider agriculture to have been cheriſhed as a national object. 


But a dawn of reaſon began now to appear, and a law 


was made, authoriſing all the king's ſubjects to carry corn 


out of the kingdom, upon payment of the cuſtoms and ſub- 
ſidies TJ. Which law. was confirmed this year, reſerving to 


the king and council to reſtrain the exportation when they 


ſhould judge that to be neceſſary . 


But this reſervation had been conſtructed into a prohibition 


Burrow Laws, c. 78. Cham. Air. c. 19. 20. 21. Ja. 5. Par. 4. c. 21. Par. 7. c. 98. 


and Ja. 6. Par. 12. c. 148. | 
+ Abbrev. Imp. & Exp. Laws, vide Appendix, No 7. 
7. 17 Rich. 2. e. 7. 4 Hen. 6. c. 5. 
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to export grain without a licence, which had totally prevented 
the beneficial conſequences expected from the firlt law. 


This miſapprehenſion of the law, or poſſibly the high hand 
of executive power, making licences difficult, checked the 
early progreſs of agriculture, and brought diſtreſs upoa the 
whole kingdom. 


This ſufficiently appears from the preamble of the follow- 


ing law, by which liberty was given to perſons to tranſport 


grain to where they pleaſed, without licence, except to 
the enemies of the king when wheat was at 68. 8d. and 
barley at 38. the quarter“. And theſe ſums were rather 
above the middling prices, being equal, in the preſent money, 


to L. 2: 4s. for the quarter of wheat, and 198. 10d. for the 


quarter of Wa,. 


This law had been found ſo beneficial to the kingdom, and 


had produced ſuch plenty of corn, that it was now confirm 


ed, and continued for ten years, and ſoon after was made per- 
petual ; and the conſequences were, that, ſo far as we can 
now diſcover, the price of grain did not fluctuate greatly for 
40 years, and was very moderate f. 

But {till the laws inviting the importation of- foreign grain 
continued in force; the trade was in the hands of foreign 
* 15 Hen. 6. c. 2. | 

fl 20, Hen. 6. c. 6. and 23 Hen. 6. c. 5. + Vide Appendix, No 1. « 


THE CORN LAWS. 33 


merchants, who carried their corn, and other proviſions, from Hann 
port to port, and ſecured the market before the Engliſh far- | 
mers could bring forward their produce. 


And although thoſe merchants may have loſt upon A PR 
which they imported into England at this time, they gained 
upon the general courſe of the trade ; becauſe, they received, 
in return, wool, unfiniſhed woollen cloth, and ready money, 


1 upon which they made great profit in their own countries, and 
G thus were enabled to underſell the produce of our. fields at 
; home. N 

At This appears to have been the caſe, even after this period, 


from two reſtrictive and regulating laws of Richard III. * by 
the laſt of which it appears, that the foreign merchants, who 
imported wines into England, had not only taken their pay- 
ment, two thirds in woollen cloth, and one third in ready 
money, but had conſiderably leſſened the contents of their 
wine caſks, although ſold under the former titles and contents. 


Mm The diſtreſs upon huſbandry, occaſioned by the continual 
We importation of foreign grain, .came-at length to be attended 


b ö to, and a preventative law was made; although we can learn 1463. 
= from it nothing of the cauſes, but, in general, that the la- 

1 5 bourers and occupiers of land had been grievouſly damaged 

1 4 by the importation of foreign grain, when corn at home was 

4 2 at a ſmall price; and that therefore the importation of foreign 


* 1 Rich. 3. e. 8, 13. | 
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grain was prohibited, until the prices at be ſhould exceed 
68. 8d. for the quarter of wheat, 48. for rye, and 38. for bar- 


ley *; equal to L. LOOP PoE” Is. and 158. 10d. of pre- 


ſent money. 


Theſe were Ik laws to kick the agriculture of England may 


| be ſaid to have owed its origin; and, although their purpoſes 


have been often defeated, by other laws, they are the foundation 
which ſtill remains, and upon which a great fabric (at preſent 
out of repair) has been built, which, with moderate attention, 
may long continue to be the chief ornament and luprort of 
Great Britain. | f 


** j l 


Upon theſe las the agriculture of England reſted for near 


a century; bur it is to be lamented, that the want of execution 


rendered them, in a great degree, nugatory : The prohibition 
of the importation of foreign grain was never attended to, and 
the occupiers of land in England had ſtill to ſtruggle with the 
competition of grain from abroad, and the of pur- 
veyance, and other grievances at home. f 

This 18 evident es an ac of this year made againſt re- 
grators, foreſtallers, and ingroſſers; by which the crime of 


foreſtalling is extended to perſons buying victuals coming in 


ſhips from beyond the ſeas, to be ſold in any market or fair, 
city, port, haven, ereek, or road, as if no laws had ſubſiſted 
by which ſuch importation had been prohibited. 


* 3 Ed. 4. c. 2. 
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| Although a repreſſion of the practices of foreſtalling and 
regrating might have been neceſſary, it is difficult to diſcover 
a reaſon for the enactment of ingroſſing, at ſo late a period 
as the preſent reign, when commerce had made ſome con- 
ſid erable progrſs; and, by the ſame law, no perſon at home 
could tranſport corn from one part to another without a li- 
cence ; neither could they purchaſe corn, to be laid up in their 
granaries for home ſale, until the quarter of wheat was at, or 
under, 6s. 8d. (equal to 16s. 6d. 'of preſent money) ; malt 
and barley at 3s. 4d. (8s. 3d.) ; oats at 28. (4s. 115d.) ; peaſe 


and beans at 48. (9s. 11d.) ; and rye at 58. (12s. 5d.) per 
quarter *, 


Thus the former ſyſtem of corn laws was totally overturn- 
ed; for although theſe were the prices to which exportation 
was limited, by the act of Edward IV. in 1463, the value of 
money was materially changed ; for, at the former period, there 
were only 378. 6d. in the pound of filver, and now there were 
Gos. and at the former period, money bore a very high and un- 
limited intereſt, and now, it yielded only about 12 per cent. 
per annum; fo that 6s. 8d. for a quarter of wheat in 1463, 
was equal to L.1:15:2; and, in the year 1552, it was on- 
ly equal to 168. 6d. as is already noticed; and the prohibition 
to purchaſe corn, to be laid up in granaries, or to carry it 
coaſtways, until it ſhould fall to a<price below the expence of 
raiſing it, muſt neceſſarily put a total ſtop to all trade in corn, 
and ruin the farmers; and all this was done at a time when 
the price of grain had been uniformly low. 


* 5&6 Ed. 6. c. 14. 


E 2 
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| CHAP. IT. It does not ſeem to have occurred to the legiſlature at this 
q | Ong time, that 'by keeping the corn at home in times of great 
ITY | plenty, the price muſt be raiſed, becauſe the farmers would 
| not be able to continue their trade of raiſing corn at a diſ- 

8 advantage; ſo that, how ſoon the ſtock on hand was ex- 
hauſted, ſcarcity or famine would enſue; nor did it oc- 

cur, that by allowing an exportation vf the excreſcent ſtock, = 

; plenty would be enſured, by keeping an open market to the 4 : 
farmers, and thereby en cio to carry on their buſi- 1 

neſs, and to raiſe more corn than was generally neceſſary for 

home conſumption; nor did they attend to the benefit that 

would ariſe to the kingdom, from the additional number of 


people that might be employed in raiſing and exporting what 
corn could be ſpared, and the ſums of money that would be 


en into the 5 b for che 3 YEU it. 


1 K 


"XX „ F.. 


8 ou way to ty ly: was to Keep all the corn and o- 
ther proviſions at home, and import as much as poſſible from 
abroad, which ö has N * to be totally erro- 

neous. 


134% The "_ plan, however, was followed out, and enforced. 
by another law of this year, which enacts, That whereas 

« ſundry good ſtatutes and laws' have been made within this 

8 "I in the time of the Queen's highneſs moſt noble pro- 

© genitors, that none ſhould tranſport, carry, or convey, out 

* of this realm, into any place in the ports beyond the ſeas, 

* any corn, butter, cheeſe, or other victuals, except only for 


- 


A 


THE CORN LAWS. 37 
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vidullies the towns of Calais, &c. upon divers great pains 
and forfeitures, in the ſame contained: That notwithſtanding 
© many and. ſundry covetous and inſatiable perſons, ſeeking 
© their only lucres and gains, have and do daily carry and 
convey innumerable quantity, as well of corn, cheeſe, but- 
ter, and other victuals, as of wood, out of this realm, to 
parts beyond ſeas, by reaſon whereof the ſaid corn, victual, 
and wood, are grown into a wonderful dearth, and extreme 
© prices, to the great detriment of the commonwealth of this 
your Highneſs' realm, and Jour faithful ſubjects of the 
vi ſame.” 


It. was therefore enacted, that no manner of perſon or per- 
ſons ſhould export any wheat, rye, barley, or other ſort of 
grain, growing within England; or any malt made within the 
ſame ; or any beer, butter, cheeſe, herring, or wood, without 
having licence ſo to do, under ſevere penalties ; except when 
the common price of corn, within England, ſhould not exceed 


for wheat 6s. 8d. (equal to 16s. 6d. of preſent money) ; rye, 


48. (98. 11d.) ;, and barley, 38. (78. 5d.) per quarter . 


Here it may be obſerved, that notwithſtanding he com- 


plaint, of the high price of grain, in the preamble to chis law, 


the. price of wheat this year, and ſeveral years before, had 


been only 8s. the quarter, (equal to 198. 10d. of preſent mo- 


ney); and the export prices were far below the medium prices, 
in times of ordinary plenty. 


* x & 2 Phil. and Mary, c. 5 
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ar. l. Such, however, was the policy of Edward VI. and of Phi- 2 
8 lip and Mary; and it was ſoon after followed in Scotland by 4Y 
laws expreſsly prohibiting the exportation of all kinds of 4 7 
victuals, tallow, and fleſb, under ſevere penalties . 7 
| f favourable ſeaſons happened to follow after this law b, F 
had paſſed, the importation of foreign grain was continued, 1 
1554 and the price of wheat continued about 88. the quarter; but 4 + 
the Engliſh farmers came to be ruined, and agriculture began 4 
to be abandoned. 7 
| | Laws are neceſſary for the regulation of ſociety ; but they - Jp 
become inept when they either direct impoſſibilities, or order | 
people to labour in profeſſions,” by which they cannot earn a 4 
reaſonable ſubſiſtence. The wiſe laws of Hen. VI. and Ed. IV. 5 
had ſubſiſted without repeal during the whole of the reigns of 7 


Hen. VII. and Hen. VIII. but without receiving any counte- : 
3 " nance or execution; and yet they, as well as Ed. VI. and Phil. —_ 
and Mary, 'the latter of whom were the chief inſtruments in 
cruſhing huſbandry, made repeated laws to oblige people to 
labour and ſow their lands f. 


1562. Theſe incongruities did not eſcape the obſervation of the 
vigorous adminiſtration of Elizabeth, although the deſire to 
raiſe money ſuperſeded the wiſdom of the other inſtitutions 
propoſed for the benefit of the kingdom. 


* 


* Mary, par. 6. e. 40.—Ja. 6. par. 11. c. 55. 


+ 4 Hen. 7. c. 19.—7 Hen. 8. c. 1,27 Hen. 8. c. 22.—5 & 6 Ed. 6. c. 5.— 
2 & 3 Phil. and M. c. 2. | 


- 


ST <3 PV 
g 2 


THE CORN LAWS. 39 


Soon after her acceſſion, ſhe renewed the former laws for 
rebuilding houſes of huſbandry, and labouring the land, which 
had formerly been in culture, with more vigour ; but, by 
another law, ſhe allowed the farmers to export their grain as 
merchandiſe, when the price of it was not high at home. 

The former laws, obliging the proprietors or tenants to re- 
build the decayed houſes of huibandry, and to return to 


tillage, had given the penalties to the king; but theſe were 


now given to the next heir, &c. of the perſon offending. 
© It was enacted, that ſuch lands as had been put in tillage 


and eared in any one year, and ſo kept 4 years, ſince the 2oth 
Hen. VIII. ſhould be again eared and put in tillage, accord- 
ing to the nature of the ſoil and cuſtom of the country, by 


the occupier thereof, upon pain that every offender ſhould 


* * * * 92 


A 


verſion, for the term of life, lives, or in tail, for which he 


* 


* 


have the ſame remedy; and in his default, to the imme- 
diate lord of the fee; and in his default, che Queen, or the 
Queen and the infarmer *. | 


Lad 


By the other law It was enacted, that it ſhould be lawful 
for all and every perſon and perſons, being ſubjects of 


* 


the Queen's majeſty, her heirs and ſucceſſors, only out of 


* 5 Eliz. C. 2. 


forfeit 10s. an acre yearly, to the next in remainder or re- 


might diſtrain; and in default, by the ſpace of one year, 
then he, in the reverſion or remainder in fee ſimple, ſhould 


CHAP. II. 
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CHAP. I. < ſuch ports and creeks, as by proclamation ſhould be pub- 


— 


+ liſhed and appointed, to load, carry, and tranſport any 


+ wheat, rye, barley, malt, peaſe, or beans, unto any parts 


beyond the ſeas, to ſell as a merchandiſe, in ſhips, crayers, 
* or other veſſels, whereof any Engliſh born ſubjects then 
© ſhall be the only owners; ſo that the price of the ſaid corn 
and grain, ſo carried and tranſported, exceed not the prices 
© hereafter following, at the times, havens, and places where 
and when the ſaid corn and grain ſhall be ſhipped and 
© laden, viz. the quarter of wheat, at tos. (equal to L. 1: 8d. 
of preſent money); the quarter of rye, peaſe, or beans, at 
«4 88. (16s. 74.); and the quarter of barley or malt, at 6s. 8d. 
* (1.38. 10d.)-of current money of England ©." 


This was a confiderable extenſion of the exportation prices; 
and it appears by Camden and Sir Walter Rawleigh, both fa- 
mous authors, and co-temporaries of Queen Elizabeth, that 
from the year 1562, that great princeſs having penetrated 
into the cauſes of odious monopolies, the exorbitant-prices of 
proviſions, and artificial ſcarcities, that impoveriſhed and 
devoured the nation, wiſely took off the old prohibition of the 
exportation of corn, leaving full liberty in that reſpec ; and 
it is remarked by the ſame authors, that the direct and imme- 
diate conſequence of this wiſe meaſure, was the increaſe of 
* and the reduction of 1 F d e 


* Sir Walter, i in his Remarks' on ma. preſented to 


@ 5 Elia. c. 5: 26. 


James I. poſitively aſſerts, that for ſome years preceding the 
above period, the importation of corn had exceeded 45 mil- 
lions of livres“. 


SS 
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But ſoon after a more vigorous effort was made to recover 
the agriculture of England, by a law entitled, An act for 


© the better increaſe of tillage, and for maintainance and in- 


* creaſe of the navy and mariners of England.“ 


By this law it was enacted, © That it ſhould be lawful to 
every perſon and perſons, being ſubjects of the Queen's ma- 
jeſty, her heirs and ſucceſſors, and inhabiting within her 


© highneſs realms and dominions, only out of ſuch ports and 
creeks, where were, or ſhould be reſident, a cuſtomer or 
© colleftor of ſubſidy, or tonnage and poundage, or one of 
© their deputies, and not elſewhere, to load, carry, or tranſport 
© any wheat, rye, barley, malt, peaſe, or beans, into any ports 
© beyond the ſeas, in amity with the realm, and not prohibited- 
& by any reſtraint or proclamarion ; only to ſell as a merchan- 
© diſe, in ſhips, crayers, or other veſſels, bearing croſs ſails, 
© whereof any Engliſh born ſubjects, inhabiting within her 
© highneſs dominions, then ſhould be the only owners, at ſuch 
times as the ſeveral prices thereof ſhall be ſo reaſonable and 
© moderate, in the ſeveral counties where any ſuch tranſporta- 
© tion ſhall be intended, as that no prohibition ſhould be made, 
either by the Queen's majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors, by 


Gen. Review of England from 1600 to 1662, p. 18. The book from which this 
quotation is taken, having been written in French, the ſum x mentioned i is called pre- 
ſent money, but can mean only millions of livres. 
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"CHAP. Ul. © proclamation to be made in the ſhire town, or in any port 
S—Y> «towns in the county; or elſe by ſome order of the Lord Pre- 
'« fident and Council of the North, or the Lord Preſident and = 
Council in Wales, within their ſeveral juriſdictions ; or of "8 
the juſtices of aſſize, at their ſeſſions, in other ſhires, out of x 
the juriſdiction of the ſaid two preſidents and councils ; or 9 
* by the more part of the juſtices. of the peace of the county, "Mm 
at their quarter ſeſſions, in this manner following, that is, 
The ſaid lord preſidents and councils for the ſhires, within 
© their juriſdictions, the juſtices of aſſize at their ſeveral 9 
« ſeſſions in other ſhires, out of the ſaid juriſdictions, belong- 4 
© ing to the ſaid councils in the North, and in Wales, yearly, #8 
© ſhould, upon conference had with the inhabitants of the 
county, of the cheapneſs and dearth of any of the ſaid kinds C 
of grain, within the counties, within the juriſdictions of the = 
aid councils, or in the other counties within the limits of the 8 
* ſaid juſtices of aſſize, by their diſcretion determine whether 
it ſhould be meet, at any time, to permit any grain to be # 
carried out of the realm, by any port within the ſaid ſeveral ® 
juriſdictions or limits; and ſo ſhould, in writing under their 5 
hands and ſeals, cauſe and make a determination either for 
permiſſion or prohibition ; and the ſame cauſe to be, by the 
* ſheriffs of the counties, publiſhed and affixed in as many 
© accuſtomed market towns and ports, within the ſaid ſhire, 3s 
© as they ſhould think convenient, and in ſuch manner as the 1 
Queen's majeſty's proclamations were uſually publiſhed and 4 3 
+* affixed; which determination of the ſaid preſidents and coun- 2 2 
'* cils in their juriſdictions, and of the juſtices of aſſize in their © 
limits, ſhould continue in force for the time, place, and 1 
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© manner therein expreſſed, until the ſaid preſidents and coun- 
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* cils ſhould otherwiſe order; or until the juſtices of aſſize, at 


their being in their ſaid circuits, in every of the ſaid coun- 


ties, ſhould alter or otherwiſe order the fame, except the ſame 


6 


C- 


6 


c 


. 


c 


4 


6 


6- 


ſhall be otherwiſe, in the mean time, altered or countermand- 
ed by the Queen's majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors; or by 
ſome order of the juſtices of the peace, in the counties firu- 
ated out of the juriſdiction of the faid two councils, in their 
quarter ſeſſions, to be holden in the mean time ; or the greater 
part of them ſhall find the ſame determination of the juſtices 
of aſſize to be hurtful to the county, by means of dearth, or 
to be a great hindrance to tillage, by means of too much 
cheapneſs ; and ſhould by their writings, under their hands 
and ſeals, make any determination to the contrary, either 
for permiſſion or prohibition of carriage of any kind of 


grain out of the realm; and the ſame determination ſhould 


cauſe to be, in like manner, publiſhed and afhxed as above 


is ſaid. Which determination ſhould alſo continue in force, 
except the ſame ſhould be altered by the Queen's majeſty, 


her heirs and ſucceſſors ; or until the juſtices of aſſize, at 
their being in their ſaid circuits, in every of the ſaid coun- 
ties afore to them limited, ſhould alter or otherwiſe order 


the ſame ; who ſhould and might, upon new conference had, 
by their diſcretions, from time to time, alter and change the 


ſaid determinations, . in the whole or in part, as to their dif 


cretions ſhould ſeem meet; and the ſame ſhould alſo cauſe 


© to be publiſhed, as is before preſcribed.” 


4 Provided, nevertheleſs, that neither any of the faid prot 
F 2 


CHAP. IL: 
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CHAP. IH. -< dents and councils, nor the ſaid juſtices of aſſize, nor the 


3 © ſaid juſtices of peace, above-mentioned, ſhould publiſh any 
| their determinations, above-mentioned, until the ſame ſhould 
be firſt, by writing, notified to the Queen's majeſty, or to 
© her privy council; and by her majeſty, or her privy council, 

+ ſhould be liked or allowed.” 


Provided alſo, that the Queen's majeſty, her heirs and ſuc- 
©* ceflors, ſhould have and receive, by the cuſtomers and offi- 
* cers of her ports, for the cuſtom or poundage of every quar- 

ter of wheat, to be tranſported by force of this ſtatute, 
< twelve-pence ; and of every quarter of other grain, eight- 
4 pence. And of every quarter of wheat that ſhould be, 
by any ſpecial licence thereafter to be granted, tranſport- 
ed out of the realm, and not by force of this ſtatute, 


two ſhillings; and of every quarter of other grain, fixteen- 
Pence, &c. 


G 


Provided alſo, that her Majeſty, her heirs and MY 
might, at all times, by writ of proclamation, to be publiſhed 
generally in the whole realm, or in the counties of the realm 


« where any port towns were, command that no perſon ſhould, 


. 
. 


by virtue of this act, tranſport, or carry out any manner 
of grain, to any parts out of her dominions, either generally 
out of any port of the realm, or particularly out of any 
+ ſpecial ports, to be in the ſame proclamation named; and 
© © that it might not be lawful, for any perſon, to carry out 
any ſuch grain, contrary to the tenor of the ſame proclama- 
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< tion, upon ſuch pains as by the laws of the realm are, and 
have been provided *. 


e 
„ k 
* J oy 


Here the corn trade appears to have been ſcientifically con- 
ſidered; and if the plan laid down had been properly digeſted 
and modified, and the duties upon exportation removed, there 
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7 can be no doubt of the act having produced the moſt benefi- 
A cial conſequences to the kingdom ; but the judges, to whom 
4A this moſt important buſineſs was committed, had no certain 
4 rule to direct their procedure; they were not allowed to de- 
, A termine, by the price of grain at the time of their yearly in- 


quiry, which 1s the only certain index of plenty or ſcarcity, 
but merely upon a conference with the people of the country, 
to judge, whether it would be hurtful to the kingdom, by 
means of dearth, or be a great hindrance to tillage, by too 
much cheapneſs, to allow of exportation of grain; than which, 
nothing could be more vague and uncertain. 


But whatever confideration may have been given to the 
[framing of this act, the laying a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
upon grain to be exported, by licence, and 10 per cent. upon 

grain to be exported by the ſtatute, was equal to a prohi- 
bition, and gave full ſcope to the importation of foreign grain, 
which was - ſtill received without the payment of any duty. 
So difficult it is, in all ſituations, to- judge, or point out the 
Propriety-of conduct, where revenue or public intereſt is con- 
cerned, 
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CHAP. 11. In Scotland, the prohibition to export grain to foreign Parts, 
DV was continued, under ſevere penalties “. 


We can only judge of, the effects of the above law of g- 
land, from the prices of grain that followed it; and from 


thence we cannot think they had been favourable, as we find 


the price of a quarter of wheat, in the year 1574, to have 
been L. 2: 168. equal to L. 5: 15 : 8 of preſent money; and 
in 1587, no leſs than L. 3.45. equal to L. 6: 12: 8 f. 


It is to be een, that the legiſlatures, of every country, 
f do not, at all times, when they make laws, give the ſpecific 


and true reaſons of the enactions, that people of the ſame age, 


and more eſpecially thoſe of after generations, may profit by 


their experience, and be enabled to judge of the expediency of 


the inſtitutions, from their conſequences; whereby poſterity 


may have it in their power to follow the tract, or to avoid 


r | l 


— 


In che preſent caſe we have no ſuch guide. The corn laws 


1593. were now again reviſed; but it would appear to have been 


done rather in bad humour. We find them taken notice of 
in an act, entitled, An act for the reviſing, continuance, ex- 


© planation, and perfecting of divers ſtatutes 1. 


By this act it appears, chat e had abandoned the 


Ja. 6. Par. 11. c. 55. + Vide Appendix, No 1. 
+ 35 Eliz. c. 7. 5 | 
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impracticable ſcheme of obliging people to labour their land, 
whether they could live by that occupation or not; and the 
act for this purpoſe, paſſed in the 5th of the preſent reign, 
was now repealed ; and it appears, from other circumſtances, 
that the plan laid down by the act of the 13th, was. laid afide, 
although the act itſelf is neither repealed nor mentioned; for 
— we find the reſolutions of the legiſlature changed by the 23d 
= | ſection of this act, in the following words: Provided alſo, 
7 and be it further enacted by the authority of this preſent 
3 | < parliament, that when the price of corn and grain exceedeth 
A WF © not the rates hereafter following, at the times, and havens, 
3 < and places where and when the ſame corn and grain ſhall be 
1 ſhipped or loaded, viz.— the quarter of wheat at 208.; the 
quarter of rye, peaſe, and beans, at 1 38. 4d. ; the quarter of 
© barley or malt, at 12s. current Engliſh money: That then it 
© ſhall be lawful, to all and every perſon or perſons, being ſub- 
; jects of her Majeſty, her heirs and ſucceſſors, to load, carry, 
4 bi -< or tranſport any of the ſaid corn or grain, in ſuch manner 
4 and form as in the ſaid act made for the maintenance of the 

: | navy, (5 Eliz. c. 5.) is limited and appointed; and that the 
* Queen's majeſty, her heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall have and re- 
ceive, by the cuſtomers and officers of her ports, for the 


* 


ported by force of this ſtatute, 28. and of every quarter of 
any other grain, 16d.: Which ſaid ſeveral ſums, ſo to be 
1 4 had, or taken as cuſtom or poundage, to be in full ſatisfac- 
7 tion of all manner of cuſtom or poundage, for the ſaid corn 
or grain, by any conſtitution, order, ſtatute, law, or cu- 


cuſtom or poundage of every quarter of wheat to be tranſ- 
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© any ſuch manner of corn and grain.” 


By this act ator was allowed when wheat was at 
208, the quarter (equal to L. 2:1: + of preſent money); rye, 


peaſe and beans, at 138. 4d. (L.1:7: 8); and barley and malt, * 
at 128. (L.1:4:10); which is juſt double the prices at which 


exportation was allowed by the former law of the 5th of this 
reign : But at the ſame time the duties payable upon grain ex- 
ported by force of the ſtatute, were doubled, which, joined. 
to an unlimited importation, without the payment of any 
duty whatever, became equal to a prohibition, rendered the 


act nugatory, and kept the price of grain at an extravagant 


height; for we find that a quarter of wheat, in the year 1594, 
ſold at L. 2: 16, equal to L.5:15:8; in 1595, at L.2:13:4, 


equal to L. 5: 10: 2; in 1596, at L. 4, equal to L.8:5:4; 


and in 1597, at L. 4128. equal to L. 9 10s. of preſent. 
money *. ; | - 


Things, however, remained in that fituation until this 


year, when, upon the acceſſion of James I. a number of ſta- 


tutes were reviſed, ſome of them continued and others re- 


pealed, without aſſigning any reaſon for ſo doing; and, among 


other matters, it was enacted, That when the prices of corns 
or grains exceeded not the rates following, at the times, havens,. 
and places, where and when the ſame corn or grain ſhall be 


* Vide, Appendis, No 1. 
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* ſhipped or loaded, viz, the quarter of wheat at 26s. 8d. (e- 


qual to L. 2: 13: 4 of preſent money); the quarter of rye, 
peaſe, and beans, 158. (L. 1: 10); the quarter of barley and 
malt, 148. (L. 1: 8) of current Engliſh money; that then it 
ſhould be lawful for all and every perſon and perſons, being 
ſubjects of the King's majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, to tranſ- 
port of his own, and to buy and tranſport, any of the ſaid 
corns and grains, into any parts beyond ſeas, in amity with 


his Majeſty, to ſell as merchandiſe, in ſhips, crayers, or other 


veſſels, whereof any Engliſh born ſubject or ſubjects then 
ſhould be the owner, or owners, any law, uſage, or ſtatute to 
the contrary notwithſtanding : And that his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhould have and receive, from the cuſ- 
tomers and officers of the port, for the cuſtom or pound- 
age of every quarter of wheat, to be tranſported by force 


of this ſtatute, 28. ; and of every quarter of other grain, 16d. 


in full of all manner of cuſtom and poundage: Provided 
always, that the King's majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
might at all times, by his or their writ of proclamation, to 
to be publiſhed generally in the whole realm, or in any 
the counties of the realm, where any port towns are, com- 
mand that no perſon ſhould, by virtue of this act, tran- 
port or convey, any manner of grain out of his Highneſs 
dominions generally, or out of any ſpecial port to be in the 
ſame proclamation particularly named, for ſuch time as 
ſhould therein be limited and appointed : And it ſhould not 
be lawful for any perſon to carry out any ſuch grain, con- 


trary to the term of the ſame proclamation, upon ſuch pains 


G 
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. and forfeitures, as by the laws and ſtatutes were and had 
been provided in that behalf *, 


It is not eaſy to diſcover the reaſons for enacting the laws 
of the reign of James 1. Many of them give none; the pre- 
amble to others are often unſatisfactory; and, with reſpect to 
corn anc huſbandry, they are totally Ment. 71 , 


Beſides, the deſire to raiſe a revenue from corn, pervaded, 


and in a great meaſure. defeated the beneficial intentions of 


the whole of the corn laws, for 130 years prior to the com- 
mencement of the 17th ae, 


— 


| bs 5 the . caſe, che prices of grain, at which exporta- 


tion was permitted, were conſiderably extended, and were ve- 
ry high; but we cannot conſider this extenſion to have pro- 


ceeded from any benefit already felt from exportation, under 


the former law; for ſo long as that was loaded with a duty of 
10 per cent. and importation permitted without duty, we can- 


not imagine that any conſiderable quantity of grain had been 


exported ; and, as the former duties upon exportation were by 


this law ſtill continued, perhaps we are not in the wrong if 
we believe, that the preſent extenſion or enlargement of the 
exportation prices, proceeded, in ſome meaſure, from a view 


to raiſe a revenue from CORN, 45 sirins a 5 1,9 to the 
exportation of it. | 


* - 


A writing, publiſhed i in «1621, by Sir Thomas Culpeper, in- 
Ja. 1. c. 25. 5 26. 27. 
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forms us, that at chat time the French with their corn, and 


the Dutch with that of Poland, ſupplied the Engliſh markets, 


and that the national corn was continually below its true va- 
lue. At preſent,” ſays Culpeper, * whilſt corn and the other 
© merchandiſes which the earth produces, are at a low price, 
< the ſpade and the plough are forſaken ; the poor find little 
© employment, and wages are extremely low, If the proprie- 
tors of lands could find their account in minding them, 
there would foon be many more people employed in their 
cultivation than there now are, and wages would be better. 
Every man, bleft with health and ſtrength, would not be 
Y Poor, except through extreme lazineſs *. 


In ker reviſing act of this reign, - 58 ſtatutes are recapi- 
tulated by their titles only; and continued, except in ſo far 
as they had been altered in that ſeſſion of parliament. 


In this law f there are the following ſections relative to corn, 
< Providedalſo, and be it further enacted by the authority of 
* this preſent parhament, that when the prices of corn and grain 
exceed not the rates hereafter following, at the times, havens, 
and places, when and where the ſame corn and grain ſhall 

* be bought, ſhipped, or loaded, viz.—the quarter of wheat 
at 328.3 the quarter of rye at 20s. ; the quarter of peaſe and 
pbeans at 168. 3 the quarter of barley or malt at 16s. of cur- 
rent Engliſh money: That then it ſhall and may be lawful, 
for all and every perſon and perſons, being ſubjects of the 


2 Corn Tracts, P. 174. 1 21 Ja. 1. c. 28. $ 3: 4 
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© King's majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to carry and tranſ- 
port his own, and to buy to ſell again in markets, and out 


of markets, and to keep and ſell, or carry and tranſport 


© any of the ſaid corn or grain, from the places where 
they ſhall be of ſuch prices, into any parts beyond the ſeas, 
in amity with his Majeſty, as merchandiſe, in ſhips; crays, 
or other veſſels, whereof any Engliſh born ſubject or ſub- 
« jets then ſhall be the owner or owners, or the ſame to car- 
© ry and fell in other places within this realm, or dominions 


thereof, any law, uſage, or ſtatute to the contrary hereof 


notwithſtanding; And that the King's majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, ſhall have and receive by the cuſtomers and 
* officers of his ports, for the cuſtom or poundage of every 
quarter of wheat, to be tranſported by force of this ſtatute 
out of this realm, 28.; of every quarter of other grain, 


* 16d.: Which ſaid ſeveral ſums ſo to be had or taken as cu- 


© ſtom or poundage, ſhall be in full ſatisfaction of all manner 
© ofcuſtom or poundage, for the ſaid" corn or grain, by any 
© conſtitution; order, ſtatute; law, or cuſtom heretofore made, 


© uſed,” or Ys for n een of rr ſuch manner of e corn 
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18H Provided 5 EG = it el by the tien -of 
© this preſent parliament; that the King's majeſty, his heirs. 
< and ſucceſſors,” may at all times, by his or their writ of pro- 
© claniation, to be publiſhed generally in the whole realm, or 


in any of the counties of the realm, where any port towns 
* are, command that no perſon ſhall by virtue of this act, 


1 tranſport or eonvey, any manner of grain, out his Highneſs' 
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© domiinions generally, or out of any ſpecial ports, to be in CHAP. II. 


the ſame- proclamation particularly named, for ſuch time- 
© ag ſhall therein be limited and appointed: And it ſhall 
© not be lawful for any perſon to carry out any ſuch grain, 
© contrary to the tenor of the ſame proclamation, upon ſuch 
© pains and forfeitures, as by the laws and ſtatutes of this 
© realm are, and have been, provided and ordained in that 


behalf, this act, or any thing therein contained to the con- 


trary, notwithſtanding.” 
The extention of the export prices, by this law, was very 
great, for 328. for wheat, was equal to L. 3: 4s. of preſent. 
money; 208. for rye, was equal to L. 2; and 168. for barley 
and malt, peaſe and beans, was equal to L. 1: 128.; and 
all theſe ſums are very near double the medium prices of 
the preſent time, in years of ordinary plenty: ſo that the 


act appears clearly to have been made for an extenſion of the 
revenue Re $5 48-11 ; 


By this law too, the penalties of ingroſſing were removed, 
ſo long as the prices of grain did not exceed thoſe ſpecified in 


the law; and indeed, the laws againſt ingroſſing were ſuch as 


behoved to put a total ſtop to all trade in corn, whether inter- 
nal or external, until they were ſoftened or aboliſhed. 


Soon aſter the acceſſion of Charles I. we find an act, by 
which 56 ſtatutes were reviſed, and recapitulated by their 
titles; and ſo much of theſe ſtatutes as were not then altered 
or explained, were ordained to remain in force. | 


1627. 


CHAP. II. 


4660. 
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In this law, without any preamble or reaſon given, the 3d 


and 4th ſections of the act 1623, above copied, are IG, 


werbatien, in the TO and 2 5th ſections *. 


But ee the export EY were literally the ſame, they 
were very different in fact; for, in the year 1624, the-yearly 


intereſt of money having been reduced from 10 to 8 per cent. 


328. for a quarter of wheat, which in 1623 was equal to 
L. 3: 4s. was, in 1627, equal to only L. 2: 11: 2 of preſent 
-money ; and * N of other grain in e 


The long interval of r en after the ſeſſion in which 
the above law was paſſed, and the confuſions which ſoon fol- 
lowed the meeting of the next parliament, in 1640, probably 
-prevented any further attention to 1 , during the re- 
mainder of this wr, 


Although by connecting the corn laws with revenue, the 


wiſe inſtitutions of the reign of Elizabeth, and her two imme 


- diate ſucceſſors, had been, in a great meaſure, defeated, agri- 
culture had been otherwiſe treated by the laws as an object of 
high importance; not only on account of the numbers em- 
ployed in it, and the intrinſic value of its produce, but alſo 
for the ſupport that would be given to the navy, by the ex- 
portation trade, which would ariſe from it; but upon the re- 


ſtoration of Charles II. it was eee abandoned as a 


mere obj ect of revenue. 


e ee e 
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Without taking any particular notice of agriculture,. or 
giving any reaſon for the alteration of the corn laws, we find 
the following ſection in the act of tonnage and poundage : 
And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
f it ſhall and may be lawful, immediately after paſſing of this 
A 7 ö act, for any perſon or perſons, to ſhip, carry out, and tran- 


&@ - 6 


following, that is to ſay, gun-powder, when the ſame doth 
not exceed the price of L. 5 the barrel; and wheat, rye, 
peaſe, beans, barley, malt, and oats, beef, pork, bacon, but- 
ter, cheeſe, candles, when the ſame do not exceed in price, 
at the ports from whence they are laden, and at the time of 
their lading, theſe prices following, that is to ſay, wheat, 
the quarter, 40s. ; rye, peaſe, and beans, the quarter, 24s. ; 
* barley and malt, the quarter, 20s. ; oats, the quarter, 16s. ; 
* beef, the barrel, L. 5; pork, the barrel, L. 6: 10; bacon, 
the pound, 6d.; butter, the barrel, L. 4: 10; cheeſe, the 
© hundred, L. 1: 10; candles, the dozen pounds, 5s. ; paying 
the reſpective rates appointed by this act, and no more; any 
former law, ſtatute, prohibition, or cuſtom to the contrary, 
in any wiſe, notwithſtanding *. 


8 
"4 yy a * 9 RY *. 4 
* . a - mY 

* A 


* 


pA WT 
* 6 


So that corn came to be juſt enliſted in the ſame roll with 
other articles, upon which duties were made payable. 


= 


* 


The prices limited for the exportation of wheat, being 40s. 
was equal to L. 2: 8s. of preſent money; 248. for the quarter 


* 12 Cha. II e. 4. 111. 


ſport, by way of merchandiſe, theſe ſeveral ſorts of goods 


CHAP. II. 
— 


CHAP. II. 
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of rye, peaſe, and beans, was cqualit to L. 1:8: 103 208. for 
the quarter of barley and malt, was equal to L. 1: 48.; and 


bl 


168. for the quarter of oats, was equal to 198. 2d. And by 
this law/the duties, payable upon exportation, were 208. (equal 
to L. 1 : 48.) for the quarter of wheat; 10s. (equal to 128.) for 
the quarter of rye, peaſe and beans, barley, malt, and buck 


wheat; and 6s. 8d. (equal to 88.) for the quarter of oats : 
which behoved to W _— to'a ere * 


* bs * 1 0 


‚ By the 1 rates 1 2 to the ſame low, the importa- 
tion duties were fixed as follows: 


For the quarter of wheat, when the price, at the = Tok of 


importation, did not exceed 448. (equal to L. 2: 12: 10), the 


ſum of L. 2 (equal to L: 23 88.) ; and when it exceeded a 


| price, '68. 8d. (equal to 88.) 


For the quarter of rye; - when the price, at th the — 520 a6 im- 
portation, did not exceed 365. (equal to L. 2: 3: 2), the ſum 


of L. 1; 65 8, (equal to L. 1: Anh and when it exceeded 
chat price, 58. (equal to 66.) 


For the quarter of beans, N and 5 han the price, 


at the place of i importation, did not exceed L. 1; 6: 8, (equal 


to L. 1: 128.) the ſum of L. 1 6 8, (equal to L. I : 128.); 


and when. it exceeded that price, 56. e to . of * 
money. 


l -E = — * ” - 
n 8 99 . * 4 * 
py >. -S « — = 4 as 8 
» — | . , - 


So that until the price e of wheat was above L. 2 12 10, of 


preſent money, per quarter, and of other grain in proportion, 
the importation high duties were, in like manner, equal to a 


prohibition; and the exportation being, in fact, prohibited, the 


— * —— 
A 1 
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prices would ſoon riſe, and prepare the country for importa- 
" at the low duties. | vt + 


And this Weser hngt happened; for, in 1660, the quarter 
of wheat fold at L. 2: 16: 6, equal to L. 3: 7 9, of preſent 
money in 1661 it roſe to L. 3: 108. equal to L. 4: 48.; and, 


in 1662, to L. 35 1 e to ER? 5 ro, 1 Nein 


4 

Theſe _y Ts, raifog grain to an ee . 
had ruined many of the farmers; agriculture declined ; and 
a — ey of the ny lay! e an 7 


». 34 


Theſe 3 induced 72 8 again to ak 
the corn laws under their conſideration; and, from the pre- 
amble to a law of this year, made for the encouragement of 
trade, the ruinous fituation of huſbandry is clearly pointed 
out. It mentions, ( Foraſmuch as the encouraging of tillage 
ought to be, in an; eſpecial; manner, regarded and endeavour- 
ed ʒ and che ſureſt and. effectualeſt means of promoting and 
0 advancing any trade, occ upation, or myſtery, being by ren- 
dering it profitable to the uſers thereof; and great quantities 


r 


* of land, within this-/kingdom; for the preſent, lying in a 


manner waſte, and yielding little, which might thereby be 


improved to conſiderable profit and. advantage (if ſufficient 
* encouragement were given for the laying out of coſt and 


labour on the ſame), and thereby much more corn pro- 


* Vide Appendix, No. 1. $6 


CHAP; It. 
ny = 
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„ duced, greater numbers of people, cattle, and horſes em- 
ployed, and other lands rendered alſo more valuable * It 
was therefore enacted as follows: 


Nn Be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent- majeſty, with 
$1 8 and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 


< and the Commons in this prefent parſiament aſſembled; and 
by the authority theredf, be it enacted, That from and after 
* the firſt day of September 1663, and from thence-forward, 
* when the prices of corn and grain, Wincheſter meaſure, do 
not exceed che rates thereafter following, at the havens and 
© 'places'whore che fame hall be ſhipped and laden, viz. The 

quarter of Wheat, 488, (equal to L. 4: 17 : 7 of preſent 
money); the quarter of buck wheat, barley, or malt, 28s. 

ea ee K. 1 4% 2the Quarter ef oath, 1 38. Ad. (equal 
to 165.) the qwarter H rye, peaſe and beans, 328. (equal to 


3Li'1'*x8' 1) eurrent Eügliſh money; chat chen it ſhall be 


ul Tora and every perſon amd perſons,” to! thip, Joad, 
chr y; and trühſpere, any of the fad cbras or grains, from 
iche Havens and places where they Thidl be of Tuch prices, 


ban any Parts beyenck dhe ſcbs, "as wietthandife,' any law, 


en to the contrary notwithſtanding; paying 
© füth rates for the fate, And hohe ether, us art to be paid 
hen dhe Gin ctũ ght have bert trahperted by one àct paſſed 
ha preferit' puflizment, eierſea; N fubndy granted to che 


W of nage aid Foundage“ [dew>bilnod o bavotgrnt > 


Has 3105 20 30 4Miigpl 2447 tot novig 215 d 159Mg95tco00ns ? 


I And it is hertby Futthes chaGed, (by the mithority aforc- 
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«© ſaid, that when the prices of the aforeſaid corns and grains 
do not exceed the rates above-mentioned, reſpectively, Win- 
« cheſter meaſure, at the havens and places, into which any of 
them ſhall be imported, from any parts beyond the ſeas, 
there {hall be paid for the cuſtom and poundage of every 
© quarter of wheat, 58. 4d. (equal to 68. 5d. of preſent money); 


and for every quarter of rye, 4s, (equal to 4s. 10d.); and 


for every quarter of barley or malt, 28. 8d. (equal to 38. 2d.); 
for every quarter of buck wheat, 2s. (equal to 2s. 5d.) ; for 
© every quarter of oats, is. 4d. (equal to 1s. 6d.); and for 


* every quarter of peaſe and beans, 48. (equal to 4s. 10d.) nd 
+ preſent money. 


And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority foreſaid, 
+ that when the prices of corn or grain, Wincheſter meaſure, 
do not exceed the rates following, at the markets, havens, 


CHAP. II. 


+ or places where the ſame ſhall be bought, viz. The quarter of 


* wheat, 488. 3 the quarter of rye, 328. ; the quarter of barley 
and malt, 236. ; the quarter of buck wheat, 285. ; the quar- 
ter of oats, 138. 4d.; the quarter of peaſe or beans, 328. 3 
* that then it ſhall be lawful for all and every perfon and per- 
« ſons (not foreſtalling and ſelling the ſame in the ſame mar- 


© ket, within three -months. after buying thereof) to buy in 
open market, t Jay up and keep in his or their granaries or 


* houſes; and to ſell again, ſuch corn or grain, of the kinds 


+ foreſaicd, as without fraud or covin-ſhall have been bought 
* at ar under the prices before expreſſed, without incurring 


* any penalty; any law; ſtatute, or uſage to the contrary not- 
$ - wrenching 


H 2 7 


CHAP. TI, 


60 
We have every reaſon to think, from the preamble to this 


- 


AN” INQUIRY: INTO 


law, that the encouragement of trade in general, and agricul- 
ture in particular, was its chief object ; and there can be no 
doubt but theſe were the intentions of the legiſlature z; and 
yet, by the inſertion of a ſingle monaſyllable, probably done 
inſidiouſly in the ingroſſing, and afterwards paſſing unob- 


| ſerved, the whole _ was reduced to a mere ſoleciſm in 


6 - 


By this law the exportation prices were extended beyond 


the former bounds ; but the exported grain was ſtill loaded 


with near 50 per cent. of duties, which was equal to a pro- 


hibirion. 


” 3s * 


Oben he other hand, the high importation duties were 


taken off; and when the prices of grain did not exceed the 
ſame rates limited for exportation (or, in other words, when 
grain was at the loweſt price), importation was allowed, upon 


payment of about 9 fer cent. of duties ad valorem; being much 


lower than the low duties fired by the act of tonnage and 
poundage. n 


1 


The word not, in the importation clauſe of the ug per- 
verts the meaning of the whole. It never could have been the 


| intention of the legiſlature to permit importation at low du- 


ties, until grain had riſen above the exportation prices; for 
until that riſe, che prohihition to ingroſs was taken off, and 


the ſame reaſons operated in both caſes. XES 4 
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We can hardly place this to inattention; and we are the 
more inclined to this opinion, that by a law of the ſame year 
paſſed in Scotland, where the policy of England was very 
much attended to, and often followed, although importation 
of grain had been, by the laws of that kingdom, before this 
period, permitted without limitation or duties, they now per- 
mitted the exportation of grain, when it did not exceed certain 


prices; but they laid a duty of about 40 per cent. ad valorem, 


upon all grain to be imported, when the prices were under 
thoſe ſtipulated woe the act *. | 


An abſtract of this Scots law may be uſeful and entertain- 
ing. It proceeds thus: Our Sovereign Lord, confidering how 


* neceſlary it is for the encouragement of the tillage of this 
country, which is ſubje& to ſo much toil and expence, 


though the improvement thereof be moſt advantageous to 


the whole kingdom, that liberty be granted for the exporta- 
< tion of corns, after the natives are ſufficiently provided for ; 
Therefore the King's majeſty, with the advice and conſent 


of his eſtates in parliament, ſtatutes and declares, That it 
©* ſhall be lawful to export corns, of all ſorts, when they are 


* under the prices following, at the ports or reſpective places 


© of exportation, viz. IIk boll of wheat, under L.12 (equal to 


L. 1: 4s. of preſent money); bear and barley, under L. 8 
0 (equal to 168.) the boll; oats and peaſe, under 8 merks, 
0 (equal to 108. 8d.) the boll; notwithſtanding of any former 


acts, laws, or practiſe to the contrary, they paying the uſual 


* Cha, II. par. 1. ſell. 3. c. 12. 14. 


- CHAP. II. 


— 


PL 


CHAP II. 
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, cuſtom and bullion as formerly (6d. of preſent money per 
* boll) ; with this proviſion, that when the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſecret. council ſhall judge it neceſſary, for the good of 
the kingdom, and preventing of dearth, they may diſcharge 
the exportation of victual, of all ſorts, for ſo long a time as 
they ſhall think fit. As alſo for the improvement of the 
paſturage of this kingdom, and for encouragement of the 
© breeders of the beſtial thereof, It is ſtatute and ordained, 
with advice and conſent foreſaid, that the exportation, by 
< ſea, of all ſorts of beſtial, either nolt, ſheep, or ſwine, and 

© barrelled fleſhes, of all ſort, ſhall be free of cuſtom, bullion, 


and all other impoſitions, for the ſpace of nineteen years 
. next, e _ Gate hereof, 


La 


a The eſtates of . conſidering what great ſums 


* of money are carried out of the kingdom, by perſons im- 


« porters of corn hither from Ireland; who, having fold their 
* corns, export the money, without bartering any of che com- 
© modities of this kingdom, whereby the whole nation, thoſe 


C near adjacent parts of the kingdom, are much impoxeriſhed 


* of money; and that it is juſt and reaſonable chat the ſaid 


corns ſhould bear guſtom, toward the increaſe of his Majeſty's 


revenue, proportionally with other imported commodities; 
5 * eſpecially when the corns of this kingdom are ſold at eaſy 


rates: Therefore the King's majeſty, with advice and con- 


© ſent of his eſtates of parliament, doth, hereby impaſe L. 3 


Scots (equal to 68. of the preſent money) of cuſtom, upon ilk 
* boll, Linlithgow meafure, of corn imported into this king- 


dom, from Ireland, after the firſt day af September next: 
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* 


And appoints 30s. Scots (equal to 3s. Sterling) to be raiſed 
upon ilk boll already imported, and not yet retailed, con- 
form to an act of the committee of eſtates, made there anent 
anno 1660. But leſt the more indigent ſort of people might 
be prejudiced, by heightening the prices of ſaid corns in the 
time of dearth, under pretence of the ſaid cuſtom: Therefore 


VVV 


* 


hereby give power to the Lords of his privy council, to re- 
mit and diſcharge the exacting of the ſaid cuſtom, when 
they ſhall find the prices of the victual of this kingdom, 
meal and barley reſpective, to exceed L. 8 the boll; and ap- 
points the Lords of his exchequer to cauſe put this act to full 
execution, and cauſe the foreſaid cuſtom be exactly levied; 
© with power to them to allow ſuch fees to the collectors 
, thereof as they ſhall think fir” 


Here this Scotch 8 ty took the lead in the libe- 
ral and wiſe exerciſe of their powers, for the encouraging of 


agriculture, and thereby procuring at} and cheapneſs of 
ares of all * f 


| Ther Peas n exportation of all ſorts of grain, when 
the prices at home were moderate, upon payment of a ſmall 
duty; and, as long as the prices remained in that ſituation, 
the duties payable upon importation were equal to a prohibi- 
tion: and they gave unlimited powers to export cattle, and 
barrelled fleſhes of all kinds, without the payment of any 
duty: While, in England, importation was permitted, when the 
price of corn at home was at the cheapeſt rate, upon payment 


the King's majeſty, with advice and conſent foreſaid, doth 


CHAP. I. | 


— 


CHAP. II. 
— 


1669. 


1670. 
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of a low duty; and the duties upon exportation, when the 


price of corn was in _ fame fituation, amounted to 9 


Dinh ᷑ s bo 


And the parliament of Scotland, upon re- conſidering the 
ſubject, and finding the exportation of corn had been ob- 
ſtructed, by the duty payable upon the ſame, they now re- 
moved all duties, except a merk the chalder (equal to 18. 4d. 
preſent money), payable upon corn exported, when the prices 
at home did not exceed thofe ſtated in the above law, anno 
1663 *. And for preventing any debates that might ariſe 
anent the reſpective prices of victual, when the ſame were un- 
der or above che rates expreſſed in the ſaid act, they recom- 


mended to, and authoriſed the Lords of the privy council to 
determine the ſame ; and declared, that it ſhould; be lawful to 


his Majeſty's ſubjects to export corns of all ſorts, unleſs by a. 
proclamation or public intimation from the ſaid Lords of coun- 


eil W be n and diſcharged © to a * ſame. 


The 8 deal upon England, for oarinenc of the price 
of the great quantities of grain imported, brought on a revi- 
ſion of the corn laws; and by a law now paſſed, entitled; An 
act for improvement of tillage and the breed of cattle, for 
the common good and welfare of the kingdom, it was enact- 
ed, That it ſhould be lawful for every perſon, native and 


foreigner, at any time, to tranſport, as mere handiſe, all ſorts 
1 . the IG ace che rates in de ad of 
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the 15th of the preſent reign ; paying for the ſame the rates 
contained in the act of tonnage and poundage. And when 
the prices of corn, at the places where the ſame ſhould be im- 
ported, ſhould not exceed the rates following, there ſhould be 
paid for cuſtom theſe rates, viz. For every quarter of Wheat, 
when the ſame ſhould: not exceed 53s. 4d. (equal to L. 3: 4s. 
of preſent money), the ſum of 16s. (equal to 198. 2d.) ; when 
the ſame ſhould: exceed 53s. 4d. and not exceed L. 4 (equal to 
L. 4: 16s.), there ſhould be paid 8s. (equal to gs. 7d.) ; for 
every quarter of rye, when the ſame did not exceed 40s. 
(equal to L. 2 : 88.), the ſum of 16s. (198. 2d.); for every 
quarter of barley, malt, or buck wheat, when the ſame did 
not exceed 32s. (equal to L. 1: 18: 5), the ſum of 16s. (198. 
2d.).; for every quarter of oats, when the fame did' not ex- 
ceed 168. (198. 2d.), the ſum of 5s. 4d. (equal to 6s. 5d.); 
and for every quarter of peaſe and beans, when the ſame did 
not exceed 408. (L. 2 : 8s.), the ſum of 16s. (198. 2d.): And 


when the prices of corn ſhould exceed the rates foreſaid, there 
ſhould be paid the former cuſtom and poundage. Suppoſed 


to have been intended by the act 1663 to be 58. 4d. (equal 


to 68. 5d.) for wheat; 48. (equal to 4s. 10d.) for rye, peaſe, 
and beans; 28. 8d; (equal to 38. 2d.) for barley and malt; and 


18. 4d. (equal to 18. . for oats *. 


This 5 was certainly intended to encourage the exporta- 
tion of Engliſh corn; and to check, if not to prohibit, the 


e of foreign grain. 


22 Cha. II. c. 13. f 1. 2. 
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But exportation was effectually prevented by the high duties 
continued upon it; and, ſimilar to the operation of the word 
not in the former law, the check intended for importation was 
rendered nugatory, by having no rule laid down for aſcer- 


_ taining the price of grain, at the time or place of importa- 


tion; ſo that this trade continued to be carried on upon 
payment of the low duties, agriculture languiſhed, the mer- 
chants found their account in feeding the people with foreign 
grain, and the prices continued high; the. average price of 
the quarter of wheat, for the ten years preceding this date, 
having been L.2:8: 10, equal to L. 2 :18;8 of preſent mo- 
ney. | ap + 


A farmer knows little about loves 3 he ſeldom hear of them ; 


if he did, he probably would not underſtand them, or if he 


did underſtand them, his cry is at too great a diſtance to be 
heard; but he feels his ſituation, when he finds himſelf un- 
able to maintain his family, and pay his landlord, by the 
raiſing of corn. By theſe laws, the poorer fatmers came to 
be.ruined, the richer were weakened, and obliged to turn 
their attention from corn to cattle, ſheep, or any other ob- 


ject by which they could ſupport their families ; the price of 


corn roſe upon the manufacturers and labourers, and an im- 
porter of foreign grain came be a great man, raiſed upon 


the ruins. of the landholders, the farmers, and the manufactu- 
FETs. 4a A 14 83 f 9 Ma 1 f bi ; 241 


„ & * CE C 


* 


This picture, may, with great propriery, be held up to 
the e day. | e 2 A149 
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The landholder, een comes to feel in his turn; his 
tenants fail, and his rents are not paid. Neceſſity calls forth 


exertion, he diſcovers the cauſe of the evil, and his fituation 
2 him to apply for redreſs. 


Theſe operations, ese are generally very flow. We have 
ſeen a fingle monoſyllable pervert the meaning and beneficial 
intentions of a very material law, and remain for ſeven years 
without alteration ; and, 1n the preſent caſe, things remain- 
ed as they were now placed, during the remainder of 
this thoughtleſs reign, which continued for 15 years af- 
ter the prefent period. The price of grain of courſe conti- 
nued high; the average price of a quarter of wheat, for the 
20 years, from 1660 to 1680, having been L.2:9:9, equal 
to L. 2:19: 95 of preſent money. 


Upon the acceſſion of James II. the evaſion of the duties 
payable upon grain imported, and the diſtreſs brought upon 
England by the immenſe importation of foreign grain, were 
brought before the parliament of that kingdom, and the 


following law was made, entitled, An additional act for the 
„ e 


3:36 Pitathigches (by an act made in the 22d year of the reign 
© his late Majeſty, of ever bleſſed memory, entitled, An act for 
the improvement of tillage, and the breed of cattle,” it is, 
amongſt other things provided and enaRed, that from and 


* 1 Ja. 2. c. 19. 
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after the agth day of June 1670, and from thence forward, 
certain rates ſhould be paid for the cuſtom and poundage of 
foreign corn and grain, imported into this kingdom, accord- 
ing to the prices of Engliſh corn, at the towns, havens, and 

© places, when and where the ſame ſhould be imported, as 
© by the ſaid act particularly appeareth - 


And inaſmuch as no proviſion was made by the ſaid act, 
for aſcertaining and determining the ſaid prices, by reaſon 
< whereof ſeveral great quantities of foreign corn and grain 
© have been imported, without paying the reſpective duties by 
* the ſaid act appointed, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the ſaid act: 


* 


Now for ſupplying the ſaid defect) be it enacted, by the 
* King's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and the Com- 
mons in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by authority 
© of the ſame; That from and after the feaſt of St Michael the 
* archangel, next, and from thence forward, it ſhall and may 
© be lawful to, and for all and every the juſtices of the peace 
© for the ſeveral and reſpective counties, within his Majeſty” 8 
* kingdom of England, dominion of Wales, and town of 
© Berwick upon Tweed, wherein foreign corn or grain ſhall or 
may be hereafter imported; and they and every of them 
are hereby enjoined and required, at their next reſpective 
© quarter-ſeſſions, after Michaelmas and Eaſter-day yearly, by 
© the oaths of two or more honeſt and ſubſtantial perſons of 
the reſpective counties, being neither merchants nor factors 
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for the i importing of corn, nor anyways I" nor in- 
© tereſted in the corn ſo imported; and each of them having 
* a freehold eſtate of L. 20 per annum, or a leaſehold eſtate of 
L. 50 per annum, above all charges and reprizes, and being 
* {killed in the prices of corn, (which oath all and every the 
© ſaid juſtices are hereby empowered to adminiſter) and by 


amine and determine the common market prices of middling 
© Engliſh corn and grain, of the reſpective ſorts in the ſaid act 


in the ſaid reſpective counties into which any foreign corn 
© or ſhall be imported, and to certify the ſame, with two ſuch 
© oaths made as aforeſaid, in writing annexed, unto his Ma- 
« jeſty's chief officer and collector of the cuſtoms for the time 
© being, reſiding in the ſaid reſpective ports or havens, where 


La 


* 


ſome public place in the cuſtom-houſe, to which all perſons 
may reſort, for their information. | 


And it is hereby farther enacted, by the authority afore- 
* ſaid, that from and after the feaſt of St Michael the arch- 
angel, next, the cuſtom and duty of foreign corn and grain, 
imported into any of his Majeſty's ſaid dominions of Eng- 


* 


* by the ſaid act to be paid, ſhall be collected and paid accord- 
ing to the prices contained in ſuch reſpective certificates as 
aforeſaid, and not otherwiſe; any thing in this act, or in 


any other law or ſtatute, contained to the contrary notwith- 
—_— | | 


La 


* ſuch other ways and means as to them ſhall ſeem fit, to ex- 


mentioned, as the ſame ſhall be commonly bought and ſold, 


the ſaid corn and grain ſhall be imported, to be hung up in 


land, Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, appointed. 
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* 


provided always, and be it further enacted by the autho- 
© rity aforeſaid, That all that by virtue of this act is to be 
© done by the juſtices of the peace, at their quarter-ſefhons, 
© in their ſeveral counties, ſhall be done and performed in like 


manner in the city of London, in the months of October 
and April yearly, by the mayor, aldermen, and juſtices of 


peace there; and that the perſons making ſuch oath ſhall be 
© no corn-chandler, mealman, factor, merchant, or other per- 
© ſon intereſted in ſuch corn fo to be imported; but ſhall. be 
« ſome ſubſtantial houſe-keepers, living in Middleſex or Sur- 
b qualified as aforeſaid.” Te | 


In ce the importation of victual from Ireland had 
been prohibited under ſevere penalties ; but reſerving power to 
the Lords of the privy council to admit of i it, for ſuch times as 
they ſhould think fit, when the price within the kingdom was 
at or above L. 8 Scots, (equal to 16s. of preſent money) for 
beer and meal; and L. 10 (equal to 208.) for wheat, per boll*. 
And now a total prohibition to import victual from Ireland 
was enacted, and all vidual that ſhould be imported from 
thence was ordered to be ſunk and ae T. 


The average price of a quarter of blatt in England, for the 


ten years from 1650 to 1660, was L. 2: 9: 6, equal to L. 2: 19: 5 


of preſent money; from 1660 to 1670, it was L. 2: 81 10, equal 


* 0 
* Cha. 2. par. 2. ſeſſ. 3. c. 3. 


4 Ja. 7. Par. I. ſel. 3» e. 14 
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to L.2:18:8; from 1670 to 1680, it was L. 2 10:8, equal 


to L. 3:0: 10 of preſent money; and the average price of 


the quarter of wheat, from 1681 to 1685, incluſive, was L. 2 


48. 3d. equal to L. 2: 13: 1 of preſent money. 
N 2 


The reader will be farther enabled to judge of the unfa- 
vourable ſyſtem of the corn laws, which we have reviewed in 
this chapter, by the ſcale we ſhall annex of the prices fixed 
by thoſe laws, for the exportation and importation of wheat, 
from the year 1360 to 1688 *. 


It is very ſingular, that the benefit which muſt ariſe to e- 
very nation, from raiſing as much corn as poſſible, and ex- 
porting ſuch-parts of it as the home conſumption does not re- 
quire, ſhould have been ſo long miſapprehended in Great Bri- 
tain, The example of their neighbours, who wiſely exchang- 
ed their excreſcent ſtock of corn, for the raw materials and 
money of England and Scotland, ſhould have pointed out the 
benefit of that trade ; for had it not been profitable they would 
Not have continued it for ſo many centuries, 


This importation trade cut many ways againſt the moſt ma- 
terial intereſts of Great Britain. Our agriculture decayed, 


a great part of the lands lay without tillage, population 
conſequently decreaſed, the public revenue ſuffered a propor- 
tional diminution, and our remaining manufacturers came to 


* Vide, Appendix, No 6. 
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CHAP. 11, be fed at a very high price, with the productions of the lands 
— of other nations, often our enemies, who drew immenſe pro- 


fits therefrom, and drained our country of its wealth. F 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the caujes and effefts of the ſeveral Corn Laws of Great Britain, 
Jubſequent to the Revolution in the year 1688. 


_T AVING traced the corn laws of Great Britain, for near five 
hundred years prior to the Revolution; and having, to the 

beſt of our ability, recogniſed the wiſdom, and pointed out 
the errors or defects of thoſe laws, it is with pleaſure we now 
approach to that period, when the ſame daring andenlightened 
ſpirit, that could dart through and reform the errors of govern- 
ment, appears.to have cut aſunder thoſe chains, in which the 
- agriculture of theſe kingdoms had been fettered for ſo many 

ages. 17 


This happy change was not effected by amending or reform- 
ing the old laws, or ſimply, by leſſening the duties upon grain 
exported; but boldly, by relinquiſhing èvery idea of revenue 
from corn raiſed at home, and eſtabliſhing a new ſyſtem, 
which would both invigorate agriculture, and give a new 
ſpring to trade and navigation. 


0 
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In a numerous, and well regulated ſociety, the efficiency of 
laws points out, to the legiſlature, the ſtudy, the care, and 
the attention, with which they ought to be conſtructed. 


Their operations are immediate, the conſequences are ſoon: 


felt; and the effects of thoſe laws, which we are now about to 


inveſtigate, will, it is hoped, afford inſtruction to future gene- 
es as Nen as to che preſent. | 


" 4 


n 1 the acceſſion of Wilkam and Mary, the follow- 


ing law was made, entitled, An act for encouraging the ex- 


1 of corn. 


- 4. Fora 8 as it hath been found by experience, that the 
exportation of corn and grain into foreign parts, when the 
price thereof 1s at a low rate in this kingdom, hath been a 


great advantage, not only to the owners of land, but to the 
8 trade of this mn in an * ö 1 


Fo 


— 


Be it therefore enacted, by the King's and Queen's moſt 
excellent majeſties, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and of the Commons 
now aſſembled in parliament, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That when malt or barley, Wincheſter meaſure, is and 


* ſhall be at 248. per quarter (equal to 28s. od. of preſent 
money), or under; rye, at 328. (equal to 38s. 5d.) per quar- 
© ter, or under; and wheat, at 48s. (equal to L. 2: 17:7) a 


quarter, or under; in any port or ports of this kingdom, or 


dominion of Wales; wer merchant or other perſon; who 


Y 


THE CORN LAWS. 75 


* ſhall put on ſhip board, in Engliſh ſhipping, the maſter and 
* two thirds of his mariners, at leaſt, being their majeſties 


* ſubjects, any ſorts of the corn aforeſaid, from any ſuch 


ports, where the rates ſhall not then be higher than as afore- 
ſaid, with intent to export the ſaid corn to parts beyond the 
© ſeas, every ſuch merchant, or other perſon, ſhall bring a certi- 
« ficate, in writing, under his or their hands, containing the 

quantity or quality of corn, ſo ſhipped, to the farmers, com- 
miſſioners, collectors, or other perſons appointed, or to be 
appointed, for the time being, to collect the duties and rates, 
* arifing by cuſtoms within any ſuch port; and, upon proof 
made of any ſuch certificate, by one or more credible perfon 
or perſons, upon their oaths, which oaths the ſaid commiſ- 
* fioners, or other perſons, are hereby authoriſed and required 
to adminiſter ; and upon bond given, by every ſuch mer- 
© chant, or other perſons, in the ſum of L. 200 at leaſt, for 
every 100 tons of corn ſo ſhipped, and ſo proportionably, 


that the ſaid corn (danger of the ſeas excepted) ſhall be ex- 


ported into parts beyond the ſeas, and not be again landed 
in the kingdom of England, dominion of Wales, the iſlands 
© of Guernſey and Jerſey, or town of Berwick upon Tweed : 
Every ſuch merchant, ſo ſhipping off any of the aforeſaid 
corn, and grving certificate and bond as aforeſaid, ſhall have 
© and receive from ſuch farmers, commiſſioners, and collectors, 
© .or other perſons, in any port reſpeQivgly, where the ſame 
corn ſhall be ſo ſhipped, for every quarter of barley or malt, 
ground or unground, 28. 6d. (equal to 38. of preſent money); 
for every quarter of rye, ground or unground, 3s. 6d. (equal 


* to 48. 2d.); for every quarter of wheat, ground or 
K 2 | 
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CHAP. 111, 


. round, 8. (equal to 68.) ; which f ſums; every ſuch: 
r Bro 38. (eq o 68.) ; whic um or ſums, every ſuc 


commiſſioner, farmer, or other perſons, are hereby autho- 
riſed and required, upon demand by ſuch exporter, to make 
preſent payment of accordingly; without taking or requi- 
ring any thing for cuſtom; or any fee or reward for corn ſo 
© laden to be exported; or for ſo much grain as ſhall be ex- 
ported in any ſhip, wherein any other goods ſhall be ſhipped ; 
any law, ſtatute, or uſage, in any wiſe to the contrary not- 
+ withſtanding: And upon certificate returned, under the com- 
© mon ſeal of the chief magiſtrate, in any place or places be- 
vyond the ſeas; or under the hands and ſeals of two known 
Engliſh merchants upon the place, that ſuch corn was there 
© landed ; or upon proof, by credible perſons, that ſuch corn 
* was taken by enemies, or periſhed in the ſeas, the examina- 
tion and proof thereof being left to the judgment of ſuch. 
commiſſioners, farmers, collectors, or other perſons; which 
proof being made, or certificate delivered, to ſuch perſon or 
© perſons, reſpectively, as took bond as aforeſaid ; the ſaid 
© bond ſhall be delivered up to ſuch exporter, or his order, 
_ © to be cancelled, without ary fee for the ſame; And the 
* monies, by any ſuch commiſſioners, farmers, collectors, or 
© other perſon, ſo paid, in obedience to this act, ſhall be ac- 
cepted of in his or their accounts, as ſo much paid to their 
Majeſties; and he and they is, and ſhall be, diſcharged 
© therefore accordingly *.“ And when grain was at or under 
| the above prices, the above bounty was extended t to > corn hn; If 
red at Berwick f. #5 ban ee | 
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This policy was ſoon after followed in Scotland, by a law 
entitled, An act for encouraging the exportation of victual, in 


theſe words: His Majeſty, and eſtates of parliament, conſi- 


dering that the grains of all ſorts, are the greateſt product 


© and commodity of this nation; and conſidering how neceſ- 


bs ſary it is for the promoting of tillage, and improvement of 
© trade, to the beſt advantage of the kingdom, that an effec- 


© tual encouragement be granted for exportation of corns and 
victual forth thereof: Therefore his Majeſty, out of his royal 


© bounty, with conſent of the eſtates. of parliament, ſtatutes 
and ordains, That all ſorts of grain, exported out of the 
kingdom, after Martinmas 1696, ſhall be free of any dues 


© formerly payable upon exportation: And that for encoura- 


ging export, after the ſaid term, there ſhall be given out of 


the cuſtoms, to the exporter, upon his oath of verity of the 
numbers of the bolls exported, ſubſeribed with his hand, 
and atteſted by the collector of the next adjacent cuſtom- 
© houſe, eight merks for ilk chalder of grain that ſhall be ex- 


ported, by ſea or land, when they ſhall not exceed the prices 


© following, viz. When wheat is at or under twelve pound the 
** boll, (equal to L. 1: 4s. of preſent money); bear, barley, 
and malt, at or under eight pound, (equal to 168.) per boll ; 
6 peaſe, oats, and meal, at or under fix pound, (equal to 128.) 
per boll; all the ſaid grains being of Linlithgow meaſure : 
With this-proviſion always, that the ſaid exportation ſhall be 
by Scotſmen, or in Scots ſhips, . and chat the maſter and 
three - fourth parts of the ſeamen of the ſaid ſhips ſhall be 
* Scotſmen : As alſo with this proviſion, that when the grains 
© exceed the forefaid rates, the Lords of his majeſty's. ſecret. 
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CHAP. H. council may ditharge the edpotiation of vidiual of el forts, 


„ 


1700. 


1706. 


. 


— 
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ay and till the grains fall to the prices foreſaid * 


But the ſubſidies and duties, payable upon corn exported 
from England, not having been given up by the former act, 
theſe were now finally removed by the following law : © And, 
for the greater encouragement of tillage, be it further en- 
* ated, by the authority aforeſaid, That from and after the 
goth day of March 1700, the ſubſidy, and all other duties 


© whatſoever, payable for, or upon the exportation of wheat, 


«rye, barley, malt, beans, peaſe, and other ſorts of corn and 
© grain whatſoever, ground and unground ; and for, and upon 
© the exportation of bread, biſcuit, and meal, or any of them, 
out of, or from the kingdom of England, dominion of 
* Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed, as to ſo much & 
© the ſaid commodities, or any of chem, as ſhall be ſo exported, 
after the ſaid zoth day of March, ſhall ceaſe, determine, 
and be no longer due or payable to his Maj eſty, his heirs, 


© or ſucceſſors; any law, ſtatute, uſage, or r preſcription to the 


28 wee, S nee Fo 


Thus the greats: and new ſyſtem a corn. 8 was finally 
eſtabliſhed, both in England and Scotland; and theſe king- 
doms having ſoon after been thoroughly incorporated, their 
corn laws-were in like manner united by the following ſection 
of the 6th article of the act of Union: © That all the parts of 

| 4h ny W for vers from and after che N 856 ſhall 
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© have the ſame allowances, encouragements, and drawbacks, 
+ and be under the ſame prohibitions, reſtrictions, and regu- 


* lations of trade, and liable to the ſame cuſtoms and duties 
on import and export; and that the allowances, encourage- 


* ments, and drawbacks, prohibitions, reſtrictions, and regu- 
* lations of trade, and the cuſtoms and duties on import and 


® export, ſettled in England, when the Union commences, 
* ſhall, from and after the Union, take place throughout the 


* whole united kingdom; excepting and reſerving the duties 


upon export and import of fuch particular commodities, 
from which any perſons, the ſubjects of either kingdom, 
6 are ſpecially liberated and exempted by their private rights; 
© which after the Union are to remain fafe and entire to them, 


in all reſpects, as before the fame : And that from and after 


© the Union, no Scots cattle, carried into England, ſhall be 
liable to any other duties, either on the public or private ac- 
counts, than thoſe duties to which the cattle of England are, 
* or ſhall be liable, within the ſaid kingdom; And ſeeing, by 
© the laws of England, there are rewards granted upon the ex- 

© portation of certain kinds of grain, wherein-oats, grinded or 
© ungrinded, are not expreſſed; That from and after the Union, 
© when oats ſhall be ſold at 15s. Sterling (equal to 18s. of pre- 
ſent money) per quarter, or under; there ſhall be paid 28. 
6d. Sterling (equal to 3s.) for every quarter of the oatmeal 
©. exported in terms of the law; whereby, and ſo long as re- 
© wards are granted for exportation of other grains, and that 
1 2 beer of Seotland have the ſame rewards as barley. And 
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in reſpect the importation of victual into Scotland, from any 


* beyond the ſea, would prove a diſcouragement to til 


* 
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ny lage 35 thewfore, that the prohibition, now in PT by che 


law of Scotland; againſt importation of victual from Ire- 
land, or any other place beyond the ſea, into Scotland, do, 


_ © after the Union, remain in the ſame force as now it is, until 


more proper and effectual ways be provided by the parlia- 
< ment of Great Britain, for Dee tel the i e N of 
. * the ſaid 8 * 9 N Dal 4 


£ 


F 


| And, 5 another hw of. the 0 year, it was * as 


| follows: $ And whereas, by the foreſaid articles of Union, it is 


provided, that from and after the Union chere ſhall be certain 
«* allowances for all oatmeal, and grain called beer; exported 
© from Scotland: Be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
« that for all oatmeal, and grain called beer, alias bigg, which, 
from and after the ſaid firſt day of May 1707, ſhall be ex- 

ported from any port of this kingdom of England, dominion 
3 Sof Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, to parts be- 
0 « yond the ſeas, by any merchant, or other perſon or perſons. 
e © whatſoever, there ſhall be the like premium given upon the 


_ exportation thereof, as is to be given upon exportation of 
6 < oatmeal and beer from Scotland; ſuch merchant, or other 


perſon, firſt bringing a certificate, in writing,” under his or 
* their, hands, containing the quantity of ſuch. oatmeal, or 
© beer, alias bigg, ſo ſhipped, to the collector or other perſons 
appointed, or to be appointed, for the time being, to collect 
< the duties or rates ariſing by cuſtoms within any ſuch port; 
« and TOES INE: of * W y W e 
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 * dible perſon or perſons, upon their oaths, (which oaths the CHAP. III. 
4 the ſaid collector or other perſon is hereby authoriſed and * * 
* required to adminiſter), and giving bond in the ſum of L. 10 
at leaſt, for every ton of oatmeal fo ſhipped, conſiſting of 
© 20 hundred weight; and for every forty buſhels of beer, 
alias bigg, ſo ſhipped; and fo proportionally for a greater or 
leſſer quantity; that the ſame ſhall be ſo exported to parts 
beyond the ſeas, and not to be relanded: which premium, 
every merchant or other perſon, ſo ſhipping off any ſuch 
* oatmeal, or beer, alias bigg, and giving certificate and bond 
© as aforeſaid, ſhall have and receive, from the collector or 
© other perſon, as aforeſaid, in any port reſpectively, when ' 
the ſame ſhall be ſo ſhipped, out of her Majeſty's revenue 
© of the cuſtoms; and upon certificate returned, under the 
© common ſeal of the chief magiſtrate, in any place or places 
beyond the ſeas ; or under the hands and ſeals of two known 
* Engliſh merchants upon the place, that ſuch oatmeal, or beer, 
© alias bigg, was there landed; or upon proof, by credible 
« perſons, that ſuch oatmeal, or beer, alias bigg, was taken by 
enemies, or periſhed by the ſeas: which proof being made, 
© or certificate delivered, to the collector or other perſons, who 
took bond as aforeſaid, the ſaid bond {hall be delivered up 
to ſuch merchant or other perſon, or his order, to be can- 
© celled, without any fee for the ſame, 


And whereas, by an act of parliament, made in the firſt 
year of the reign of the late King William and Queen Mary, 
© of bleſſed memory, entitled, An act for the encouraging 
* the exportation of corn, it was, among other things, thereby 

L 


82 AN INQUIRY INTO 


CHAP. 111. © enaQted, that every ſuch merchant, by the ſaid act deſcribed; 
+ ſhipping any malt or barley, rye or wheat, and giving cer- 
* tificate and bond, as the ſaid act directs, ſhall have and re- 
_ © ceive from the farmers, commiſſioners, collectors, or other 
© perſons appointed, or to be appointed, for the time being, to 
© colle the duties and rates, ariſing by cuſtoms, within any 
© ſuch port where the ſaid corn ſhall be ſhipped off, for every 
© quarter of barley or malt, ground or unground, 28. 6d. ; 
for every quarter of rye, ground or unground, 3s. 6d. ; for 
\' every quarter of wheat, ground or unground, 5s.: And 
© whereas, ſince the making of the ſaid act, there have been 
© divers quantities of malt made of wheat, ſome part whereof 
© hath been exported; and ſome doubts having ariſen touch- 
ing the bounty money to be paid upon the exportation there- 
© of, to the diſcouragement of the exportation of corn; and 
for clearing thereof, and for preventing future diſputes 
touching the ſame, be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
That every merchant, or other perſon, exporting malt made 
© of wheat, from and after the ſaid firſt day of May 1707, 
© ſhall have and receive of the ſaid farmers, commiſſioners, or 
© perſons aforeſaid, 5s. for every quarter of malt made of 
© wheat, or wheat malt, ground or unground, to be paid by 

© the reſpective perſons, in the ſaid recited act mentioned *.“ 


In Scotland, ſome time before the Union, (annd 1703) an 
act of parliament was paſled, confirming the former laws of. 


1672 and 1686 againſt the importation of victual and cattie 
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from ſreland ; and to render the prohibition more effectual, 
it was, beſides other penalties, ſtatuted and declared, That 


4+ 


4 


C 


all importers of Iriſh victual, as well maſters and ſeamen of 


the veſlels wherein it is imported, as alſo the reſetters, ſellers, 


retailers, and buyers thereof, or any part thereof, wittingly, 
ſhall not only be liable to the pains and penalties of the act 
1672, but likewiſe all under the degree of heritors, ſhall be 
delivered to any Scots officer, ſerving her Majeſty's allies 
abroad, and to be tranſported by. them for recruits, when 
once diſcovered and convicted, &c. And, by the ſame law, 
all importation of victual, by ſea or land, from any country 
whatſoever, into Scotland ; and all buying and ſelling, re- 
ſetting and retailing, wittingly, of victual imported, is ex- 
preſsly prohibited, except that wheat, peaſe, and beans, for 
ſeed, might be imported into England, upon payment of 
408. (equal to 4s. of preſent money) more than the ordinary 
cuſtom, per boll; if fairly imported and entered, &c.: Pro- 
vided always, that when, by reaſon of dearth, the prices of 
victual exceeds the rates aftermentioned, viz. wheat, twelve 
pound (equal to L. I: 48. of preſent money) the boll; bear, 
barley, malt, and meal, eight pound (equal to 168.) per boll; 
and oats and peaſe, ſix pound (equal to 128.) per boll; the 
Lords of her Majeſty's privy council ſhall have power, after 
due trial by them taken, to ſuſpend and diſcharge the 
execution of the ſaid prohibitory acts, for ſuch ſpace and 
time as the exigence of the ſaid dearth ſhall require, and no 
longer X. 


Anne, par. 1. c. 9. 


CHAP, III. 
Dt 


CHAP, 111. 
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Theſe were the laws which received the ſanction of the 6th 
article of the Union, above ingroſſed. 


In all countries, laws, particularly thoſe of bounty or re- 
venue, receive an uncertain execution, where there is any ma- 
terial word either wanting or fupernumerary, or any clauſe 


which can receive an equivocal explanation by perſons in- 


The prices and duties of corn, imported, were fixed by the 
act 1670; but, as has been already obſerved, the duties were 
evaded, by the act having laid down no rule for 3 


K ap-che-eidzes and gileces of imporration.. , 


This defect was ſupplied by the act 1685, by which the juſ- 


tices of peace of the ſeveral counties were enjoined and re- 
quired, at their reſpective quarter ſeſſions, to inquire into 


and determine the prices of grain, at fixed periods; and to 
ſend certificates thereof to the ſeveral cuſtom-houſes, within 
their juriſdictions, to be hung up there, in a public place, 
for the direction and rule of mn concerned. 


i as, Wa this law, wal the e of the execution of 
it was to be compenſated, nor the neglect of it to be puniſſied, 


it was, in many places, not attended to; and, as no method. or 
rule had been ſubſtituted, in the event of this defect, im- 


porters availed themſelves of the opening; and, in the years 
1728 and 1729, they introduced a great deal of foreign corn 
into Great Britain, without payment of the duties. 
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Some difficulties had alſo ariſen, from the methods which 
had been practiſed, in aſcertaining the prices and ** of 
corn exported. 


* 


A law was therefore now made, which, after narrating, in 
the preamble, the two laws above noticed, proceeds thus : 
And whereas the juſtices of the peace, in ſome of the 


counties of this kingdom, have, notwithſtandiug the laſt 


mentioned act, omitted or neglected to ſettle the price of 
corn, at their quarter ſeſſions, after Michaelmas laſt, and to 
© return certificates thereof to the chief officer and collector of 
© the cuſtoms, reſiding in the reſpective ports, where the 
© ſaid corn has been, or may be imported; by means whereof 
© the ſaid officers were at a loſs how to charge the cuſtom and 
© duty due for ſuch corn, which has been, and may be a great 
© loſs to the revenue, and a detriment to the farmers and fair 
6 traders.” 


The juſtices therefore, who 8 omitted their duty, were 
enjoined and required, at their then next quarter ſeſſions, or 
any adjournment thereof, to inquire into and determine what 
the common market prices of middling Britiſh corn, or grain, 

were, at or about Michaelmas then laſt, in their reſpective 
counties, by ſuch ways as were directed by the act 1670, and 
to grant certificates thereof; according to which the officers 
of the cuſtoms, and all. other perſons concerned, were to go- 
vern themſelves. | 


And. in. all caſes, where any corn or grain had been import- 


CHAP, III. 
— 


1729. 


- 
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CHAP. II. ed ſince the firſt day of Michaelmas quarter ſeſſions then laſt 


L=yY = Il 


paſt, if the importers or proprietors thereof had neglected to 


pay the reſpective duties for the ſame, or ſhould negle& to pay 


the ſame upon demand, ſuch importers or proprietors ſhould 
forfeit and loſe all ſuch corn and grain, or the value thereof. 


And in caſe the juſtices of peace ſhould thereafter omit or 
neglect to examine and determine the prices of corn and grain, 
and to certify the ſame to the officers of the cuſtoms\; then, 


and in ſuch caſe, the collector of the cuſtoms, at the reſpective 
ports of importation, was impowered to receive the ſeveral du- 


ties, according to the loweſt price of the ſeveral forts of corn 
and grain, mentioned in the foreſaid act 1670. | 


And for the better aſcertaining the quantity of corn or grain, 
to be ſhipped for exportation, which, by the act 1688, is no 
otherwiſe aſcertained than by the certificate to the exporter, at- 
teſted upon oath, it was enacted, that the proper officers of . 


the cuſtoms ſhould be empowered to admeaſure all cora and 


grain, whereon there is an allowance, payable upon the ex- 
portation thereof, by a tub, or meaſure, containing four Win- 
cheſter buſhels ; and if ſuch corn or grain, intended to be ex- 
ported, ſhould be brought to be ſhipped off, in ſacks, they 
were empowered to make choice of any two of theſe ſacks, 
out of twenty, and from them to compute the quantity of corn 
to be ſhipped, according to which the bounty was to be paid. 


And that the like powers, certificates, and regulations, ſhould 
be extended to the aſcertaining the prices and quantity of beer, 
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alias bigg, oatmeal, and malt, made of wheat, or wheat malt, 
intended for exportation *. 


Still, however, the remiſſneſs of the juſtices, or ſome other 
debility of the laws, had left an open door, through which 
conſiderable quantities of foreign grain were introduced into 
the kingdom, although the prices, at home, were exceedingly 
low : And, to prevent that abuſe, another law was made, men- 
tioning that, Whereas by an act made in the firſt year of the 
© reign of his late majeſty King James II. entitled, An addi- 
tional act for the improvement of tillage, proviſion was made 
* for examining and determining the common market price. of 
* Engliſh middling corn and grain, which nevertheleſs hath 
been found ineffectual :;* Therefore, for the better aſcertain- 
ing the ſame, and for preventing the fraudulent importation of 
foreign corn and grain, it was enacted, That it ſhould be lawful 
for all and every the juſtices of peace, for the ſeveral and re- 
ſpective counties within that part of Great Britain called Eng- 
gland, Wales, and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, where- 
in foreign corn or grain ſhould or might be imported; and 
they were thereby enjoined and required, at every their quar- 
ter ſeſſions, to give in charge, in open court, to the grand 
Jury, to make inquiry and preſentment, upon their oaths, of 
the common market prices of middling Engliſh corn and grain, 
of the reſpective ſorts and quantities mentioned in an. act 
made in the 22d year of the reign of King Charles II. entitled, 
An act for the improvement of tillage, and breed of cattle,” as 


| * 2 Geo, II. c. 18. 6 1, 27 37 47 5. 


CHAP, III. 
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the ſame ſhould be commonly bought and ſold, in every ſuch 
county; which i inquiry and preſentment, the ſaid grand Try 


were nn, aur and W ee to * 


That ſuch e ſhould be e in open court, and 


ſhould be certified by the ſaid juſtices, in writing, to his Ma- 


jeſty's chief officer and collector of the cuſtoms, for the time 
being, reſiding in every ſuch port or haven, where ſuch corn 
and grain ſhould be imported; and ſhould be hung up in 
ſome public place in the cuſtom-houſe, belonging to every 


ſuch port or haven, to be reſorted to by all perſons, for their 


information. 


That the cuſtom and duty of ſoreign corn and grain, im- 


pointed to be paid by the ſaid act of the 22d Charles II. 
ſhould be collected and paid according to the prices contain- 
ed in ſuch certificates as aforeſaid, and not otherwiſe ; any 
thing in the ſaid act of N — II. to the contrary” not- 
withſtanding. wes 4 | 


Batt nothing in this act to affect the authority given by the 


ſaid act of James II. to the city of London. It was alſo 
enacted: | 

That no warrant, ſufferance, coaſt-cocket, Sunäre. or let- 
paſs, whatſoever, ſhould be granted or allowed for tranſport- 
ing, conveying, or carrying forth, to the open ſea, in any ſhip 
or veſſel, from any port in England, Wales, or Berwick, to 
any other port or haven of the ſame, any foreign corn or grain, 


we 
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after the importation thereof; and that no perſon, or perſons 


whatſoever ſhould, directly or indirectly, tranſport, convey, 


or carry forth to the open ſea; or cauſe or procure to be tran- 
ſported, conveyed, or carried forth to the open ſea; or from 


any port, haven, creek, or road, or member thereof, in Eng- 


land, Wales, or Berwick, in order to be landed or diſcharged 
in any other port or place within the ſame ; or lade, or cauſe 
or procure to be laden, in any ſhip or veſſel, in order to be 
landed or diſcharged in any other port, haven, or place within 
the ſame, any foreign corn or grain, mixed with Engliſh corn 
and grain, after the importation thereof, under the ſevere 
penalties and forfeitures therein mentioned *. 


n had now recovered its ſtrength, and the exer- 
tions of our farmers had become vigorous and conſtant. 


For ſeveral years preceding this period, the price of grain 
had been very reaſonable; a great export tradę of corn had 
been carried on from Great Britain; and proper attention had 
been paid to the execution of thoſe laws which guarded againſt 
fraudulent 1 N | 


The Weng price of a quarter of wheat, for the 5 years from 
1731 to 1735 incluſive, was only 348.; the price of the quar- 
ter of wheat in 1736 was 408.; in 1737 it was 38s.; and, in 
the preſent year 1738, it was only 358. 6d. 


* 5 Geo. 2. c. 12. 


M 
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Vet in the midſt of this plenty, the common people had 
been ſtimulated to violence from motives, or by perſons, not 
now known. They roſe in mobs in different parts of the 
kingdom; they ſeized horſes and carriages on the way to the 
ports with corn for exportation, deftroyed the horſes and car- 
riages, beat the drivers, and ſcattered away the corn. 3 


95 


In fome places they pulled down granaries, and damaged or 
carried off the contents; they entered ſhips, and threw away 
bse N e aA of corn that had been ſhipped for 
exportation. ; 


To repreſs theſe diſorders, a law was made for the ſevere 
puniſhment of ſuch offenders, and ſubjecting the inhabitants of 
the hundred, in which ſuch offences ſhould be AY to 
the payment of the damage“ . 


Hitherto that orohibirion to import foreign grain into Scot- 
land, or to buy, ſell, or retail ſuch, had reſted upon che act 
170 , and the two preteding acts therein referred to, by which 


it was provided, that if, by reaſon of dearth, grain in Scotland 


ſhould exceed certain prices, the Lords of her Majeſty's privy 


council ſhould have power, after due trial by them taken, to 


ſuſpend and diſcharge the ſaid prohibitory acts, for ſuch ſpace 
of time as the exigency of the dearth ſhould require, and no 
longer. And, as is already noticed, by the 6th article of the 


Union, theſe prohibitory laws were declared to remain in force 


* 11 Geo. 2. c. 22. — 


ö 


until more proper and effectual ways ſhould be provided, by 
the parliament of Great Britain, for diſcouraging the importa- 
tion of victual from 1 ſea. 


Things, however, had remained in chis ſituation, without 
any ſuch proviſion having been made; and, as by act of the 
6th Anne, c. 6, it had been determined, that the Queen, her 
Heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhould have but one privy council for 
Great Britain ; the privy council of Scotland came thereby to 
be annihilated. 


The prices of grain, in Scotland, having riſen in the year 
1740, after a very ſevere winter, ſome importations of foreign 
grain were made, although againſt law, as no power then 


exiſted to ſuſpend the prohabitory acts in that Part of Great 
Britain. 


To obviate this difficulty, without entering into any new 
ſyſtem, a temporary expedient was adopted, and a law was now 


council of Scotland, for ſuſpending theſe prohibitory laws, 
when neceſſary, and removing ſuch ſuſpenſion, when the exi- 
gence of dearth no longer required it, were veſted in the Courts 
of ſeſſion, juſticiary, and exchequer, in Scotland; and rules 
were laid down for their procedure *. 


— 
* 


Some difficulties having ariſen with reſpect to the computa- 


7 


® 14 Geo. 2. c. 7. 
M 2 


made, by which the powers originally committed to che privy 


CHAP. III. 


1751. 
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tion and admeaſurement of wheat meal, and other ground 
corn and grain, whereon a bounty was payable upon exporta- 
tion ; in order to reconcile all diſputes and differences that 
might ariſe thereanent, the officers of the cuſtoms, by a law 
now made, were impowered to allow the ſame bounty, and 
no more,” upon the exportation of 224 pounds weight of wheat 
meal, or other ground corn or grain, whereon there was a 


bounty, as was allowed upon the exportation of four buſhels 


of wheat, or other corn or grain, unground, and fo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſſer quantity; and, for the greater 


expedition in the buſineſs, the officers were allowed to make 


1753- 


choice of two facks out of twenty, when the wheat meal, 


or other ground corn or grain, were brought in ſacks; from | 
whence they were to compute the weight of the meal, accord- 
ing to which the bounty was to be paid *. 


Theſe ſalutary laws had increaſed the export trade of corn 
to an amazing extent, while plenty remained at home, and 


the prices continued moderate. The average exportation for the 


four years, from 1748 to 1751 incluſive, amounted to 1,212,686 
quarters yearly and, the average price of rden. for theſe four 


N was 66 3d. per e 


»The revenue applicable to che payment of the bounty upon 
corn exported, having been alſo chargeable with other pay- 
ments, came to be inſufficient to diſcharge the monies due 


upon theſe great exportations; and a law was now made, by 


® 24 Geo. 2. c. 56. Fr. 
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which the debentures for theſe bounties were to carry intereſt 


at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, to commence fix months 


following the day when they ſhould, or might have been pro- 
duced to the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms at London, accord- 


CHAP. 111. 
Lym) 


ing to the directions of the act of the 12th and 13th of King 


William *. 


The crop of this year having been weak, and of courſe the 
prices of grain having riſen, the common people, long ac- 
cuſtomed to plenty and cheapneſs, did not attribute the riſe 
in the prices, to the ſhortneſs of the crop, but to the arts of 
the farmers, dealers, millers, &c. and got into mobs, com- 
mitted many outrages in different parts of the kingdom, and 
deſtroyed mills with the grain. in them, as if they had been 
the chief acceſſories to the dearth. 


The advanced prices of corn, however, brought forward 
laws, by which all ſorts of corn, meal, malt, flour, bread, 
biſcuit, or ſtarch, were prohibited to be exported. before the 
25th December 1757 ; only malt, made for exportation, and 


declared to be ſo before the 4th December 1756, was allowed 


to be exported ; and veſlels cleared out, before the 25th Decem- 
ber 1756, were allowed to proceed on their voyages: But it 


was provided, that in caſe his Majeſty ſhould, at any time, 


before the ſaid 25th December 1757, judge. it to be moſt for 


1756. 


1757. 


the benefit and advantage of the kingdom, to permit the ex- | 


portation of the corn, and the other commodities aforeſaid, or 


* 26 Geo. 2. c. 15. 
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any of them, that then it ſhould be lawful for his Majeſty, by 
proclamation, to be iſſued by and with the advice of his privy 
council, or by his Majeſty's order in council, to be publiſhed 
in the London Gazette, from time to time, to permit and ſuf- 
fer all and every perſon and perſons, natives and foreigners, 
(but not any particular perſon or perſons) at any time or 
times, before the ſaid 25th day of December 1757, to 4 
or carry eras or OP of the ecke aforeſaid *. | 


All cuſtoms, — and FO; rates, or dehpodirions 


whatſoever, upon corn or flour imported, or upon corn, grain, 
meal, bread, biſcuit, and flour, taken from the enemy, and 


brought into the kingdom, were diſcontinued until the 24th 


Auguſt 175%; and the ſame 1 7 be alſo carried * 
without duty f. | 433% tout: 


- Importation of corn, duty free, was 8 in ſhips of 
other nations, in amity with Great Britain, from any port or 
2 whatſoever * 


And jy _ after the md March 1757, no low wines or 
ſpirits. whatever were to be extracted or diſtilled within the 
kingdom, from any wheat, barley, malt, or any other ſort of 


grain, or foom πτπττι or four, for a the ſpace ot 
two calendar months ||. | 


* 30 Geb. 2. e. 2. N 1 by F Thid. C. 7. 
ene I Ibid. c. 10. 
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And this prohibition was afterwards continued to the 11th 
December 1757; but with power to his Majeſty, by procla- 
mation, to be iſſued with the advice of his privy council, or 
by an order in council, to be publiſhed in the London Ga- 
' zette, to ſuſpend this aQ, and to Wow the diſtillers to pro- 
ceed X, | 


"Theſe laws effectually checked the exportation of corn; 
bout 80,000 quarters had been exported, before the e. 


tion took place, and about 1 50,000 quarters of foreign corn 
were brought 1 in. 8 F \ 


— 


The Exportation trade, however, was reſtored and recover- 
ed in the year 1759, and went on as formerly, with little or 
no importation of foreign grain; but the crop 1762 having 
falled a little, the importers found, that upon a very ſmall tart 
in the prices, they could afford to pay the low duties, to 
come in competition with the market at home; and, con- 
ſequently, a very conſiderable importation took place for 
that, and the three following years. Indeed, in the laſt 
of theſe years, ſome panic had ſeized upon the kingdom, 
and an embargo was laid, the 26th September, upon all 
ſhips laded with corn for exportation, which, having been 
done againft law, an a& of indemnity was made for it the 


following year f. > 


There does not, at preſent, appear to have been any good 
| 7 
* 30 Geo. 2. c. 15. + 7 Geo. 3. c. 7. 


CHAP . III. 
a 


1766, 


* 
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CHAP, II. reaſon for thoſe meaſures ; for, in the year mentioned, there 
were above 300,000 quarters of grain exported, and leſs than 
250, 0 imported. 44 fl. | 


1767. Laws were now made, prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of corn,, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, biſcuit, and 
ſtarch ; and alſo'the extraction of low wines and ſpirits from 
wheat, and wheat flour. And allowing, for a limited time, the 
importation of wheat and wheat flour, oats, and oat-meal, rye, 
and rye-meal, free of duty *. OO 


1768. Theſe laws were renewed this year, with ſome additions ; 
and it was enacted, that they ſhould continue until twenty 
days after the commencement of the next ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment. The exportation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, - 
bread, biſcuit, and ſtarch; and alſo the extraction of low 
wines and ſpirits, from wheat and wheat flour, was prohibi- 
ted (except to ſome Britiſh dependencies). An importation, not. 

only of wheat, wheat flour, barley, barley-meal, pulſe, oats, 
oat- meal, rye and rye-meal, from any part of Europe; but 

Indian corn, or maize, and rice, from North America ; and 
wheat and wheat flour from Africa, were permitted, duty- 
free f. 

1769. This year the exportation of corn, grain, meal, malt, 
flour, bread, biſcuit, and ſtarch ; and alſo the extraction of 


7 Geo. 3. c. 3. 4. 5. 8. 55 + 8 Geo. 3. 6. 1. 2. 3. 
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low wines and ſpirits, from wheat and wheat flour, was pro- 
hibited, until twenty days after the commencement of the 
next ſeſſion of parliament; and the free importation of rice 
from North America was permitted. 


This year the former law of laſt year, prohibiting the ex- 
portation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, biſcuit, 
and ſtarch ; and alſo the extraction of low wines and ſpirits 
from wheat, and wheat flour, was continued in force, until 
twenty days after the commencement of the next ſeſſion of par- 
liament; providing that the ſaid continuation might be abridg- 
ed or ſhortened, and this act, or any part thereof, might be 
altered or varied, by any other act or acts to be made in the 
preſent ſeſſion of parliament *. 


And accordingly, by another law of this ſeſſion, ſo much 
of the former acts as prohibited the exportation of malt, was 
removed and repealed 2 


This year alſo an act was made for regiſtering the prices at 
which corn is ſold in the ſeveral counties of Great Britain, 
and the quantity exported and imported |. 


Laws were now made prohibiting the exportation of corn, 
grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, biſcuit, and ſtarch; and alſo 


- 


* 10 Geo. 3. c. 1. + Ibid. c. 10. t Ibid, c. 39. 
N 
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1772. 


N 
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the extraction of low wines and ſpirits from wheat, and wheat 
flour (except for victualling ſhips, and to Britiſh dependen- 


cies), until the twentieth day after the commencement of the 
next ſeſſion of parliament *. 


Upon the commencement of the ſeſſion of parliament, this 
year, a law was made, prohibiting the exportation of corn, 
grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, biſcuit, and ſtarch ; and alſo 
the extraction of low wines from wheat, and wheat flour, was 
prohibited, until the twentieth day after the commencement of 


the next ſeſſion of parliament. And afterwards an act was made, 


allowing the importation of wheat, wheat flour, rye, rye-meal, 
and Indian corn, free of duty, until the firſt day of Decem- 
ber 1772 f. 


All this would appear to have been done without any ſolid 


- reaſon ;. for the price of grain was not very high, and the 


quantity of grain exported, from the year 1760, to the year 
1770,, conſiderably exceeded the quantity imported: 


Immediately upon the meeting of the parliament, this year, 
laws were made allowing the free importation, before the 1ſt 
day of January 1774, of any wheat, wheat flour, rye, rye- 
meal, barley, barley-meal, oats, oat-meal, peaſe, beans, tares, 
calivancies, and all other ſorts of pulſe, from any part of 
Europe, or Africa, without the payment of any ſubſidy, cuſ- 


F 11 Geo. 3. c. 1. 
r 12 Geo. 3. c. I. 33. 


— 
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tom, duty, or impoſition whatſoever; and permitting the 
ſame to be carried coaſtways, under ſuch regulations as the 
wheat, wheat flour, &c. of the growth of this kingdom, were 
allowed to be carried coaſtways, provided that due entry ſhould 
be made, as was practiſed before the making of this act; and 
the importation of wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indian 
meal, biſcuit, peaſe, beans, tares, calivancies, and all other 
forts of pulſe, from North America, was alſo permitted for 
the ſame time, duty free, upon making entry as aforeſaid, 


* 


By another law, paſſed at the ſame time, the exportation of 


corn, grain, peaſe, beans, meal, malt, flour, bread, biſcuit, 
and ſtarch; and alſo the extraction of low wines and ſpirits 
from wheat, and wheat flour, (except for victualling ſhips, or 
to Britiſh dependencies), was prohibited until the ſaid iſt day 


of January 1774 *. 


Theſe laws, however, although deſtructive of our own agri- 
culture, were only temporary, and their conſequences might 
have been recovered, as they did not trench upon the general 
ſyſtem. ; 


But we now come to a law of this year, by which he vene- 


rable old code, ſo beneficial to manufactures and induſtry, and 
ſo ſalutary to the kingdom in general ; that code, which had 
' raiſed the agriculture of Great Britain, from the loweſt ſtate 


13 Geo. 3. c. 1. 2. 3. 
N 2 
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of depreſſion, to the higheſt degree of proſperity ; which had 
produced plenty, at reaſonable prices, for ſo great.a number of 
years, at home; and had brought ſuch immenſe ſums of money 
for the excreſcent ſtock of corn, from abroad, was now torn 


up by the roots, and ſcattered in the winds *. 


This falubrious code had not been the work of a day ; it 
came to be reared by ſlow degrees, and was the reſult of the 
experience of many generations ; although the multiplicity of 


its component parts had rendered the diſtin knowledge of it 


a matter of conſiderable labour. The introduction of this 


new law, ſo /imilar in terms, and ſo adverſe in principle, to 


the former laws, involved the corn laws in greater perplexity 


than ever; and it need not be matter of ſurprife, that perſons 


of the beſt underſtanding ſhould be unwilling to enter upon 
a ſtudy ſo dark, and ſo intricate. | 


The neareſt road to conviction, in ſuch caſes, is to place 
the objects to be compared parallel before the eye; to ex- 
hibit them in their firſt principles; to ſtudy their opera- 
tions; and to determine according to their conſequences and 


effects. 


With chis view we ſhall lay before the public a comparative 
ſtatement of both ſyſtems, in order that we may, by con- 


traſting them in this manner, be the better enabled to judge 


of the difference between the old. /y/tem, which had been eſta- 


*- 13 Geo. 3. c. 43. 
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bliſhed, by the laws of 1670, 1688, and 1706; and the new CHAP. III. 


Hlem, (for we muſt conſider it as ſuch) which was now in- — 
troduced, by the law of 1773. 
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age Comparative Statement of the Laws for the Importation of Grain'into 


a. 


ws. 3 wk AS. 5 


Money of the time. || "Prefent Money, 

Table of Importation Prices and Duties, by the Old Laws. Prices. Duties. | Prices. | Duties 

| CC IC I + 286 »+ AL: v3 
1670. For 9 quarter of wheat, when the price did not exceed 2 13 40 16 3 4 00 19 
when above that price and not exceeding 14 o obo 8 o 16 oo g 
. when above that price o o ob 5 400 © odo 6 
For every quarter of rye, peaſe, and beans, when the price did not exceed [2 © oþ 16 % 8 oſo 19 

when above that price o © oo 4 oſo o olo 4, * 

For every quarter of barley, when the price did not exceed 1 12 oo 16 % 18 5o 19 
when above that price o o oſo 2 Be o ofo 3 
For every quarter of oats, when the price did not exceed o 16 oo 5 400 19 20 6 
when above that price oO. 0 oo 2 4qjo o oo 1 


Remarks on By the old laws, particularly that of 1670, importation was not permitted until the pra 
r/o 1 at home, were very high, and even then the duties upon importation were conſiderable, 
the old laws. that foreign grain could only be brought in to ſupply neceſſitous times, but could never ft: 


in competition with the home produce. 


The law of 1688 did not mention importation. It was made entirely for the encoury 
ment of our own agriculture, by providing a new market for our excreſcent corn, a 
thereby ſtimulating the people to-cultivate the waſte lands. It left importation to the 
ceding laws, by which it was thought to be ſufficiently guarded, if not prohibited. 


When thoſe laws were enacted, and until the year 1714, money carried intereſt at the 


of 6 per cent. per annum, and conſequently was proportionally of more value than it i 
preſent, with the intereſt at 5 per cent. per annum. 


The ſpirit of the old laws did not permit the importation of flour, or manufactured? 
at any time; but only the grain at particular places where the prices ſhould be very hi 
Nor did they give permiſſion either to carry imported grain by ſea, coaſtways, or to 
ſport it te any other place but that to which neceſſity called it. And theſe reſtrictions 


peared ſo neceſſary, that they were enforced by the act of the Sth George II. under g 
ſevere penalties. 
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Great Britain, according to the Old, and to the New Sytem. N IN 
en — 

Table of Importation Prices and Dutics, by the New Law. eg 3 
os "Ro ES / b 

or every quarter of wheat, when the price was at or above — 2 8 % o 6 1773. 
100 weight of wheat flour — © o oo © 2 
or every quarter of rye, peaſe, or beans, when the price was at or above 2.123 % O 3 

barley, beer or bigg, when the price was at or above t-'4 v0 0: 21 

oats, when the price was at or above — — o 16 obo O 2 


The law of 1773 begins with importation, and enacts, that whenever the price of mid- Remarks on 

ing Britiſh corn and grain ſhall be at the prices above ſtated, at the ports and places ef lem in- 
MSP | ; troduced by 

here the ſame ſhould be imported ; then all cuſtoms and duties, formerly payable upon the new law. 

heat, wheat flour, rye, peaſe, beans, barley, bear, big, and oats, imported into this king- 

om, ſhould ceaſe, determine, and be no longer payable, during the reſpective continuance 

f theſe prices. And that, in lieu of the former duties, there ſhould only be paid the duties 


ited in the above Table. 


And it was alſo enacted, that it ſhould be lawful to import oat-meal from Ireland, or from 
y other part beyond the ſeas, into any port or place in Scotland, where the price of oat- 
teal does exceed 168. per boll, weighing 8 ſtone, Troy. 


By the new law importation is permitted, when the prices of grain, at home, are ſo low, 
lat foreign grain may, at all times, come in competition with our home produce, in our own 
arkets ; and this has been the caſe ever ſince this law was paſſed. | 


By this law too, wheat and other grain, imported, may be carried coaſtways, and entered 
ad landed in any other ports of the kingdom, at which the prices of middling Britiſh corn, 
un, or flour, are at, or above the reſpective rates aforeſaid, under ſuch regulations as wheat, 
heat flour, rye, peaſe, beans, barley, beer, bigg, of oats, of the growth of this kingdom, 
t allowed to be carried coaſtways. 


Ns 


And any perſon importing corn, grain, or flour, and paying the duties, if the ſame ſhall 
again exported, within fix months, the duties are to be drawn back and repaid. 
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CHAP. 111. Comparative Statement of the Laws for the Exportation of Grain from 
GY Tres 


— 


A 


| "Money of the time. | Preſent Money. 
Table of Exportation Prices and Bounties, by the Old Laws. Prices. Bounties. || Prices. 1 
d. 


. 4. d. © 4 4. ” 4. 


0 _ — — — — 


1688. Upon every quarter of wheat, ground or unground, 0 
when the price was at or under — 2 8 ol(o 
Upon every quarter of rye, when the price was 
at or under — n 010 
Upon every quarter of barley or malt, when the 
price was at or under 
1706. Upon every quarter of oatmeal, when the quarter 
of oats is at or under . o Is 9 


1 4 oo 


General We ſhall now take a view of the old laws, and of the new 
Remarks. 
law, with reſpect to exportation. 


The laws of 1688 and 1706, have been already recited, and 


to which we ſhall refer for any particulars that are not again 
ſtated in the above Table. Fo y 


By the new law, it was enacted, 'That when the price of the 
quarter of wheat ſhould be at, or above 44s. ; rye, peaſe, or 
beans, 28s. ; barley, beer or bigg, 228. ; and oats, 14s. no 


perſon ſhould tranſport, or carry out of the kingdom, any 
ſuch corn or grain, under e 


That, after the 1ſt dayief January 1774, the bounties for- 
-merly allowed, by law, upon corn exported, were to ceaſe ; 
and inſtead and in lieu thereof, when the prices of corn and 
grain ſhould be under the rates aftermentioned, at the ports 


wa * 4 » „ 
* 4 I 
+ > m_— P * p 4% 
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Great Britain, according to the Old, and to the New & Mem. 


CHAP. III. 

—— 
Table of the Exportation Prices and Bounties, by the New Law. Prices. r 
. 

5 pon every quarter of wheat, or malt * wheat, when the price 1s| | 1773 
under — 12 4 oo 5 o©o 
rye, when the price is under 1 8 oo 3 © 
barley, beer, or bigg, or malt made thereof a | 
- when the price is under R 2 % 43 6 
oats, when the price is under oO 14 oo 2 © 
And for every quarter of oat-meal, W of 276 FF o o oo 2 6 


„** 


——— 


and places in this kingdom, from whence the ſame ſhould be 
ſhipped, there ſhould be allowed upon the exportation of ſuch 
corn or grain, either ground or unground, being the growth 
of this kingdom, and put on board in Britiſh ſhipping, the 
maſter, and at leaſt two thirds of the mariners, of ſuch ſhips, 
being his Majeſty's ſubjects, the following bounties, that is 
to ſay, when the price of middling Britiſh wheat, per quarter, 
ſhould be under 44s. there ſhould be paid a bounty, for every 
quarter of wheat, or malt made of wheat, 5s. ; when the quar- 
ter of rye was under 28s. a bounty of 3s. ; when the quarter 
of barley, beer, or bigg, ſhould be under 22s. a bounty, for 
every quarter of theſe, or of malt made of them, of 28. 
6d.; and when the quarter of oats ſhould=be under 14s. a 
bounty of 2s. upon every quarter of oats, and 2s, 6d. up- 
on every quarter of oat- meal, conſiſting of 276 pounds, avoir- 
dupois *, 


* By the act 1751, the ſame bounty is allowed upon 224 pounds weight of wheat 
* O Ss 


106 AN INQUIRY INTO 
CHAP. III. 


By the old laws, the method of aſcertaining the prices was 

N Fee left to the juſtices of peace, at their quarter ſeſſions; and it 
was, by the preſent law, continued for England in the ſame 
way; but, for Scotland, it was committed to the ſheriffs of 

the ſeveral counties, to aſcertain the prices four times in the 

year; and to ſend certificates thereof to the reſpective cuſtom- 

houſes within their juriſdictions, to be the rule of export and 


import, and for the payment of the bounties and duties. 


But with reſpect to exportation, theſe rules were now alter- 
ed; and it was enacted, that the prices of corn and grain, and 
oatmeal," exported, ſhould be regulated and governed by the 
WR" average prices, at which ſuch corn and grain, and oatmeal, 

3 ſhould be reſpectively ſold in the public market, at or neareſt 
to the port or place from whence ſuch corn or grain, or oat- 
meal, ſhould be intended to be exported, on the laſt market 


day preceding the ſhipping of ſuch corn or eren, and the 
Ne bes payable accordingly, | 


1774. 


The different principles and operations of the old laws, 
and of the new law, will be readily comprehended, on a com- 
pariſon of the ſtatements exhibited in the above Tables; the 
old laws having been clearly made for the encouragement of 
agriculture, at home, and prohibiting the importation of fo- 


' meal, or other ground eorn or grain, as was allowed for 4 buſhels of the ſame ſort of 
grain; ſo that, by the one act, 276 pounds of meal, is declared to be a quarter; LI 
by the other, it requires 448 pounds. 
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reign grain, except in caſes of neceſſity; and the new law, 
encouraging the importation of foreign grain, whether there 


be neceſſity or not. For inſtance, while the foreign farmer 


is permitted to import his flour into Great Britain, without 
any duty but a mere trifte, the bounty upon har. or meal 


made from wheat, is repealed . 


Thus have we endeavoured to give a juſt idea to the Pub- 
lic, of the old, and of the new ſyſtem of Corn Laws; for 
the law of 1773 muſt be conſidered as a new ſyſtem. The 


compariſon. we have made, will, we truſt, be found to be 


both accurately, and fairly ſtated. We write. for no to- 
pical or partial purpoſes, nor for or againſt any man, or 
ſet of men. It is for the benefit of the public, in gene- 
ral, that our agriculture ſhould be reſtored to its former effi- 
ciency ;. and that our children and manufacturers ſhould be 
fed with. the bread. of our. own lands. It is the only bread 
that can be eaten in plenty, and with ſafety ; for if we ſhall. 
be brought to depend upon the bread of foreign nations, our. 


Fo facilitate the obſervation of the ſeveral laws, enumerated in this and the pre- 


ceding chapter, and the duties and bounties payable in conſequence, we have made 
up an abbreviation of them. Vide Appendix, No 7. 


Q 2: — 


CHAP. 11. 
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2 will ſoon be buried in the r of o our ad 


© 4 #- 4 . . — 


fy 
| 4.4 


* The reader will be pleaſed to recolledt that this Inquiry was written, while the 
Corn Law of 1773 was in force; and it appears to have been a chief object in the 
author's view; in undertaking this Work, to ſhew the impolicy of that law, and to in- 


| duce Parliament to revert to the former ſyſtem. | Since that time, the Corn Law of 


1791, by which all the former laws are repealed, has been enacted; and, on com- 
paring it, in this manner, with the laws of 1670, 1688, and 1706, it will appear, that 
che legiſlature have already, in ſome degree, reverted to the old ſyſtem. Ed. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Recapitulation of the principal heads of” the ſeveral Corn Laws of” 
Great Britain, and a deduction of principles from their effetts. 


LIN was given to export corn, upon payment of cuſ- 
toms and ſuſidies. 


Which law was confirmed; reſerving power to the King and 
council to reſtrain exportation, when they ſhould judge that 
to be neceſſaay. 


Liberty was given to export corn, when the prices at home 
did not exceed certain rates. 


Which law was this year continued for ten years. 


And was now made perpetual. 


From the grievous damage ſuffered by the farmers and oc- 
cupiers of land, by the importation of foreign grains, all im- 


CHAP. IV. 


ny 


P5525. 


1554. 


1562. 


1570. 
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portation was prohibited, until the prices at home exceeded 
certain rates. | 


Theſe form the true foundation of the corn laws. All im- 
portation of foreign grain was prohibited, until the prices 
were high at home; and the exportation of our own grain 
was allowed, when the crop was abundant, and the prices rea- 
ſonable; reſerving power to the King and council, at any time, 
to put a ſtop to exportation, when they ſhould judge that to 
be neceſſary for the good of the kingdom at large. And the 
above act of 1463, is the firſt act made in England to prohibit, 
or regulate, the importation of foreign grain. 


But the beneficial purpoſes of the former laws were loſt for 
want of execution; and the ſyſtem was totally overturned by 
a law of this year, which, in effect, prohibited all kind of 


trade in corn, until the prices were far below the expence of 


raiſing it. 
Which law was enforced by another act of this year. 


Exportation was again allowed, when the prices were higher: 
than thoſe limited by the acts 1552 and 1554, provided the 


grain was carried abroad in ſhips owned by Engliſh born ſub- 


jets, This was the dawn of the Navigation Laws. 


Exportation was allowed, without limitation of prices, ont- 
of ſuch ports and creeks, where had been placed a cuſtomer, 
or colleQtor of the fubſidy of tonnage and poundage, to any 
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part beyond ſeas, in amity with England, when not reſtrained 


by proclamation; providing the exportation was made in ſhips 


owned by Engliſh born ſubjects, and reſiding in the Englith 
dominions, at ſuch times as the ſeveral prices of grain ſhould 
be ſo reaſonable and moderate, where ſuch exportation ſhould 
be intended, as that no prohibition ſhould be made by the 
Queen's proclamation, or by the preſidents of the North, or 
of Wales, within their ſeveral juriſdictions; or of the juſtices 
of aſſize, at their ſeſſions, in other ſhires out of the juriſdiction 
of the ſaid two preſidents and councils; or by the major part 
of the juſtices of peace of the county, at their quarter ſeſſions, 


as follows. 


Theſe ſeveral magiſtrates were to have yearly conference with 
the inhabitants of the county, about the cheapneſs or dearth 
of cho vera ſorts of grain within their reſpective juriſdic- 
tions; and ſhould, by their diſcretion, determine whether it 
would be meet, at any time, to prevent any grain to be car- 
ried out of the realm, by any port within their juriſdictions 
or limits; and ſhould, by a writing under their hands and 
ſeals, make a determination, either for permiſſion or prohibi- 
tion, and ſhould cauſe the ſame be publiſhed by the ſheriffs of 
the ſeveral counties ; which was to continue in force until the 
ſame ſhould be altered by the ſaid prefidents and councils, or 
other powers reſpectively; except the ſame {Rould, in the mean- 
time, be countermanded by the Queen, her heirs or ſucceſſors ; 


or by ſome order of the juſtices of peace, in the counties ſitu- 


ated out of the juriſdiction of the ſaid two councils, in their 
quarter ſeſſions to be holden in the meantime, or the greateſt 


CHAP. IV. 
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part 'of them, ſhould find the determination of the juſtices of 


aſſize to be hurtful to the country, by means of dearth, or to 


be a great hindrance to tillage, by means of extreme cheap- 


neſs; which determination was, in like manner, to be pub- 
liſhed, and to continue in force until a new regulation ſhould 
be made; except the ſame ſhould, in the meantime, be altered 
by the 72% her heirs or ſucceſſors : provided always, that 
theſe preſidents, &c. ſhould not publiſh their determinations, 
until the ſame was firſt notified to, and approved by, the 
bot or her privy council, and chat the cuſtom or pound- 

e ſhould be paid upon exportation: provided alſo, that the 
Gow. her heirs and ſucceſſors, might, at all times, by pro- 
clamation, prohibit exportation, either generally from all parts 


of the realm, or from particular parts only. 


The exportation prices were oonſiderably encreaſed, but 
che duties payable upon grain, exported by force of the 
ſtatute, was doubled; and an unlimited importation having 
been permitted, the law was thereby rendered nugatory, and 
the price of grain continued at an extravagant height. 


The exportation prices were conſiderably encreaſed, pro- | 
vided the grain was carried abroad in ſhips owned by Engliſh 
born ſubjects ; and reſerving to the King, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, by - proclamation, to reſtrain exportation from the 
realm generally, or from particular. places; but exportation 
having been ſtill, * this law, loaded with duties, the full Dt 
ration of the act muſt have been retarded. N 
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The exportation prices were ſtill farther extended, under 
the ſame terms with the former law; but the duties upon ex- 
portation baving been ſtill kept up, the law could not have 
its proper effect; and it would appear that it had been made 
entirely for an extenſion of the revenue. 


And it was this year renewed in the very ſame terms. 


This year the exportation prices were ſtill extended ; but the 
duties were raiſed ſo high, as to be equal to a prohibition. 
Importation was alſo allowed ; but the duties, in like manner, 
amounted to a prohibition. 


The exportation prices were till extended, but the duties 
were continued ; and, by the inſertion of the word not in the 
importation clauſe, full liberty was given to import foreign 
grain, when the prices, at home, were at the loweſt or cheapeſt 

rate, upon payment of lower duties, than the low duties fixed 
by the act of tonnage and poundage. 


By a law of Scotland, of this ſame year, the powers of ex- 
portation were extended, reſerving to the King and privy 
council, to reſtrict or to prohibit it, when they ſhould judge 


it neceſlary ; but a duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem, was laid 


upon grain, imported, when the prices did not exceed the ex- 
port prices ; with power to the King and council to remit the 
duties, if the prices ſhould riſe. | 
This year the Scotch parliament removed all dutics upon 
P 
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exportation, except a mere trifle of about a penny per boll ; 
and they authoriſed the privy council to determine the prices, 


from time to time, according to which every perſon was to 
have liberty to export corn, of all kinds, unleſs e by 
proclamation. IT 1-205 Of 101 7193: 


The prices of grain, for exportation, were ſtill extended, 


but the duties laid on by the act of tonnage and poundage, 
amounted to a prohibition; and heavy duties were laid upon 


corn imported, when the prices did not exceed certain rates; 
but no rule having been laid down, by this law, for aſcer- 
taining the prices, importation was ſtill carried on at the for- 
mer low duties. 

This defect was attempted to be remedied; and, in England, 
it was remitted to the juſtices of peace, in the ſeveral counties 
vrhere foreign grain might be imported, at their quarter ſeſ- 
ſions, after Michaelmas and Eaſter, by the oaths of two or 


more ſubſtantial perſons, being neither merchants nor factors 


for the importation of corn, nor any wiſe concerned or in- 


tereſted in the corn to be imported, and each having a free 


eſtate of L. 20 per annum, or a leaſehold eſtate of L. 50 per 
annum, to determine the prices of the ſeveral kinds of grain, 
which they were to certify to the chief officer of the en 
eee for his rule. amt 


| 10 Scotland 4 importation of vieual * ane bad 
been prohibited, under ſevere penalties; reſerving to the Lords 
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of the privy council power to remove che brobititien 2 
the prices * to a certain extent. | 


This year, a total prohibition was made; and ſuch grain as 
ſhould be imported from Ireland, was ordered to be deſtroyed. 


Exportation was permitted from England, when the prices 
at home did not exceed certain rates, providing it was made 
in Engliſh ſhipping, whereof the maſter, and at leaſt two thirds 
of the mariners, were Engliſh fubjects; and upon the exporter 
producing a certificate, under his hand, of the quantity of 
corn ſhipped, to the collector of the cuſtoms at the port where 
the corn had been ſhipped, and proving the ſaid certificate 
by the oaths of one or. more credible perſons ; and, upon 
bond, that the ſaid corn ſhould be exported to parts beyond 
ſeas, and not again relanded, the exporter ſhould receive a 
bounty; and producing a certificate, under the common ſeal 
of the chief magiſtrate, in any places beyond ſeas, or under 
the hands and ſeals of two known Engliſh merchants, that 
ſuch corn had been aQually landed ; or, upon proof, by cre- 
dible perſons, that ſach corn had been taken by enemies, or 
periſhed in the ſeas, the exporter's bond was to be delivered 
up; and the money, paid by the collector or commiſſioner of 
the cuſtoms, was to paſs in his account. 


This act was followed in Scotland. All export duties were 
taken off; and a bounty was granted upon corn exported, 
when the prices did not exceed certain rates; provided the 
exportation was made in Scotch ſhips, and by Scotſmen, and 
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that the maſter” and 'three-fourths of the ſeamen ſhould be 
Scotſmen; but reſerving power to the Lords of the ſecret coun- 
eil, when the prices exceeded the rates fixed, to diſcharge ex- 
e dnl, men 22730119 Bld 
And in England, this year, the ſubſidy, and all other duties 
payable upon grain exported, whether N or ge 
were ee. 4 up, and taken away. 


7 {4 


1 1 ee the ame bounties granted upon 


| grain, a exported from England, by the above act 1688, were 


extended to grain exported from Scotland; and bounties were 
alſo given for ung and for beer or hr exported from 
either nn | 10 


The zen of peace, in many places, having IEP to 
determine the prices of grain, whereby the duties upon corn, 
imported, was to be regulated, it was again recommended to- 


them to do it, in time coming, as directed by the act 1670 ; 


and if they ſhould, omit or neglect to do ſo, the collector of 
the cuſtoms, at the reſpective places of importation, were em- 
powered to demand and receive the duties, according to the 
loweſt price of the ſeveral ſorts of grain mentioned in the ſaid 
act 1670. And, in order to aſcertain the quantity of grain 
ſhipped, for which bounty was allowed, the officers of the 
cuſtoms were appointed to admeaſure the ſame. 


Sen, however neglefts had been made in determining the 
prices of grain, according to which, the duties payable upon 
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importation, were to be levied; and therefore, for better aſcer= CHAP. IV. 


taining ibe ſame, and preventing fraudulent ' importation, it was 
now” again recommended to the juſtices of peace, at their 


quarter ſeſſions, in the ſeveral counties where grain might be 


imported, to give in charge, in the open court, to the grand 
jury, to make inquiry and preſentment, upon their oaths, of 
the corn- market price of middling Engliſh corn and grain; 
which preſentment ſhould be certified by the ſaid juſtices, in 
writing, to the chief officer or collector of the cuſtoms, at the 
port or place where importation ſhould: be made, and ſhould 
be hung up in ſome public place in the cuſtom-houſe, for gene- 
ral information; and that the duty upon foreign grain, im- 
ported, ſhould be collected and paid according to the prices 
contained in ſuch certificate. And, after importation, no fo- 


reign corn or grain was to be exported, or in any ſhape laden 


on ſhip board, or put to ſea, for tranſporting it from one port 
of the kingdom to another, either by itſelf, or mixed with 
Engliſh grain, under ſevere penalties. 


To repreſs mobbiſh diſorders, and lawleſs attempts, to inter- 
rupt the free exportation of grain, when the ſame is encou- 


raged by law, the inhabitants of the hundred in which ſuch. 


offences were committed; were ſubjected to the damages. 


In Scotland, the power of ſuſpending the laws which pro- 
hibited the importation of foreign grain, having been formerly 
veſted in the Privy council of that kingdom, was now. con- 
veyed to the Courts of Seſſion, Exchequer, and Juſticiary ; and 


| the judges of theſe courts were, according to the prices of 
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Stain in the county of Edinburgh, to determine whether ex 


portation or importation ſhould take place. By the ſame law 
the duties payable, in England, by the act of the 22d Charles II. 


were to be paid upon the importation of grain into Scotland; 
and the whole clauſes and proviſions of tliat act, and of the 


2d George II. entitled, An act to aſcertain the cuſtom payable 


a _ corn ee were — to Scotland. 


10 beide Cocke! difficulties anent che . * 
E meal, and other ground corn, whereon a bounty was 
payable, upon exportation, the officers of the cuſtoms; were 
empowered to allow the ſame bounties upon the exportation 
of 1 ee Lemos of a meal, Or han Sund corn or 


grain; a 5 the better dE tha: buſineſs, they were 
allowed to make choice of two ſacks out of CA and from 
thence to co e the weight. 12308 b HW 

Debentures ter the bounty upon corn exported, when not | 
paid within fix months, were eng intereſt at the rate at 3 


* 
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Eper dos bon: prohibited, by Low; for. a limited 
time, power was reſerved to the King to take off the prohibi- 
tion, by proclamation, and to allow all perſons, natives or 
rnb n no 'partienlar. {coed or * 0 export 
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down ; the prices for importation were alſo brought down ; 
_ the duties oy: W olmne: were reduced to a trifle, 


The rules for aſcertaining the prices of grain, in England, 
were left with the juſtices of peace; but, in Scotland, they 
were taken from the ſuperior 2 . and committed to che 
ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties. ” 


The rules for exportation of grain were totally altered; 
and it was enacted, that the prices of corn, grain, and oat- 
meal, exported, ſhould be regulated and governed by the 
average prices, at which ſuck corn, grain, and oatmeal, ſhould 
be reſpeQively {old in the public market, at or neareſt to 
che port of thipping, 0 on we. laſt market day preceding ſach 


ſhipping. 


We have now recapitulated the principal or leading features 
of the ſeveral corn laws that have ever been enacted in Eng- 
land and Scotland, or in Great Britain, ſince the acceſſion of 
Wilham I. of England, and Malcolm III. of Scotland; and 
upon the whole it would appear, that che chief outlines, or 
foundation of them, was laid down by the Engliſh laws of 


1393, and 1463, and the four intervening acts. Theſe in- 


deed laid ſubſidies and duties upon grain exported, which in 
thoſe days, when commerce was in its infancy, were indiſ- 
criminately laid upon every article, whether exported or im- 
ported; and ſuch is the power of habit, that the duties were 
continued to a very late period. The experience of 300 years 
at length not only detected this error, but pointed out to a diſ- 


CHAP. IV. 


1774. 


{tag 
22 


Ae cs the 1 char 
would follow the oppoſite, conduct of giving bounties upon 
corn exported. From which it appears, that the doctrine in- 
culcated by experience, is unqueſtionably, orthodox, although 
flow in its operation; for, the duties and Auhſidies, payable 
upon the exportation of che wee of Great. n, 


were only removed 1 in the year 1721 . 


7 
5 i; vel A to © 


No records, have been Preſer ved, reſpecting che exports 
tion and importation of corn, prior to the year 16973 or. 
probably. the act 1 688 not having removed the ſubſidies 
and duties payable upon grain exported, little or no buſineſs 
of that kind had been carried on ; beſides, the. ſeaſons from 
1690 to 1700 were, in general, very unfruitful; and agricul- 
ture not having yet become vigorous, there was probably little 
corn to « apo 


The average price of the quarter of wheat, from I 1690 
to 1700, Was 1. 2: 16: 10, equal to L. 3:8: 3 of preſent 
money. We find, howeyer, that during the four years from 
1697 to 700 incluſive, the exportation. of the ſeveral kinds of 


grain amounted, to, 331,223 . while the importation 
amounted to only 8,948 quarters 3 


4 Ci 


1 


pen the removal of the ſubſidies hn 4 . upon 
the e of Brain, in che ** * the Wan alſo 
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Having become more favourable, the face of affairs was entirely 
changed; and a certain market having been opened by the 


bounties, for grain in all ſeaſons, the implements of huſbandry 
were ſeized upon with avidity; and, from that period, the 


_ diligence and emulation of our farmers, were rewarded by en- 


creaſing ſucceſs. 


During the ten years, from 1701 to 1710 incluſive, the ave- 
rage yearly exportation amounted to 248,945 quarters, while 
the average importation came only to 442 quarters; and the 
average price of the quarter of wheat fell to L. 2: 3: 2, equal 
to L. 2: 11: 10 of preſent money. In one of theſe years (1709) 
above half a million of quarters ; and during theſe ten years 
no leſs than 2,849,446 quarters were exported, and only 4,442 
quarters imported. 


The money, brought into the kingdom by this large expor- 
tation, enabled the farmers to extend their operations ; and 
we accordingly find that for the ten years, from 1711 to 1726 
incluſi ve, the average yearly exportation had riſen to 449,193 
quarters; the average yearly importation was only 71 quar- 
ters; and the average price of the quarter of wheat continued 
comparatively low, having been mw L. 2: 4: 104 per quarter. 


The exportation of theſe ten years had nearly doubled that 
of the former ten years, having amounted to 4,491,933 quar- 
ters, while only 714 quarters had been imported. 


It may be alerted, that we had now above 53,000 more 


Q 
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people employed in huſbandry, than had been at any time 


before this period *; and the yearly exportation of the grain 


had given employment for go, ooo tons of + rind and a 


a th 8 number of ſailors, for e +. 


of the ten years from 1721 to 1730 e n 
years had carried ſhorter crops than uſual ; and, upon a ſmall 


ftart of the prices, the importers, always watchful of cheir 
intereſt, however hurtful it might be to the country, intro- 
duced conſiderable quantities of foreign grain to the kingdom, 


in the years 1728, 1729, and 1730, without payment of the 


duties; upon the old pretext, that the juſtices of peace had 


not fixed the prices of grain, according to which the duties 
were to be levied. 


Our exportation, however, kept up nearly to that of the 
preceding ten years; but the importation of foreign grain was 
greatly increaſed, and the price of wheat continued nearly the 
ſame it had been for twenty years paſt; the average price of it 
having been L. 2: 28. per quarter. There were in all exported, 
during theſe ten years, 4,479, 68 3 quarters; and there were 
impoged 732,692 TOP, of. the ſeveral kinds of grain. 


1 a ” E-? 


The act 1729 having given a check to the Wen of 


3 


| 5 Reckoning twelve people, old and young, to be employed i in | alin every hun- 


dred quarters of grain. Vide chap. . p. 19.— 


+ A ton of wheat, in London, commonly weighs betwien” 2200 and 2 5c Ibs 
avoirdupois ; rye, between 2100 and 2240; and barley, between 1709 and 1800 lbs 
avoirdupois. Five quarters are commonly reckoned to a ton, in freight. 


Poſtlethwaite's Did. of Trade and Commerce, art. England. © 
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foreign grain, our agriculture again got forward, and the 
average yearly exportation, for the ten years from 1 731 to 
1740 incluſive, got up to 549,447 quarters, while the average 
importation amounted only to 4, 690; and the average price 
of wheat fell to L. 1: 17: 6 per quarter. | 


There were in all exported, during theſe ten years, 5,494,471 
quarters; and there were imported only 46,909 quarters of the 
ſeveral kinds of grain. 


Such was the ſpirit of our farmers, when they were freed 
from the trammels of prohibitory and improper laws, that for 
the ten years, from 1741 to 1750 incluſive, the average yearly 
amount of our exportation, roſe to the amazing quantity of 
848,660 quarters; the importation amounted only to 15,193 
quarters; and the average price of wheat fell to L. 1: 13: 8 
per quarter. | 


At this time there muſt have been above 100,000 people 
more employed in agriculture, in Great Britain, than there 
were at the time of the Union, to raiſe this excreſcent ſtock of 
grain, the exportation of -which would employ about 170,000 
tons of ſhipping, for one voyage *. | 


Where then can be the neceſſity of importing foreign grain, 
when, with proper laws, upon the chance of a foreign ſale 
only, we have raiſed, upon an average of many years, a quan- 

' tity of corn, over our home conſumption, equal to maintain 


* Vide Notes, p. 122. 
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near 450,000 people; and, in ſome particular years, quanti- 


ties equal to maintain near double that number? 


In the year 1748 there were exported 1,1 er 


in 1749 there were 1,250, 306 quarters; and, in 1750, the 


immenſe quantity of 1, 667, 778, quarters were exported. There 
were exported, in all, during theſe ten years, no leſs than 
9,486, 602 quarters; and there were only imported 159437: 


1 of the ſeveral kinds of grain. 


, Is albeit Hence, that Great Britain, under proper 


laws, is capable to increaſe her/growth of corn, to any degree 
for which demand can be obtained; and that, as her quantity 


increaſes, the prices, at home, fall, and come to be, one year 


with rn IG: nearly equal? 


The direct contrary ſtate may be expected from improper 
laws; and, indeed, will be woefully proved from the effects 


of the later laws, which have checked exportation, and facili- 


tated e 8 

During that grotpirees period * hre: a Ubourer' or: 
manufacturer, and every other per ſun, had the bread of every 
one of his family at leaſt 208. in che year eee n in the 


n 


For the ten years from. 17 51 to ; 1760 nber our beben 


* Wrinen in the ri Vi. Exp Table, Arran, n Art. 7. 
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tions fell, upon an average, to 582,837 quarters; the impor- 
tation was, upon an average, 37,397 quarters; and the ave- 
rage price of wheat roſe to L. 2: 2: 6 per quarter. 


This was entirely owing to the failure of the crops 1756 
and 1757; particularly the former, which yielded far leſs corn 
than any crop ſince the commencement of the century. In- 
ſtead therefore of continuing an exportation of 848, 660 quar- 
ters of corn, which was che average of the ten years from 1741: 
to 7750, or even 815,943 quarters, the average of the expor- 
tation of the five years immediately preceding, there was an im- 


portation, in the year 1757, of 167, 301 quarters, and there 
were only 80,656 quarters, chiefly of malt, exported; ſo that 


there was a deficiency of this crop, compared with the ave- 


rage of the fifteen preceding crops, of near 700,000 quarters 


of grain. 


Here we have a freſi and a ſeparate proof, of the immenſe 


benefit ariſing to a nation, in the practice of raiſing more grain 
than it conſumes; for if, in the year 1757, which depended 


upon the crop 1756, Great Britain had been accuſtomed to be 
ſupplied but in a ſmall degree with foreign grain, this addi- 


tional demand of 700,000 quarters, muſt have brought on 
famine, or muſt have raiſed the prices ſo high, as to have bor- 


dered upon famine; yet, by the proſperous ſtate of agricul- 


ture, and the accuſtomed exertion of the farmers, although 
chere was little to export, there was nearly a ſufficiency to 


ſerve the inhabitants; the importation having exceeded the 
exportation only about 87,000 quarters; the price of wheat 


CHAP. IV. 
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in 1757 advanced only to L. 3; and, in 1758, it fell to 
L. 2: 108. per quarter. | 


But we have now finiſhed the bright fide of the picture. 
In the year 1763 the great importation of /foreign grain was 
begun, and it has been continued ever ſince. The importa- 
tion of 1763 and 1764 were chiefly oats; but, in 1765, there 
were imported 218,031 quarters of foreign grain, of different 
kinds, chiefly wheat, while our exportation of the ſeveral 
kinds of grain amounted to no leſs than 457,730 quarters ; 
and it is not eaſy to find out a good reaſon for permitting ſo 
large an importation of foreign grain, when we had ſo much 
corn of our own to ſpare. But the importers were, by 
degrees, juſtling our farmers out of the market; and, in 
the year 1767, the immenſe quantity of 90), 420 quarters 
of foreign grain were brought in, of which about 500,000 
quarters were wheat; and upon the average of the twelve 
years from 1761 to 1772 incluſive, our yearly exportation 
Had fallen to 370,703 quarters; the yearly importation had 
riſen to 251,279 quarters; and the average price of wheat 
amounted to L. 2: 7: 10 per quarter. 


Here we muſt make a pauſe, to give place to the act 1773; 
an act entitled, An act for regulating the importation and 
exportation of corn.” But to carry the ſpirit of this law 
into its title, it ought to have been called, An act to facilitate 
the importation of foreign corn into Great Britain, and to re- 
ſtrain the exportation of corn the growth of that kingdom; 
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for ſuch it certainly is, and its operations have juſtified the 
title, which it ought to have aſſumed. 


In the year 1774, there were imported, under che ſanction 
of this law, no leſs than 926, 174 quarters of foreign grain, 
about a third part of which was wheat, and wheat flour; 
while our exportation was no higher than 51,099 quarters. 
In 1775 the amazing quantity of 1,163,407 quarters of foreign 
grain was imported, the one half of which was wheat, and 
wheat flour, while our exportation amounted only to 191,007 
quarters ; and, upon the whole, during the twelve years from 
1773 to 1784 incluſive, the average yearly importation roſe to 
578,358 quarters, and our exportation fell to 267,182 quarters; 
and the average price of wheat continued as high as L. 2: 5: 1 
per quarter; and for the laſt four years the average price of 
the quarter was L. 2: 8: 6. 


There were imported, during theſe twelve years, no leſs than 
6,940, 293 quarters of foreign grain; and only 3, 206, 184 quar- 
ters of our own grain exported: A melancholy reverſe of cir- 
cumſtances ſince the commencement of the year 1763. 


Theſe particulars will be more readily obſerved, from a ſcale 
of the yearly prices and averages of wheat, and of the general 
exportation and importation of grain, from the year 1697, to 
the year 1784 incluſive ; from which it is evident, that the 
prices of grain fell gradually, as our exportation took place, 
and roſe again as our exportation decreaſed ; and propor- 
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CHAP. Ne. Honally as the importation of foreign grain came to be per- 
| — _— Ls 


There muſt be banking very ſeductive, or very profitable, 
in the importation of foreign grain; for all the laws, that hi- 
therto have been made to prevent it, have been evaded; and 
yet, except the importer, it is clearly againſt the intereſt of 

every other perſon in the kingdom for it is deſtructive of 
our own agriculture, and we have ſeen, from certain evidence, 
that it raiſes the price of grain upon the conſumer. 


We have alſo learned, from the experience of paſt times, 
that no laws, nor any dictates of human authority, can oblige 
people to cultivate the lands, to build houſes of huſbandry, or 
to labour in that, or any other vocation, by which they can- 
not earn a reaſonable ſubſiſtence. 


In many other countries, where the ſoil and climate are 

more favourable, and the productions of the earth more eaſily 
reared, but the government deſpotic, it is with indifference, 
that the inhabitants, in general, cultivate the lands, and even 
ſee the convulſions of the ſtate; they have no ſhare in the 
government, and a change of maſters does not alter their con- 
dition; but, in Great Britain, where more induſtry may be 
neceſſary, labour is ſweetened by freedom, and nothing but 
improper laws will check the ſpirit of the people. 


vide Appendix, No 4. 
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While the ancient laws laid the country open to the impor- 
tation of foreign grain, by injudicious duties, or reſtrictions, 


upon our own produce, our farmers were diſpirited; a great 


part of the ſoil lay without culture; the price of grain was 
. conſequently high; and population was reſtrained. 


When the reſtrictions were not only removed, but bounties 
given upon the exportation of our excreſcent ſtock, by the 
acts of 1688 and 1700, the happieſt effects were immediately 
experienced : theſe laws acted like magic ; our agriculture im- 
mediately roſe as from the dead ; population increaſed ; and, 
inſtead of eating the bread of foreign nations, we not only main- 
tained all our own people, at a lower rate than was ever known 
before, and conſiderably lower than at preſent (1786) but the 
kingdom received an immediate addition of riches and ſtrength, 
from the money brought in, from the increaſe of ſhipping, 
and from the people employed in railing and exporting the 
ſurplus of our produce : A ſtate of proſperity which continued, 
without interruption, for above halt a century after the Union. 


LOI 


No ſooner was importation again encouraged, than our agri- 
eulture languiſhed ; our exportation declined ; the prices of 
grain roſe; and we have the mortification to receive, and poſ- 
ſibly now to need, an immenſe importation of foreign grain 
every year. by . 


Next to agriculture, the woollen trade may be conſidered to 
be the chief manufacture of Great Britain; and is protected 


by the moſt anxious laws, to prevent the competition of fo- 
R 


CHAP. IV. 
— 
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reigners with our manufacturers at home: yet, if by ſome fa- 
bricated terror, or other arts of 'defigning men, a perſuaſion 


ſhould go forth, contrary to fact, that our on manufactu- 


rers could not clothe the people, the legiſlature might, for 
ſimilar reaſons, be induced to permit the importation of fo- 
reign cloth: Or, if by miſtakes or inaccuracies in the laws, 
made for this purpoſe, or by a failure in the execution of them 
(all which have happened with reſpect to corn) foreign wool- 
len cloth ſhould be introduced to the kingdom, at a price be- 
low that for which our own manufacturers could afford to ſell 
cloth of the ſame quality, we ſhould 'ſoon ſtand in real need 
of foreign cloth, from the check given to our own induſtry, 
and from the number of manufacturers, that, in ma mean 


time, would be ruined and — 


This has 18 perfectly applicable to the Kin trade. Great 
Britain is certainly capable to maintain, from the produce of 
her own lands, an immenſe number of more people than have 
ever exiſted in it; but there are ſeveral nations around her, in 
Europe, and extenſive countries in America, where neither 


the rent of the lands, nor the expence of raifing corn, are ſo 


high as in Great Britain. 


Several of the nations, in Europe, have adopted the wiſe 


laws of our King William III. by giving bounties upon the 
ö exportation of this excreſcent ſtock of grain. And, from miſ- 


takes, or other failings of our laws, theſe nations have been per- 
mitted to introduce their corn into Great Britain, and to dif- 
pute the market at home with our own farmers. 
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Buy theſe means many of our ſmaller farmers. have been CHAP. IV. 


ruined, and their families diſperſed ; and whenever country 
people are driven from their ordinary employment, and habi- 
tations, to the trading or manufacturing towns, without any 
other means of ſubſiſtence than bodily labour, they ſoon melt 
away, and are loſt to the community. | 


To vouch theſe obſervations, we have only to look around 
us, and obſerve the immenſe increaſe of the poors' rates, and 
the vaſt quantity of landed property which has been brought 
to market, and ſold under its former value, within theſe 
twelve or fourteen years paſt . And nothing but the great 
capitals, and the uncommon and continued exertion of many 
of our farmers, could have poſſibly kept the agriculture of 
Great Britain in any ſhape afloat, under the preſſure of ſo 
many diſcouraging laws, 

Perhaps no better laws can be made than thoſe of 1688, and 
1700, reſpecting exportation; and thoſe of 1670, and 1732, 
reſpecting importation : although much more vigour and care, 
than have been hitherto exerciſed, ſeem to be neceſſary for the 
execution of them, 


The former of thoſe laws net only relinquiſhed all ſubſidies 
and duties payable upon corn exported, but granted a libe- 
ral bounty upon the exportation of wheat, when the price 
did not exceed 48s. the quarter, which was equal to L. 2: 17: 7 


* This alludes to the period preceding the year 1786. 
R 2 


— 
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of preſent money, and upon other grain in proportion; and 
they took no notice of foreign grain to be imported, as that 
was conſidered to have been ſufficiently guarded againſt by the 
law of 1670, by which no importatidn could take place until 
the prices at home were confiderably higher, than 3 to 

which the bounties upon exportation were limited. | 


The bounty upon the axportation of wheat, . ex- 
tended to wheat flour, and malt made of wheat, was con- 
tinued until the price, at home, roſe to L. 2: 88. equal to 
L. 2: 17 : 7 of preſent money; but, by the act 1670, if wheat 
was imported, when the price, at home, did not exceed 
L. 2: 13: 4, equal to L. 3: 45. of preſent money, it was load- 
ed with a duty equal to a prohibition; and this duty was only 
lowered as the prices roſe at home. 


The bounty upon the exportation of rye was continued un- 
til the price, at home, roſe to L. 1: 128. equal to L. 1: 18: 5 
of preſent money; and, by the above act of 1670, if rye, 
peaſe, or beans, were imported, when the price, at home, did 
not exceed L. 2, equal to L. 2: 8s. of preſent money, the du- 
ties, in like manner, were equal to a prohibition; but were 
lowered as the prices roſe. 


The bounty upon the exportation of barley and malt, after- 
wards extended to beer or bigg, was continued until the price, 
at home, amounted to L. 1: 4s. equal to L. 1: 8: 9 of pre- 
ſent money; and, by the act 1670, if barley, malt, or buck 
wheat, were imported, before the price exceeded L. 1: 128. 
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equal to L. 1:18 : 5 of preſent money, the duties were equal CHAP. . 
to a prohibition ; but were lowered as the price at home roſe. *—P 


The bounty upon the exportation of oatmeal, was continued 
until the price of oats, at home, roſe to 158. equal to 188. of 
preſent money; but, if oats were imported before the price 
came to 168. equal to 198. 2d. of preſent money, the duty was 
equal to a prohibition ; but was leſſened when the prices roſe. 
'Theſe and other ſuch circumſtances, will be readily ſeen from 
the abbreviation of the exportation and importation laws *. 


Thoſe laws were ſtrongly inforced®by the act 1732, made 
to prevent the fraudulent importation of foreign grain, by 
which corn or grain, once 1mported, was prohibited to be 
again ſhipped, to be re-exported ; or to be carried coaſtways, 
from one port to another, under ſevere penalties. It would 
appear, from this law, that diſcoveries had been made, that, 
under various pretences, corn imported, had been carried on 
ſhipboard. to other places, and from thence exported, and the 
bounty paid for it, as if ſuch corn had been of Britiſh growth; 
and, from ſome late publications, it would appear that this 
practice has not yet fallen into diſuſe. 


The beneficial conſequences to the kingdom, which theſe 
wiſe laws brought about, have already appeared; and it is dif-- 
ficult, even for the imagination, to fancy any reaſon for rever- 


ſing them, except the miſrepreſentations of intereſted and de- 
fGgning men. |: 


„ Vide Appendix, No 7. 
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The melancholy reverſe, occaſioned by che act 1773, has 


1 taken place, and we have ſeen the miſerable conſe- 


quences of it; a ſtriking evidence that people may be wearied 
of the beſt ee and even cloyed has happineſs. 


4 


111 is impoſſible to imagine that che Pl WE had any. in- 


tention to injure the beſt intereſts of the kingdom by this act; 


and, perhaps, there is not a worthier character in it, than the 


very man to whoſe lot it fell to frame this law ed humanum 


44 
at - hw 


eft errare *. 


The law, 8 bas had its effect; exportation has been 
reſtrained, and agriculture of courſe repreſſed; importation 


has, been facilitated, and the trade laid open to fraud, by per- 


mitting the re- exporting, and carrying coaſtways, from one 
port to another, grain imported. 


For fifty-five years after the Union, our exportation of grain 


counted as 1 to 21 of our produce; and the yearly. average of 


the 1 importation of grain, during that period, amounted only 


to a 475th part of our produce f; and a great part of that im- 
portation was clandeſtinely brought in upon us, without neceſ- 


| fity, and contrary to law. The ten years, from 1741 to 1750 


incluſive, were the moſt proſperous. During chat period our 


he peildu here alluded to is probably Governor Pownall, who, in 177 3, laid a 


Memoir' before the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, relative to the Corn Laws, 


and may have been employed to frame this act. Mr Arthur Young gives a copy of 


that Memoir, and ſome able Strictures on the act of 1773, in his Political Arithmetic, 
publiſhed in 1774. Edit. 


+ Vide Appendix, No 8. Art. 5. 
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yearly average exportation amounted to 848,660 quarters, and 
the yearly importation only to r5,943 quarters ; ſo that our 
exportation was as 1 to 14, and the importation only as 1 to 
742 of our produce *. 


But theſe were our halcyon days, and we have ſeen the me- 
lancholy reverſe. 


During the twelve years from 1773 to 1784 incluſive, there 
were imported of foreign grain, upon an average yearly, 
578,358 quarters, and our exportation amounted only to 
267,182 quarters; ſo that the importation has encreaſed to 
the proportion of 1 to 18, while our exportation is reduced to 
that of 1 to 40 of the produce; and the balance of importa- 
tion againſt us amounts yearly to 311,176 quarters f. 


In the year 1775, there were imported no leſs than 
1,163,407 quarters of foreign grain, and only 191,007 quar- 
ters of our own grain expgrted, which brought the importa- 


tion, that year, as high as 1 to 8 of the produce, and the ex- 
portation fell as low as 1 to 53 J. 


It is a hazardous ſituation, to be dependent upon the pro- 
duction of the lands of other nations for our bread, one day 


in every week; and it is a drain, which even the power and 


riches of Great Britain cannot long ſupply. 


* Vide Appendix, No 4.; and No 8. Art. 5. 
- + Id. 


t Vide Appendix, No 2.; and No 8. Art. 5. 
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Importation of foreign grain, acts like a mole under ground; 
we know nothing of its operations, but by the heaps which 
at raiſes; and when theſe heaps come to cover an 8th, an 18th, 


or even a 475th part of our own ſoil, it is * time to turn 
them down. | 


In whatever point of view we conſider this act, it has every 
appearance of having been ſurreptitiouſly obtained, or having 
been what is commonly called a job; and certainly great muſt 
have been the addreſs, on the part of the ſaitors, and no leſs 
the ſupineneſs on the part of adminiſtration, when ſuch a mea- 


ſure was carried into effect. 


In all caſes of commerce, and more particularly in thoſe 
where the beſt intereſts of the kingdom are concerned, the 


trade ought to be put upon a footing as ſolid and permanent 
as poſſible. | 


The former laws appointed the exportation and importation 
of grain, upon which bounties or duties were payable, to be 
regulated according to the prices, at the reſpective places of 


exportation or importation ; and, in England, it had been com- 


mitted to the juſtices of peace at their quarter ſeſſions ; and, 
in Scotland, to the Courts of Seſſion, Juſticiary, and Exche- 
quer, to aſcertain the prices. 


By che act 1773, 5 prices of grain, in England, were left 
to be fixed by the former rules; but, in Scotland, theſe powers 
were taken from the ſuperior courts, and veſted in ch Meri 


%. — 
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of the ſeveral counties, and their ſubſtitutes, who were ap- 
pointed to take proof of the price of grain within their ſeve- 
ral juriſdictions, four times in the year, which was to be the 


CHAP, IV. 


rule both for exportation and. importation from, and to, We | 


harbours within the ſeveral counties. 


But there was no compulſory clauſe in this act to oblige 
either the juſtices: of the peace in England, or the ſheriffs in 
Scotland, to execute this part of their duty; and an incongruity 
"coma. from which, indeed, the former laws were not free, 


„ . 


that many of the counties, upon the ſea coaſt, both in Eng- 


land and Scotland, were divided by the ſtream of a river fall- 
ing into the ſea, the mouth of which formed a harbour for 


both counties; ſo that if the prices of grain in ſuch adjoining 


| counties differed, exportation might be going on upon the one 
fide of the river, and Iniportation upon the other. 


Ns 8 ſatisfied ; for the job 
was not yet completed, Exportation, as well as importation, 
was ſtill limited from three months to three months, by which 
their hands were ſo far tied up. 

Another 1 was therefore procured, in 1774, by which the 
exportation of grain was appointed to be regulated, and the 
bounties to be paid according to the prices at the neareſt mar- 
ket- place to the port of exportation, on the laſt market- day 


preceding the time of ſhipping; ſo that, in the very time of 


importation, a trader, who had a parcel of grain, upon hand, 


which he could ſell to more profit abroad than at home, could 


5 8 


— 
„ 
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eaſily contrive a fale at the neareſt- market- place to entitle him. 
to export his grain, and to · receive the bounty; and, conſe- 
quently, exportation and importation may be going omat the - 
ſame time, and from the very ſame ſpot or creek. The im- 
propriety, and e W theſe vgs need no comment. 
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15 imports corn to ſupply the neceſſities of the country, it would 
be hard not to allow him to re- export it, if he could not find a 
fale for it in the country; and it would be ſtill a greater hard- 


ſhip upon him, after having ſupplied the place of importation; 
8 high, not to allow the remainder to be tranſported, in ſhipping, 


illuſory pretence is totally exploded, by the ſpirit and ſtrong 85 1 


A | car duty, which l ed 


. de a check upon the fale of the next crop of our -own lands ; 


There is doubrieſs folks playkbiliry in 1 ES the act 
of 1773, by which it would appear to mean, that if a trader 


and alſo unjuſt to the poor of other places, where the prices were 


coaſtways, to the places where it was ſo much wanted. But this. 


ſenſe: of the former laws, which tell the trader: Lou are at 2 L 
liberty to ſupply the wants of any part of che kingdom, where. * 
ſcarcity may 8 to be, and: which will be known from the © 


but you are not to hoard up quantities. of imported grain, o : 


nor will you be allowed to re- export ſuch grain, if you cannot 
find your on price in the country; becauſe that would be 
making a free port of the whole kingdom for grain, to the 
utter deſtruction of our own agrieulture; neither will you be 
permitted to ſend your imported grain coaſtways, from ono 
Pg to another; 3 for . * ſuch a "MEE would be 


— a — 


— 


* 


open to fraud, which ſhould, at all times, be avoided ; and, if 


you have no ſuch temptation, you will conform yourſelf to 


the true ſpirit of the laws, and will import no more than will 


ſupply the neceſſities of the place to which your importation 


is directed: Nor will you be allowed to import the flour or 


meal of any grain; for although we may ſometimes ſtand in 
need of corn, we can at no time ſtand in need of mills. 


. . * 2 


| Theſe appear clearly to have been the ſentiments of our for- 


mer legiſlators, with reſpect. to the importation of foreign 
grain; for whatever ſpecious arguments may be uſed in favour 
of importation, for lowering the price of grain, in times of 
ſcearcity, the true principle to proceed upon, is, to prevent 


ſcarcity, by giving every poſſible protection and encourage- 


ment to our on agriculture, Which we have ſeen, from the 
experience of more than half a century, is a certain way of | 


Guo e at reaſonable 8 


It Ki 1585 . dearly nar, that he. inpertation of 
foreign grain, has invariably raiſed the prices at home; nor is 


it to be imagined, that an importer will let them down, if he 


— 


% 


15 an unfruitful ſeaſon; when dent, crops obli ge our far- 
mers to raiſe the prices, and thereby, in ſome meaſure, to put 
che conſumer upon ſhort allowance, an importer purchaſos 


corn in a neighbouring country, where the ſeaſon has been 
8 2 


— ' \ 
* 
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can keep them up; ; for he has Andie in view but his own 


Hurtful to the ſale of our own grain, it would lay the trade CHAP. 1V. 
—— 
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char W. more ernbl or where corn is raiſed at leſs: expence char. 
OP in Great Britain; or where perhaps the country gives a ty 
upon corn exported; and by bringing it over, duty free, he is 


enabled both to drive our e. out of the — * | il 
to W up the *. 8 


| Is N Wr 
— ” 
7 


F To 8 this non, we 1 only ns 8 to . 
. . evidence already before us, founded upon the experience of ' 
near a century; and we ſhall ſee, from the Table of the yearly _ 
general exportation and importation, and the yearly price of 
wheat, from. 1 697 to 1784, that the price came down gradually, © 8 > 
as or exportation advanced, and roſe again as it declined, * | 
as the n of foreign: grain, took. Pee” 


- - . 
» 3 * - 2 
- 


x» wow — ﬀ 


> 
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„ lt cannot x therefors-bo. acubred; but that Hand, * hound 
8 direct us, to lay ſuch a duty upon foreign corn, imported, as 
will balance the advantages which: the foreign farmers have 

| over our own; that, if there muſt be a competition, both par- | 
: J 2 ties may ſtart equally. at market; ; and, if there muſt be high — 
2 n prices given, it is more for the intereſt of the -kinggdom 3 in 


genezal, that they be paid: for the, _ of our own: 
thay for. that; of N AFL. 764% 


* 
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| There may FRY no Far PER barren ſeaſons, as may ren, 
dewxr a ſupply of foreign corn abſolutely neceſſary, to prevent 
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= | famine.; and in ſuch events, powers ought to be veſted in che 
A EKing ! in council, to leſſen, or to ſuſpend altogether, the due 
_— ies upon corn to be re but, an all ather. caſes, ws | 
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ing importation, perhaps we cannot recur to a bil bits Fagan CHAP. IV. 


the act 1670. But to do this with propriety, will require | 


great eircumſpection and care. We are near the brink of 


— precipice, at the ſame time that our retreat to a place of 
8 lafery, 1 18 Not . hazard. „ SS dh 


. 
Y 


% 


v = the * that hes nab millions of people 


in Great Britain, whereof two millions and a half are farmers 


and cottagers, or people entirely employed. in the buſineſs of 
manufaQturing grain, and that the other five millions and a 
half fill up the other departments of the community; and, 
reckoning chat two quarters of the different kinds of grain, 

overhead, are neceſſary for the ne of each perſon, the” 


PRE — 


nance of the people employed in agriculture, 3 18 eleven mil- 
lions of een *. 


. ne 


A ſhall A pold a year, in which Great Britain c can juſt 
maintain herſelf and ſow the ground, without receiving or 


ſending out any grain, the eleven millions of quarters would 
be the amount both of the conſumption and of the produce, 


being rhe, exact goantty raiſed, after ſuppporting the people 


and cattle employed in the manufacture; and the exact quan- 


* n for the 2 branches of the community. 
Butt in * Wha we export more than we import, our pro- 
duce muſt be greater than our conſumption ; and in years 


when we import more chan we export, it muſt be propor- 
tionally leſs. < | 


vide Chap. I. Page 21. and Append, No 8. Art. 4. 
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For the ten years from 174 to 1750 incluſive, our 


7 « 


Quarter. 


exportation, at an average *, amounted yearly to 848,660 
And deducing-our yearly average Cate of 15,943 


| There remained of +a yearly exportation 2 A 8327 17 
To which being added our yearly conſumption of 1 II 2800 80 


9 . uP our produce, AT to 11,8 32,71 oy 


— Ryarters. 
In 0 W 1 of view we maſt firſt ſtate our | 
- yearly conſumption - = — 1 1,000,000 
And our average yearly exportation from I -- 3 to 
1784 incluſi ze — 26782 


Amounting together 8 Ms ed 11,267,182 


And from thence deducting our average yearly 


importati - — _ — 3578, 358 


— 


Our r produce is reduced „ nn ces a 10,688,824 


. | as Quarters. 


A Now, a again our produce, in the times of the 


| proſperity of agriculture, amounting o 11 PB AE g 
A aur ogg een of a 3 10,686 $24 


* 


quarters of grain 7 -raiſed in Great Britain now, than for- 
ar which? 1s about x to 9 of our preſent produce. 


SES The difference 1 18 I 143,893 


3 © The amount of th exprs and import u un aun vii be fe i th 
—_— —_—_ | | | 


*% — 


2 Thie amazing difletebce, allowing twelve people for raiſing 


every hundred quarters of grain, cuts off from Great Britain, 


the employment of 137,256 perſons, old and young, who 
would have been employed in raiſing this corn, and transfers 
the occupation and profit of the manufacture to the lands and 
people of other nations. 


8 


if we compute five quarters of the different kinds of grain 


would have afforded employment to-228,778 tons of * 
for one voyage *. 


- 
* 


And, for the * voyage, allowing five mariners, young 


have given employment to 11, 435 ſailors, beſides labourers 
and boatmen, in loading, piloting, &c. 


to the conſtant ſupport of above 1400 ſeamen, or to the man- 
beneficial conſequences, which would attend ſuch an exten- 


32 


| vide Note, p. 123. 
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Had Great Britain * this e of buſineſs to | herſelf | 


EI over-head, to make a-ton weight, the exportation of the grain 


and old, for the navigation of every hundred tons, it would. 


Ad, if we ſhall ſuppoſe this voyage to take up- only one 
eighth part of the year, this navigation would have been equal 


ning of two ſhips of the line; all which, with many other 


five branch of commerce, have been totally loſt to Great Bri-- 


It appears, by an extract from the Corn Regiſter, that, for 


. CHAP, IV. 
— g 
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CHAP. IV. the FEM Vi years from 1991 to 1784 THT the Average 


aw? die prices of eee were as 
ee, CM e eee ag eee 

5 c ee eee . 

5 | The quanter of en s 0 
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which makes he average price of: the quarter of theſe differ- 
n kinds of grain, over- head, to de b 9 3. 


* 
1 


If Great Britain had continued, as farnarly, to raiſe” and 
export at the rate of 832,717 quarters of grain, ſhe would 
have received, beſides the advantages already ſtated, for the 


price of the grain yearly 8 3 1,217,848 12. 8 
But inſtead of that receipt ſhe has yearly "I N 
to pay for 31 1,176 quarters of foreig 


” * . 
- I - 
N o 


grain imported, over the amount of all 


Which makes a yearly "NL againſt Great 


1 Britain of 1 e eee e L. opa gas 10 8 


* 


- Theſe fads merit ab moſt ſerious conlideration We” 4 
® In the ſapplies for the year 1796, no leſs thin | a million Sterling i is voted, to pay 
TEE Fo, bounties on the importation of foreign * This ſum, at the rate 1 * 


1 * 


Ker IT which comes to 45 5,094 18 0 a 
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Having ſeen our average yearly produce brought to nearly 
twelve millions of quarters, when Great Britain enjoyed the ex- 
port trade; and again reduced to little more than ten millions 
and a half, when that trade was loſt; there can be nothing more 
clear than that the quantity of corn ſown, will, at all times, 
be proportioned to the demand; and that, as our agriculture 
ſhall be extended, the number of our people will be increaſed. 


It is, however, to be conſidered, that we have now, for a 
conſiderable period, been accuſtomed to receive a yearly im- 
portation of near 600,000. quarters of grain, or about an 
eighteenth part of our own proviſion, from foreign countries; 
and if we ſhall cut off or loſe that ſupply, before our agricul- 
ture ſhall be ſo far extended, as to be ſufficient to ſupport the 
kingdom, at reaſonable Prices, without 3 8 the ſhock might be 
ruinous. | 


* | k 


The great increaſe of population in Great Britain, during 


the preſent century, would appear to have taken place chiefly 


from the year 1708 to 1763, when agriculture flouriſhed, and 


when the great trade, of railing and exporting corn, felt the 


ſhillings per quarter, being the average of the different rates of bounty for wheat, 
may produce an importation of 1,177,064 quarters ; which, if reckoned to ſell at L. 4 
per quarter, would, together with the million for bounties, amount to L. 5,708,256; 
and although it may not be poſſible to procure even half that quantity of wheat, yet, 
from the vigorous meaſures taken to-prevent dearth, the reſt of the ſum may be applied 
to the purchaſe of other grain. Allowing that the odd ſeven hundred thouſand pounds 
may remain with our own merchants, as their profit; the drain of money, from Great 
Britain, for foreign 7 may, and probably will, amount to five millions Sterling in 
one year! Fa. 
T 
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ſame + and enjoyed a like ſucceſs with our other ma- 
nufactures. For, ſinee that time to the year 1984, emigra- 
tion, colonization, and war, have drawn ſo largely from the. 

number of our inhabitants, that the alarming increaſe of im- 


portation, in ſo ſhort a period as theſe twenty years, cannot 


be aſcribed to an additional conſumption, from advancing po- 
pulation; nor does it appear, that it can be entirely accounted 
for in a ſatisfactory manner, by any other cauſe, than the 
diſcouragement occaſioned by the change of ſyſtem in the Corn 
Laws, which has turned the induſtry of the people, from the 
raiſing of corn, to e of leſs ; 9 to the profÞeruy 
of the kingdom. 


| TI reſult of experience, during a period of ſeven hun- 
dred years, we have found, that the principles of the Corn: 
Laws ought to be calculated to encourage the people 
to improve their lands, and to raiſe as much corn as the 
ſoil and climate will admit: An object which can only be at- 
tained, by ſecuring a certain and ſteady market to the farmer. 
for his produce; not only by preventing importation, but al- 
fo, whenever it ſhall appear, from the moderate price of grain 
at home, that a greater quantity has been raiſed, than is re- 
quired for the annual fupply of the inhabitants, by giving 
ſuch a bounty on exportation, as ſhall enſure a ready vent 
for our excreſcent ſtock in foreign countries. It is not enough 
that a nation raiſes, in general; a. ſufficiency of corn for 
the conſumption of its inhabitants: It mufſt be accuſtomed. 
to raiſe conſiderably more, in order to afford plenty in bad 
feaſons; and its annals ought be diſtinguiſhed by a greater or 
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leſſer exportation; but, on no occaſion, ought it be reduced 
to the neceſſity of importation, and having recourſe to foreign 
countries, for an expenſive and precarious relief. 


In the courſe of this Inquiry, it has appeared, that thoſe 
happy effects have been beſt promoted by the laws of 1670, 
1688, 1706, and 1732; and, in order that the principles of 
thoſe laws may be clearly underſtood, we ſhall exhibit a Table, 
ſhewing the prices, bounties, and duties, by which the Corn 
Trade was regulated, under the old ſyſtem *. 


* 'To enable the reader to compare theſe with the prices, bounties, and duties, by 
which the Corn Trade is now regulated, under the law of 1791, a ſimilar Table of 
them is given along with that referred to by the Author. Edit. 
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If we ſhall return to the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by the old laws, 
it is to be hoped that we may ſoon recover the happy ſituation 
in which our agriculture flouriſhed for more than half a cen- 
tury after the Union; and, taking thoſe laws for our baſis, 


we may thence deduce the following theorems: 


I., That, whenever the prices of grain, at home, are ſuch: . 


as indicate plenty, a bounty ought to be given upon exporta- 


tion; and that bounty ought to be continued, until the prices 


riſe to a certain height. 


24d, That, when the prices riſe to the ff degree, the bounty 
ought to ceaſe; but exportation ſhould ſtill be permitted, un- 
til the prices riſe to a ſecond degree. | 


34, That, when the prices riſe to the ſecond degree, exporta- 
tion ought to be prohibited.. 


4th, That, when the prices riſe to a third degree, importa- 
tion ought to be permitted, upon payment of duties; and 


thoſe duties ſhould be leſſened, if the prices increaſe. 


515, That; no flour, or ground-grain, ought to be allowed 
to be imported. 


6th, That, corn, once imported, ought not to be again ex- 
ported; nor carried coaſtways, from one port to another. 


7th, That, as either exportation or importation. may be 
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CHAP. IV, carried to exceſt, powets/ought to be veſted in the King in 
Ho Council, to reſtrain or prohibit exportation, or importation; | 
and that either generally; or in particular places, as may ap- 
pear to be moſt beneſicial to the kingdom at large 


I. 
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CHAP. V. 


Arrangements propoſed for carrying into execution, and giving ect 
- to the Corn Laus. —Concliſion of the Work. 


Laws have already been conveyed to us, by our fore- 


fathers, they have not been equally ſucceſsful in the rules laid 
down for the execution of thoſe laws. 


A national object of this importance would require to be 
put under the direction of perſons of the firſt conſideration ; 
and the laws, for its encouragement and protection, ought 
to be executed with the utmoſt preciſion. We have ſeen 
the agriculture of Great Britain flouriſhing under the benign 
influence of the former ſalutary laws; and we have ſeen it 
blaſted by the haſty application of contrary rules. 


If we ſhall ſuppoſe the principles, ſtated in the ſeven theo- 
rems, which concluded the foregoing chapter, to be the foun- 


dation of our Corn Laws, we may conſider how far the exe- 
U 


LTHOUGH the true ſpirit and conſtruction of the Corn 
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cution of them may not be rendered more prompt and certain, 
than heretofore, and fraud more effectually prevented. 


* 


Although England and Scotland be politically incorporated, 


and that, in the preſent caſe, the ſame prices, bounties, and 
duties, and the ſame rules, will anſwer for both countries; 


yet, from their being under a ſeparate juriſdiction, as well as 
from a diverſity of climate and crops, it appears neceſſary that 


each ſhould have a b r inſtitution for che execution of the 


laws. 


Let us ſuppoſe the three junior Judges of the courts of 


King's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, with a ſecre- 


tary or clerk, with ſuitable appointments, to be formed into 
a Court for the Conſervation of the Agriculture of England; and 


two of the Judges to be a quorum *. And the three junior 


Judges of the courts of Seſſion, Juſticiary, and Exchequer, in 
Scotland, with a ſecretary or clerk, and ſuitable appointments, 
to be formed into a Court for the Conſervation of the Agricul- 
ture of Oo; and two of theſe n to be a quorum. 


Let us ſuppoſe England to be divided into ten diſtricts, and 
Scotland into five; and, to avoid the confuſion and irregularity 
ariſing from exportation and importation going on at the ſame 
time, in the ſame harbour or ereek, let the diviſions be made, 
as muck. as Je, from headland to n, or Places 


The three: junior judges are mentioned, as they are: ed to be at a more 
vigorous time of life than their ſeniors, and of courſe more capable of „bearing the 
additional fatigue of this office. 


Pa 
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where there are no harbours or creeks; and let the neighbour- 
ing counties form the diſtrict, as follows *: 


ENGLAND. 


From Berwick to Redcar, comprehending the ſea coaſts of 
the counties of Northumberland and Durham; and theſe 
counties to form the diſtrict. 


From Redcar to Spurn-head, comprehending the ſea coaſt of 
Yorkſhire ; and that county to form the diſtri. 


From Spurn-head to Orfordneſs, comprehending the ſea 
coaſts of the counties of Lincoln, Norfolk, and Suffolk, and 
the navigation of the Humber; and theſe, with the counties 
of Cambridge, Huntington, Northampton, Warwick, Leiceſ- 
ter, Rutland, Derby, and Nottingham, to form the diſtrict. 


From 'Orfordneſs to Dungeneſs, comprehending the ſea 


coaſt of Eſſex and Kent, with the navigation of the river 


Thames; and theſe, with the counties of Surry, Berks, Ox- 
ford, Buckingham, Middleſex, Hertford, and Bedford, to 
form the diſtri. | 


From Dungeneſs to the Faſter limit of Dorſetſhire, compre- 
hending the ſea coaſt of Suſſex and Hampſhire ; and theſe, 


with Wiltſhire, and the Ifle of Wight, to form the diftri. 


The diviſion of the diſtricts, in the act 1791, not being made from headland to 


headland, appears to be liable to the objections, which m author has endeavoured 
to obviate in his arrangement. Zdi. 
| U 2 
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1ſt Diſtrict, 


2d Diſtrict. 


34 Diſtrict. | 


4th Diſtrict. 


«th Diſtrict. 


— 
6th Diſtrict. 


I th Diſtrict. 


3th Diſtrict. 


och Diſtrict. 


roth Diſtrict. 


diſtrict. 5 


rſt Diſtrict. 
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From the Eaſtern limit of Dorſetſſiire to Minehead, com- 
prehending the ſea coaſt of Dorſetſhire, and that of De von- 
ſhire and Cornwall; and theſe counties to form the diſtrict. 


From Minehead to Pen Kenny's Point, comprehending the 
ſea. coaſt: of Somerſetſhire, Monmouthſhire, Glamorganſhire, 
Caermarthenſhire, and Pembrokeſhire, with the navigation of 
the Severn ; and theſe, with the counties of Glouceſter, Here- 
ford, and Brecknock, to form the diſtrict. 


From Pen Kenny's Point ta Great Orm's Head, comprehend- 


ing the ſea coaſts of Cardiganſhire, Merionethſhire, Carnar- 
vonſhire, with the Iſle of Angleſea; and theſe, with Mont- 


gomeryſhire, Radnorſhire, and Shropſhire, to form the diſtrict. 


From Great Orm's Head to Roſlal Point, comprehending the 
ſea. coaſt of Denbighſhire, Flintſhire, Cheſhire, and Lanca- 
{hire ; and theſe, with Staffordſhire, to form the diſtrict. 


From Roſſal Point to the bottom of the Solway Firth, com- 
prehending the ſea coaſt of Weſtmoreland and Cumber- 
land; and theſe counties, with the Iſle of Man, to form the 


SCOTLAND. 
. of the Solvay Eck” bo the been f 
Loch Long, comprehending the ſea coaſt of the counties of 


Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, Wigtoun, Air, Renfrew, and Dum 
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; ER with the navigation of the eaſt ſide of Loch Long, and 


the navigation of the Clyde; and theſe, with the county of 
Lanark, to form the diſtrict. 


From the bottom of Loch Long to Arderſeer, comprehend- 
ing the ſea coaſt of the counties of Bute, Argyle, Inverneſs, 
Roſs, Cromarty, Sutherland, and Caithneſs, Shetland, and 
Orkney, with the whole iſlands that belong to theſe counties, 
and the navigation of the Murray Frith, upon the north fide 
as far as Arderſeer, and upon both ſides, above Arderſeer; 
and the above counties to form the diſtrict. 


From Arderſeer to Mather Point, ſouthward of John's Haven, 
comprehending the ſea coaſts of the counties of Nairn, Moray, 


Banff, Aberdeen, and Mearns; and wein counties to torm the 
diſtrict. 


From Mather Point, ſouth of John's Haven, to the Bridge of 


Stirling, comprehending the ſea coaſt of the counties of An- 
gus and Fife, with the navigation of the Tay to the Bridge of 
Perth, and of the north ſide of the Forth; and the above 


counties, with thoſe of Clackmannan, Kinroſs, and Perth, to 


form the diſtrict. 


From the Bridge of Stirling to Berwick, comprehending 
the ſea coaſt of the counties of Stirling, Linlithgow, Edin- 
burgh, Haddington, and Berwick; and theſe counties, with 
Peebles, Selkirk, and Roxburgh, to form the diſtrict. 


CHAP. V. 


2d Diſtrict. 


3d Diſtrict. 


4th Diſtrict. 


5th Diſtrict, 
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Theſe are the diviſions which occur to us to be the moſt 
convenient and proper, according to the beſt of our informa- 
tion. and judgment ; but we are far from laying them down 
as unexceptionable. In a work of this nature, it is ſufficient 
that a reaſonable plan be propoſed, leaving it to be canvaſſed 
at the county meetings in the ſeveral diſtricts, and the par- 


ticulars to be afterwards arranged and fixed by the legiſlature. 


Now, ſuppoſing theſe courts to be conſtituted, and the diſ- 
tricts to be fixed. =C | 


At Michaelmas, yearly, when the harveſt will be generally 
over in England, let the ſheriffs call a jury of twenty-four 
grave ſubſtantial people, ſuch as are ordinarily called upon 
grand juries, in every county; and, in Yorkſhire, in every 
Riding ; and let this jury declare, upon oath, from their own 
knowledge, or from ſuch evidence as they ſhall think proper 
to call before them, their opinion of the ſtate of the crop, 
and of the prices which the ſeveral kinds of grain may be 
worth for the enſuing ſeaſon, within their reſpective counties. 


Let theſe verdicts be immediately ſent to the Secretary of 
the Court of Conſervation, who, from thence, is to make out 
an average account of the ſeveral prices of grain within the 


reſpective diſtricts; which 3s to be laid before the Court, and, 


by their authority, publiſhed in the Gazette, and to ſtand as 
the rule for exportation and importation within the ſeveral 
diſtricts, until another general report ſhall be publiſhed, unleſs 


W 
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the Laind ſhall, in the mean Fm be altered by the King's s pro- 


clamation. 


At Ladyday, when the ſeed, in England, will be moſtly in 


the ground, let juries again be impannelled in every ſhire, and 


in every Riding of Yorkſhire ; and let them declare, upon 
oath, from their own knowledge, or from ſuch evidence as 
they may think proper to call before them, their opinion of 
the valae or prices which the ſeveral ſorts of grain, within 
their ſeveral counties, may be worth until harveſt ; which ver- 
dicts are to be immediately reported to the Secretary of the 


Court of Conſervation, from whence he is to make out an 


average account of the prices of the different kinds of grain, 
within the ſeveral diſtricts, which is to be laid before the Court, 


and, by their authority, publiſhed in the Gazette; and to 


ſtand as the rule for exportation and importation within the 


ſeveral diſtricts, until another general report ſhall be publiſhed, | 


unleſs the ſame ſhall, in the mean time, be altered by the 
King's proclamation. 


Let a weekly account be kept in one or more towns in each 


county, and in each Riding of Yorkſhire, where corn or meal 
markets are uſually held, and if more than one, at leaſt twenty 
miles diſtant from each other, of the prices of the ſeveral 


kinds of corn, grain, or meal, per quarter, allowing 


pounds avoirdupois, for the quarter of meal in thoſe markets; 


which accounts are, immediately after the markets, to be ſent 
to the Secretary of the Court of Conſervation, from whence 


he is to make up an average account of the prices of the dif. 


CHAP. V. 
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eden kinds of grain, within the ſeveral diſtricts, to _ nd 


before the Court once n week *. 


a Contains eee being. fn. te of che 
general- ſtate of the crop, and of the value of the different 


kinds of grain, in the ſeveral diſtricts, twice every, year, and 


of the weekly ſtate of the markets, in the event of any ſud- 
den riſe of the prices of grain, either from known or unknown 


cauſes, or from the appearance of a late or a bad harveſt, or 


in the caſe of any conſiderable fall in the prices, the judges 
have it in their power to lay the caſe before the King in 
Council, in order to procure ſuch an alteration in the exporta- 


tion or importation, as they {hall | Judge * for the good af 
the kingdom at large. 


In executing this part of cheir duty, it is not to be doubted 
that the judges will act with ſufficient caution and circum- 


ſpection, to fruſtrate any artifices for Wiens or e os 
markets. 


And here it may be proper to obſerve, that the weſtern coaſt, 
both of England and Scotland; from the difference of climate, 
is not ſo well adapted to the production of corn, as the eaſtern 
coaſt, and conſequently that the prices of grain muſt, in gene- 
ral, be higher in the one ſide of the iſland than the other; be- 
ſides, there are other populous graſing and manufacturing 
counties, which never raiſe corn ſufficient for their own con- 


* The ad 10 Geo. 3. cap. 39+ with ſome amendment might anſiver this purpoſe. 
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ſumption; and, upon the eaſtern coaſt, ſome of the diſtricts 
may enjoy a plentiful harveſt, while others, from a leſs favour- 
able ſeaſon, have reaped but a ſcanty one. 


In ſuch caſes it is well worthy of the attention of the legi- 
ſlature to conſider, how far it would not be proper to give 
ſome bounty equal to the freight, for tranſporting grain from 
one diſtrict to another, or even from the one ſide of the iſland 
to the other, rather than to import foreign grain; for it ſhould 
be never out of view, that for every hundred quarters of fo- 
reign grain, which we bring into the kingdom, we cut off the 
bread and employment of twelve of our own people, old and 
young ; or, more properly ſpeaking, we prevent the exiſtence 
of ſuch a number of additional people, with the proportional 
production of cattle, horſes, &c. by employing the lands and 
labour of other nations . At any rate it would appear to be 
neceſlary to give every eaſe poſſible to the tranſmiſſion of our 
own corn from one part of the kingdom to another, by per- 
mitting it to be ſhipped and carried coaſtways, or by inland 
navigation, without any cuſtom-houſe diſpatch, or any other 
detention whatever. And to prevent frauds, by carrying ſuch 
corn abroad, it may be declared, by a law, to be highly penal 
to load any corn for exportation, without entry at the cuſtom- 
- houſe : And all reſtraints upon buying and felling of corn, 
except thoſe upon foreſtalling and regrating the particular mar- 
kets, ought to be removed. 


CHAP. v. 


The ſame rules for carrying on the buſineſs of the Court of 


* Vide Appendix Ne 8, Art. 9. * 
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Conſervation in England, will apply to that of Scotland, and 
they need nct therefore be repeated. 


We ſhall now proceed to mention what occurs to us, with 


reſpect to the particular buſineſs of exportation and importa- 


tion ; what the probable expence may be attending the execu- 
tion of the laws; and in what manner the funds may be 
raiſed for that purpoſe. 


The buſineſs of importation will be much circumſcribed, by 
the general plan for aſcertaining the prices ; but ſtill this 


branch of the trade, ought, for reaſons already enumerated, 


to be attended to with the utmoſt preciſion. 


It is not to be doubted, that the reports of the juries, at 
Ladyday and Michaelmas, will eſtabliſh the general ftate of 
the prices of the ſeveral kinds of grain throughout rhe king- 


dom; and theſe being the index of the trade, will guard-it 


againſt improper importation ; and, if any fraud ſhall be at- 
tempted, by the artificial raiſing or falling of particular mar- 
kets, the general, as well as the particular, ſtate of the prices, 
over all the kingdom, being conſtantly in the view of the 
Courts of Conſervation, the judges will thereby be enabled 


completely to prevent ſuch attempts from having any effect; 
at the ſame time that the community at large, may fafely re- 


poſe ſuch confidence in theſe courts, as to believe that the 


judges, upon due conſideration, will, from time to time, when 


they {hall ſee it proper, by their repreſentations to the King 
in Council, ſoften the neceſſary rigour of the laws to be 
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made againſt importation, until the agriculture of the king- 
dom {ſhall furniſh grain ſufficient for its conſumption, 


With reſpect to exportation, the law gives the bounty to the 
farmer, for enabling him to ſend his crop abroad, and to diſ- 
poſe of it in another country, when he cannot find a market 
for it at home; and by that means to continue his trade of 
raiſing corn, preferably to other productions of the ſoil, which 
are not ſo neceſſary nor ſo profitable to the kingdom. 


It no doubt anſwers the ſame purpoſe to give the bounty to 
the merchant who exports the grain, becauſe he is thereby 
enabled to pay a proportionally higher price to the farmer ; 
and, from his knowledge and correſpondence in the trade, he 
may find a market for it, when the farmer cannot. 


But to guard againſt fraud has been always the chief dif- 
ficulty in the execution of the Corn Laws; for where profit 
1s to be obtained, there will be people ready to break through, 


or to evade the ſtricteſt laws, even thoſe moſt beneficial to 
the kingdom. 


On the plan recommended, it will be the object of the laws 
to provide, that the corn and meal to be exported, upon which 
a bounty is to be paid, 1s really and truly of Britiſh growth ; 
that it is neither corn of foreign growth, nor mixed with fo- 
reign corn; that it is not corn ground, or malt made from 


CHAP.V. 


corn of foreign growth, nor mixed with foreign grain; and 


K 2 
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that it is not corn of Britiſh growth which had been * 
exported, and afterwards relanded. | 


To obviate theſe difficulties, as far as poſſible, it may be 
propoſed, that the exporter ſhall make oath, that the corn in- 


tended to be ſhipped by him, for exportation, was purchaſed 


by him, or by perſons immediately employed by him, from 
Britiſh farmers, or raiſers of corn; and that, to the beſt of 
his knowledge and belief, it is not of foreign growth, nor 
mixed with corn of foreign growth; and that it is not corn of 
Britiſh growth, which had formerly been exported, and after- 
wards relanded, nor mixed with ſuch-corn. 


It may be objected, that ſuch niceties would be a reſtraint 


upon the trade, and a bar to the transference of property; but 


where bounties are to be given for the general good, upon as 
eaſy terms as is conſiſtent with a proper guard againſt fraud, 


the receivers are not entitled to ſcrutiniſe, or to find fault 


with the rules en by the generous benefactor. 


Fair dealers will find no fault with proper reſtrictions, nor 
can theſe rules in the ſmalleſt degree obſtru exportation. 


In all countries there are people who tread upon the heels of 


the fair trader; and, in caſes of this kind, where penalties 
muſt be affixed, to tranſgreſſions, ſuch people might name 
perſons as exporters, to qualify their cargoes, as had neither 
character nor property to loſe. 


Exportation of corn, according to the former laws, ought 
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to be made in ſhips owned by Britiſh born ſubjects, reſiding 
in the Britiſh dominions, and whereof the maſter, and at leaſt 
two thirds of the mariners, are alſo Britiſh ſubjects; and the 


exporter ought to give bond, under the penalty of L. 10 per 


ton, that the corn ſhipped, ſhall be carried abroad, and not 


relanded in Britain; but the bounty ſhould be payable, al- 
though the grain ſhould periſh at ſea, or be taken by enemies; 


and the bond ought to be given up, upon producing proper 
certificates that the corn was really landed in a foreign coun- 
try, or that it had periſhed at ſea, or had been taken by ene- 
mies, | h | 


The diſpatch of buſineſs is of great conſequence ; and the 


laws have allowed the officers of the cuſtoms ro make choice - 
of two ſacks out of twenty, and from the quantity of corn 


contained in theſe, to compute the quantity ſhipped. 


If we could expect the long wiſhed for equaliſation of the 
weights and meaſures of Great Britain, we would propoſe, that 
the bounties ſhould be made payable according to the weight 
of the quarter of well dreſſed middling Britiſh grain. This 
rule, while it deals out juſtice to the public, would tend 
greatly, in a ſhort time, to ſtamp a ſuperior value upon Britiſh 
grain, at foreign markets. But, if this cannot be the caſe, the 
farmer is much ſafer to ſell his grain to the merchant by mea- 
ſure, than by weight ; becauſe his own meaſures will be ſome 
ſort of check, and there is probably leſs opportunity of deceit, 


in the diverſity of the meaſures, than in that of the weights, 


CHAP. V. 
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which at preſent are to be found in every part of Great Bri- 


tain, 


By che act of che 24th George II. when ground corn is 


ſhipped, the ſame bounty is to be allowed upon 244 pounds 
weight of wheat meal, or other ground corn or grain, where- 


on there is a bounty, as was allowed upon the exportation of 
four buſhels of wheat, or other grain or corn unground ; and, 


For the diſpatch of buſineſs, when ſuch ground corn ſhould be 


brought in ſacks to be ſhipped, the officers of the cuſtoms 


were authoriſed to make choice of two ſacks out of twenty, 
and from thence to compute the weight of the meal to be 


ſhipped, for which the bounty 1s to be paid. 


By the act 1773 the bounties payable upon corn ground (ex- 
cept oatmeal *) are taken off, while the foreign farmer is per- 
mitted to import his flour, upon payment of a mere trifle of 
duties. | - 


It is not eaſy to diſcover a reaſon for this part of that law; 
for if our farmers are to be allowed a bounty upon the ex- 


* By the act 1773, the quarter of oatmeal is fixed at 276 pounds avoirdupois, upon 


which a bounty of 28. 6d. is payable. By the former laws, the bounty upon 244 


pounds of meal, made from wheat or other grain, upon which a bounty was payable, 
was the ſame as was allowed for four buſhels of the grain from whence the meal was 
made; which brings the weight of the quarter to 448 pounds. The weight of the 


quarter of all kinds of meal, ought to be the ſame; and a bounty of 4s. upon 445 
pounds of oatmeal, will be equal to 2s. Gd. upon 276 pounds. f 
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portation of wheat in body, they are much better entitled to 
it, in ſound policy, when, by the manufacture of it into flour, 
they add 10 per cent. of the value of it, to the common ſtock 
of the induſtry of the kingdom; and 10 per cent. more, for 
the cloth uſed in ſacks for it. It is therefore to be hoped, that 
- this bounty, and the clauſe for diſpatch in the buſineſs of ex- 
portation, will be replaced. 

The bounties upon exportation ſhould be paid according to 
the certificates of the officers of the cuſtoms, at the port of 
ſhipping, within ſix months after the certificate ſhall be pre- 
ſented to the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms at London or Edin- 
burgh reſpectively; and, failing ſuch payments, the money to 
bear intereſt at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, until paid, 
agreeable to the act of the 26th George II. 


Having mentioned what occurs to us reſpecting this pro- 


poſed law, and the execution of its different branches, we 
{hall now take under conſideration the expence and funds ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on the external and internal buſineſs of 


the propoſed Court. 


It may be preſumed, that the jurymen will attend the ſeve- 
ral meetings upon their own expences, for the public good ; 
but to call them together, to ingroſs the ſeveral ſteps of their 


procedure, and make the reports to the Court of Conſervation, - 


muſt be attended with ſome expence, and this being an ad- 


ditional piece of duty to be fixed upon the ſheriffs, they 


CHAP. V. 
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ought to have a reaſonable allowance for their trouble and ex- 
* 


By the act of the roth George III. for regiſtering the prices 
of corn, the perſons to be appointed to take up the prices of 


corn, at the ſeveral markets, and to tranſmit the ſame, were 


to be rewarded according to the determination of the juſtices 
of the peace, and to be paid quarterly out of the county rates; 
but, in counties where there were no county rates, this part of 
the law could not be executed f. Beſides, this law extends 
only to the prices of wheat, rye, barley, oats, and beans, in 
England, and only to beer or bigg, in Scotland : And, to an- 
ſwer the preſent purpoſes, the prices of all kinds of grain in 
uſe for the food of mankind, and the prices of meal, made 
from ſuch grain, muſt be returned. 


Reaſonable ſalaries muſt be made to the judges, and to 


their ſecretaries or clerks, and a proper allowance for the con- 
tingent * of the courts, F 


As every 2 0 to the public conſideration, ought 
to be made as complete as poſſible, we ſhall here ſpecify cer- 


„ Hitherto, when ſuch duty was committed to the juſtices of the peace, in 
many places it was not executed; and, as a law of the propoſed kind, cannot have 
the wiſhed · for effect, without prompt and diſtin& execution, it would appear to be ne- 
ceſſary to convey the power to the ſheriffs, as an indiſpenſable part of their office. 


+ Although proviſion may be made for the payment of the perſon who takes up 


- and tranſmits the market prices, ſtill it would appear neceſſary to have a penal clauſe | 


anſerted to inſure the execution of his duty. 
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tain articles, which it appears to us may form the principal 
heads of the expence of executing this law. 


In England there are 51 counties, beſide Yorkſhire, in which 


there are 3 Ridings, each of them larger than many counties ; 
and as we have propoſed a jury in each county, and in each 
of theſe ridings, there would be in all 54 juries in England. 


In Scotland there are 34 counties, but as 6 of theſe are very 
ſmall, and are, at preſent, ſeverally conjoined with other coun- 
ties, under the juriſdiction of one ſheriff; 28 juries will ſerve 
for Scotland. 


The number of market towns, from whence the weekly re- 
turn of the prices are to be made, ought to be regulated ac- 
cording to the numbers of people, and extent of the counties 
or ridings. We ſhall propoſe theſe to be arranged as follows : 


IN ENGLAND. 


COUNTIES. 


— — — _— 


No 


MARKET TOWNS. 


No 


I Cornwall | 

| 2/Devonſhire 

3 orſetſhire 

Somerſetſhire 


S 


Kent 

. [Lo|Glamorganſhire 

1 1| Monmouthſhire 
12 G louceſterſhire 

I 3]Berkſhire 

14 Oxfordſhire 

5H Buckinghamſhire 
1:6]Middleſex 


— 
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CHAP. v. | l os _ | ENGLAND. 
Nol COUNTIES. MARKET TOWNS. 


17|Hertfordſhire 
[1 8]Eflex. 
19/Pembrokeſhire 
20 Caermarthenſhire 
21 Brecknockſhire 
- [22|Cardiganſhire 
2 3Radnorſhire N FEET 
24 Herefordſhire | dea 
25 Worceſterſhire | | | 
126|Warwickſhire 
25 Northamptonſhire 
28 Bedfordſhire 

29 .Huntingdonſhire 
- 0 Cambridgeſhire 
318uffolk 
32 Montgomeryſhire 
| 133]Merionethſhire 
34Shropſhire | | 
35 taffordſhire | — 
36 Leiceſterſhire | 


n. 
— 
- 


N 


[4 1]Denbighſhire 
42|Flintſhire 1 4 | 
43 heſhire F | x 4 bf 


146[Lincolnſhire We: 1 5 | Ne 1 
ancaſhire ; ; 
eſtmoreland | 


itto, North Riding 
itto, Weſt Riding 


orkſhire, E. ning 
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SCOTLAND. 
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No CoOUNTIES. 


1 Edinburghſhire 
2 Haddingtonſhire 
3 Berwickſhire 
4Roxburghſhire 
5 Perthſhire 

6 Mearns 
Aberdeenſhire 

8 Inverneſsſhire 

9 Selkirkſhire 

10 Peebles 

11 Lanark 

12 Dumfriesſhire 
13 Wigtonſhire 

14 Ayrſhire 

15 Dumbartonſhire 
16 Renfrewſhire 


1 8 Linlithgow 
19 Argyleſhire 
20 Bute | 

21 Fife and Kinroſs 


22 Forfarſhire 
23 Banffſhire 


x 


25/Elgin and Nairn 
26Orkney and Shetland 
27 Roſs and Cromarty 
28|Kircudbright 


1 7Stirling and Clackmanan 


2JCaithoeſs and Sutherland | 
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CHAP.V. Let us ſuppoſe the ſalary of the three Judges in 


2 England to be L. 300 each - I. oo o © 
| To their ſecretary or clerk pert ere ge 0.70 
Contingent expences—_ = . = - 60 © o 
L. 1210 0 © 
8 Salary of the three i in Scotland. ſuppo- 
ſed to be L. 200 each L. 600 o @& . 
. To their ſecretary or clerk 200 0 © 
. Contingent expences _ - "mY „„ 15 2 
WES — — 840 © © 


8 8 of calling 108 juries in . yearly, 
and of engroſſing their procedure, and ma- 
king their reports, at L. Io each jury — 1080 0 0 
Expence of calling 56 juries in Scotland yearly, 
and of ingroſſing their minutes of procedure, 
and making their reports, at L. 10 each jury 560 © © 


Expence of the weekly returns from 1 8 : 
market-towns in England, and 3 
Scotland, in all , at L. 5 yearly each 
: Total I. = 


The above being the probable amount of the expences at- 
tending the eſtabliſhment of the propoſed Court of Conſerva- 
tion, we ſhall proceed to ſtate the probable means by which 
theſe expences may be defrayed. 


For the forty-four years, from the 1741 to 1784 incluſive, 
there have been, upon an average, imported and exported 
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yearly, to and from Great Britain, 737,097 quarters of grain, 


of which more than one third has been wheat, or wheat flour, 
or malt made from wheat, and the remainder of other grain. 


It may be preſumed, that the amount of importation and 


exportation together, will rather exceed than fall ſhort of this 


quantity in future, as e have ſeen, that for many years, 
when the exportation trade was entirely in the poſſeſſion of 
Great Britain, the quantity yearly exported, upon an average, 
amounted ro 848,660 quarters. 

Taking, therefore, the average of the importation and ex- 
portation, as above, and fixing an executive premium of on- 
ly 2d. upon the quarter of all wheat, wheat flour, or malt 


made of wheat, imported and exported ; and 12d. upon the 


quarter of every other kind of grain: this premium, upon 
245,899 quarters of wheat, &c. at 2d. per quarter, 


will amount to - L. 2049 3 2 
And upon 
491,798 quarters of other grain, at 14d. per | 
quarter - - 3073 14. 9 
737,697 | In al I. 5,122 I7 11 


Having, for many years, beſtowed great attention upon the 
ſubject which gave riſe to this Work; and, feeling it the duty 
of every member of the community, to ſuggeſt ſuch ideas as 
may in any way contribute to the public good; we have, with 
the utmoſt deference, ſtated the meaſures that have occurred 
to us, by which the Agriculture of Great Britain may be pro- 


Concluſion, 


P * 9 WIT 
. * o : v. 
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9 


moted, with the moſt certain proſpe& of ſucceſs ; and by 
which, the export trade in corn may, in a reaſonable time, be 
revived in this country: a branch of commerce, the extenſion 
of which is the ſureſt index of national proſperity, and of an 


encreaſing population, ſuch as adds n to the Rrength 


and power of the ſlate *. yay tw 4 


| It were to be wiſhed, that the community at large would 
view Agriculture, as the firſt object of national importance; 


becauſe, unleſs it proſper, all other purſuits are viſionary: 


Yet, ſuch is the fluctuation in the minds of men, that ſome- 
times it has been treated as of the firſt conſequence to the 
ſtate, and, at other times, caſt off as unworthy of conſider- 


ation. 


Perhaps the time may be yet to come, when, amidſt the mul- 
tiplicity of other ſuitors, Agriculture ſhall be enabled to preſs 

* So great is the difference between the population produced by the extenſion 
of Agriculture, and that ariſing from a premature encouragement of Manufac. 
tures and Commerce, chat it is remarked by Mr Arthur Young, in his Tour 
through France, that ſuch was the wretched ſtate of the lower claſſes of the people, 
in that country, in conſequence of the deprefled ſtate of Agriculture, and the 
ſcarcity of proviſions, that the nation would at that time, in 1789, have been in a 
far more flouriſhing ſtate with four or five millions leſs of inhabitants. See vol. 
1. chap. 17. page 469, on Population, and chap. 20. page 510, on Manufactures. 


In the whole of this able Work, particularly in theſe two chapters, the impor. 


tant deduQtions, drawn from facts of great magnitude, ſhew, in the cleareſt and 


moſt convincing manner, the preference due to Agriculture in every country. 
: | N Edit. 
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through the crowd, and claim the attention of the Public. CHAP. v. 
To become its patrons would do honour to the higheſt charac - 
ters in the ſtate; and, in any eſſential effort made for its ad- 
vancement, we might look up with confidence to the protec- 

tion of our Sovereign, the beneficent promoter of whatever 

can tend to increaſe the happineſs of his people, and the pro- 

ſperity of his kingdom. | 


THE END. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


DELTIED: 4: 


| | From Mr' Mackie, Farmer in Ormiſton, to the Editor, containing 
a Review of the Corn Laws, and an Account of the Corn Trade, 
from the periods to which they are brought down in the preceding 


Inquiry to the year 1793; with farther Suggeſtions for the Im- 
provement of the Corn Laws. 


Ormiston, in East Lothian, 


loth December 1795. 
DEAR SiR, 


N conſequence of your deſire, I have peruſed, with atten- 


tion, your late Father's Inquiry into the Corn Laws of this 


country, and agree with him in opinion, that a judicious ſyſ- 


tem of regulation, reſtricting the free 1mportation of foreign 
corn, and affording a bounty on the exportation of our own 
produce, when low priced in the home market, is abſolutely 
neceſſary for preſerving the agriculture, proſperity, and in- 
dependence of Great Britain ; and for ſecuring that decided 
ſuperiority of internal reſource, which at preſent ſhe ſo hap- 
pily enjoys, even in times of neceſſity, over the ſurrounding 
nations. 


= 


Previouſly to aſſigning my reaſons in ſupport of the prin- 


ciples laid down in the Omg Inquiry, it may be neceſſary 
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to remark, that they ſtand in oppoſition to the theory of one 
of the firſt political writers in this or any country, (Dr Adam 
Smith on the Wealth of Nations) who aſſerts, that the re- 
ſtraining laws are hurtful, and that a free importation and 
exportation of Corn would at all times be beneficial to the 
ſtate. I {ſhall therefore, firſt, take a view of your Father's 
fentiments, contraſted with thoſe of Doctor Smith, on the 
Corn Laws ; and afterwards, by way of Supplement, bring 
down. his account of the Import and Export trade in Corn 


to the preſent time; giving, at the ſame time, a ſhort ac- 


count of the particular ſtatutes which have been enacted by 


the Legiſlature of this country, for regulating this eſſential 


branch of national policy, fince he finiſhed his Treatiſe on 
that ſubject. 

The intention of your late Father's Work is to eſtabliſh 
this principle—That a judicious ſyſtem of laws, prohibiting 
the importation of foreign corn, except in caſes of-abſolute 
neceſſity, and giving a bounty on the exportation of our own 
produce, when low-priced in the home, market, gives a- per- 
manent impulſe to the exertions of the huſbandman, ſo as re- 
gularly to promote agriculture, and. afford uniformly a more 
plentiful ſupply of grain in the home market, and at more 
moderate prices; than if no ſuch laws were in force ; by which 
means the neceſſaries of life being more eaſily procured, po- 
pulation and active induſtry are greatly promoted, on which 


the power of a ſtate chiefly depends. 


| In ſapport of this opinion, he brings forward the well au- 
#henticated fact, that ſinee the 1070, when the national policy 
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of prohibiting the importation of foreign corn aſſumed a 
more ſettled form, and particularly ſince 1688, when the 
bounty on our own produce was eſtabliſhed by a permanent 


law, for 'near a century after theſe periods, the average prices 


of corn, in the home market, were not only conſiderably 
cheaper than in the one immediately preceding, but alſo an 
immenſe ſum was brought into the country, for the ſurplus 
quantity of corn exported, after liberally ſupplying the inha- 
bitants. | | 


The author of the Inquiry into the Nature and Cauſes of 
the Wealth of Nations, admits that the average prices of grain 
were higher in the laſt than in the early part of this century, 
after the bounty took effect; but he denies that it proceeded 
from this cauſe. © The bounty (he ſays) was granted for the 
* expreſs purpoſe of raiſing the price of corn in the home 


market; and he attributes the fall which afterwards tock 


place, to the demand for money, now neceſſary for repre- 
ſenting the accumulating capitals, ariſing from the increaſing 
induſtry of the different European ſtates, in almoſt every 
country, even where no bounties were eſtabliſhed, particularly 
in France, where, ſo far from any bounties being allowed, 
corn of all kinds was then totally reſtricted from being ſent 
cout of the kingdom, to find a foreign market, exportation 
being rigorouſly reſtricted by the laws of that deſpotic govern- 
ment. - Allowing, however, that the fall in the price of corn 
proceeded from the cauſe which Dr Smith has here aſſigned, 


I ſhall afterwards endeavour to ſhow the danger that would 


| reſult to Great Britain, in her preſent ſituation, from relaxing 
$2 
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the force of thoſe ſalutary Las that have hitherto ſupported 


the agriculture of this country; but which, from the accu- 


mulating burdens that now repreſs the induſtry of the farmer, 


will in future, it may be feared, be unable to keep pace with the 
growing conſumption ariſing from the increaſing population, 
the opulence, and luxury of the inhabitants; unleſs the wiſdom 


of the legiſlature remove thoſe obſtructions which prevent the 
improvement of the waſte lands, and the adoption of a more 
perfect mode of cultivation on the fields already under the 


management of the huſbandman. 


%. — 


| 


The inhabitants 4 chis country may be divided into two 
claſſes, known by the appellation of the landed and mercan- 


tile intereſt, viz. thoſe who draw their immediate ſupport 
from the produce of the ſoil, and the manufacturers and mer- 


chants, who are conſumers of the produce. Although the 


welfare of theſe two claſſes depends, in a great meaſure, 
| on each other's proſperity, yet, at firſt ſight, their, intereſt ap- 


pears diametrically oppoſite. The manufacturers, and thoſe 
who live in towns, being daily ſupplied from the country, 
with proviſions for themſelves. and thoſe employed in their 


manufactures, are greatly alarmed at the ſmalleſt advance in 


the price; being regularly informed from the newſpapers, 


and other vague authorities, of the moſt abundant crops, 
which they pretend every year cover. the face of the coun- 
try. If, notwithſtanding this regular prediction, a bad crop 


enſues, and the prices of corn get uꝑ in conſequence of a real 
ſcarcity, it is attributed only to a manœuvre of the farmers, 


and corn dealers; they are liberally branded with the epithets 
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of foreſtallers and regraters, and loud complaints are raiſed, 
that by keeping up the corn from market, the high price of 
proviſions will put a ſtop to manufaQtures, and involve the 
country in ruin. Open the ports, is the general cry; allow us 
to bring in corn from the Baltic, where we can purchaſe it 
for half the money it coſts us at home, and then our drooping 
manufactures will revive, and our country reaſſume its wont- 


ed proſperity. To ſuch language, the government of this 


country has always lent a willing ear, when ſtrengthened 
with the united importunities of the manufacturing and mer- 
cantile intereſt ; men whoſe. ſole occupation, is to ſeize every 
favourable opportunity to 1mprove their fortunes; and who, 
living in towns, know the force of combination, and of acting 
in concert. Whilſt, on the other hand, gentlemen of landed 
property, whoſe revenue, ariſing from the productions of 
the earth, without any particular efforts of. their own, can- 
not- perceive with the fame acuteneſs, when their general in- 
tereſt is attacked, nor be brought to act with unanimity and ſpi- 
rit in warding off che blow. Let me add, alſo, that this apathy 
or indolence of the landed intereſt, on every ſubject reſpecting 


agriculture which is brought before the legiſlature, has of late 


become more conſpicuous, ſince rents were wholly paid in mo- 
ney, which prevents them from feeling the immediate bad ef- 


fects of thoſe regulations on the agriculture of this country, 


which proceed from the repeated complaints of the mercan- 
tile intereſt. Accordingly we find government, on many 
occaſions, interfering in favour of that intereſt, and abrogat- 
ing the laws reſpecting the export and import of corn; but it 


was not till the year 1773, that a new law was framed, repeal- - 
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ing a number of ancient ſtatutes, made at and prior to che- 
volution, and putting the corn trade under an entire new code 
of ann 


W review the growing proſperity of Great Britain, in 
the period above mentioned, and the immenſe wealth and capi- 
tal acquired by this country in 1773, when compared with that 
in 1688, and the conſequent fall in the value of money, we 
ſhould imagine, that if any alteration in the Corn Laws had 
been neceſſary, it would have been to raiſe the rates at which 
foreign corn was allowed to be imported, in order to protect 
the agriculture of Great Britam, by removing every impedi- 
ment which might obſtruct the value of home produce from 
keeping pace with the advance in the price of labour, and of 
every manufactured commodity. But there was no occafion 
for ſuch an alteration ; the ancient laws had been framed with 
ſufficient wiſdom to protect and cheriſh agriculrare, for a 
great length of time, (one error excepted, which I ſhall after- 
wards take notice of) and. they would have continued to 
have done ſo, if they had not been altered by the new code, 
framed for the evident purpoſe of lowering the price of corn 
in the home market, thereby ſinking the revenue of the land- 


ed Re and ert the e the n 


Alchough it was the expreſs intention of the original inſti- 


gators of this law (1773) to reduce the prices of corn in the 


home market, to a par with what they had been at, in the 
period of forty years immediately preceding; it, however, 
produced no ſuch effect. The large addition to the national 


— 
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capital now in circulation, ariſing from the increaſe of the 
public debt, from the revenue and internal trade of India, 


and the rapid advances which the country had made in ma- 


nufactures and commerce, ſince the peace of 1763, counter- 
rated the intended effect of the law. It, nevertheleſs, re- 
preſſed agriculture, by encouraging the importation of foreign 
corn, and ſunk the profit on the ſtock employed in the culti- 


vation of the ſoil, below that which was embarked, during 


the fame period, in trade and manufactures ; thereby prevent- 
ing the additional capital neceſſary for producing a return, to 


ſupply the growing conſumption of the country, from being 


inveſted in agriculture, and even endangering the drawing 
out of part of that already engaged in this moſt productive 
branch of human induſtry. The impolicy of ſuch a ſyſtem is 


evident; and accordingly it is to this law that your Father aſ- 
cribes the loſs of the export trade of corn to Great Britain. I, 


however, do not go this length; I admit its evil tendency, 
bur am of opinion, it was only one of the cauſes that have 


produced this effect ;. the others, I ſhall endeavour afterwards. 


to explain. Previouſly to the paſting of this act, the export 


trade of grain was rapidly dechning, and verging towards 


that period, when the balance began to appear on the 
other ſide of the account, and to ſtand againſt this country. 


We muſt not therefore be ſurprized, after the legiſlature 


had thus given way to the ſolicitations of the mercan- 


tile intereſt, . in lowering the import rates of foreign corn, to 


find, that a regular ſyſtem of importatiom was immediately 
formed by the corn merchants, under the ſanction of this eſ- 
tabliſhed law, which could not before be carried into execu- 
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tion, the bringing i in of foreign corn wake almoſt prohibited, 
on. account of the high importation rates and duties then in 
force, and being only Wer by the authority of partial and 


telpporary: ſtatutes. | e 93:0 | | 


1 muſt here obſerve, that in years of plenty, the farmer 
is in general beſt paid for his corn; the low price, which 


follows from the abundance of the crop, naturally occaſions 


want of attention, and conſequently prodigality and waſte in 
the conſumers; and the increaſed conſumption, ariſing from 
this cauſe, has the effect to raiſe its money price above its real 
value. On the other hand, when the price gets high in con- 
{ſequence of a deficient crop, every purchaſer becomes of ne- 
ceſſity an œconomiſt, the conſumer is ſtinted to a bare ſuffi- 
ciency, and the diminiſhed conſumption, of courſe, ſinks 
the price below its real value, that is, its prime coſt, or ex- 
pence beſtowed in rearing and bringing it to market“. In 
this ſituation, how diſtreſſing muſt it be to the huſbandmen 


of Great Britain, to have the prices of grain ſtill lowered by 


the importation of foreign corn; which, when once brought 
into the country, being lodged in the warehouſes of opulent 


* 


I know the contrary is alledged, viz. That a certain deficiency in the crop pro- 
duces an advance in price in favour of the farmer. I cannot, however, admit the 
fact; in the natural courſe of things, the price of every commodity is regulated by the 


demand and quantity at market. We muſt, however, except any interference of go- 


vernment, which impedes the regular courſe of circulation, whereby an alarm is ex- 
cited in a country; witneſs the maximum and paper money in France, and the effect 
of the laws and regulations, propoſed by the legiſlature of this country, for lower- 
ing the price of corn. | | 
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merchants, in the populous towns, where the grain is chiefly | 
conſumed, they are therefore always at hand to puſh a lale, | 


and ſupply every demand, in which they are aided by bank 
accounts, and diſcount of bills, to give -long credits to pur- 
chaſers. From theſe cauſes, the corn merchants have a de- 
cided ſuperiority in the market over the farmers, and they ac- 


tually diſpoſe of their foreign corn from 10 to 15 per cent. 


dearer, than the farmer can procure for grain of the ſame qua- 
lity, and the produce of our own ſoil. 


I have obſerved above, that the act of 1773, by lowering 
ſo conſiderably the import rates and duties on the introduction 
of foreign corn, gave riſe to an eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of impor- 
tation, and opened the door to ſpeculation, of which the corn. 
merchants withed at all times to keep the key, 1. e.—The 
prices of corn in the foreign markets being generally much 
lower than in Britain, they were therefore always ready, 
by artifice, to open the ports, before the price of Britiſh 
corn in the home market, roſe to the rate at which 
the law allowed the importation of foreign grain : It was 
therefore found neceſſary, from time to time, to paſs acts for 
counteracting theſe inſidious deſigns, in order to render the 
general law more effectual. Of theſe particular ſtatutes, the 


following were enacted, after your Father finiſhed his Treatiſe 
on the corn laws : 


= 


15 the act, 21 Geo. 3. cha. 50, ſo much of the acts of 1ſt 
Jas. 2.; 5. Geo. 2.; 6 Geo. 3.; and 14 of Geo. 3. as reſpects the 
determining the Prices of middling Engliſh wheat and other 

a 
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grain, in the port of London, and counties of Kent and Eſ- 
ex, are repealed; and in lieu thereof, by this act, an inſpec- 
tor is appointed, to aſcertain the weekly average prices, made 
out from the actual ſales in the port of London, which are to 


regulate exportation, and the bounties paid thereon. An aver- 


age price is alſo directed to be made up from three months 


weekly returns, on the firſt day of the ſeſſions in London, 


held in January, April, July, and September, to regulate im- 
portation, and the duty paid thereon, for three months, in the 
port of London, and counties above mentioned. 


The Corn Law was ſuſpended, importation at low duties was 
allowed, and exportation prohibited, till 25th Auguſt 1783, in. 
England, and 25th September in Scotland“. | 


The act 29 Geo. 3. Chap. 58. improved and extended the act 


21 Geo. 3. chap. 0. Every corn factor in London and ſu- 
burbs, was obliged to give in weekly returns of his ſales tothe 


inſpectors. Importation was allowed into London, Kent, and 
Eſſex, when the prices of middling Britiſh grain roſe to the 
rates preſeribed in act 1773, as taken by the fix laſt weekly re- 
turns in the port of London, immediately preceding the quar- 


terly ſeſſions, oats excepted, which continued to be regulated 


by twelve weekly returns, as farmerly. The act was extended 
to the maritime counties of England, which are divided into 


eleven diſtricts. Inſpectors of corn returns are to be appointed 


by the juſtices of the peace in each county, to make weekly 
returns of the prices of corn, from not more than twelve, nor 


23 Geo. 3. chap. 1. 23 Geo. 3. chap. 53. 23 Geo. 3. chap, 8. 
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fewer than eight market towns in each county; the average prices 
ariſing from the weekly returns, are to be ſent to the collectors 
of the ports in the diſtrict for regulating exportation; and the 
average prices for the whole diſtrict, made up from the fix 
weekly returns, immediately preceding the rt day of February, 
May, Auguſt, and November, are to regulate the importation of 
foreign corn, and duties paid thereon. 


30 Geo. 3. chap. 1. is an act of indemnity, for abrogating 
the Corn Laws, in purſuance of orders from the Privy Council, 
dated 11th and 18th November, 23d December 1786, 2d and 
8th January 1790. By this act, the above orders are con- 


firmed, and the Corn Laws ſuſpended ; no kind of Britiſh 


grain being allowed to be exported, except the particular 
quantities ſpecified for the uſe of the ſugar colonies; and all 
ſorts of foreign grain freely allowed to be brought into every 
port in Great Britain at the low duties; the act to continue 
in full force till 29th September 1790. 


30 Geo. 3. chap. 43. The execution of the corn laws further 
ſuſpended, till 28th February 1791 ; but full powers given to 
the Privy Council, tv permic the exportation of all ſorts of 
Britiſh grain, or ſtop the importation of foreign grain, when- 
ever the Privy Council judged it neceſlary. 

31 Geo. 3. chap. 4. The above two acts amended, and by 
a clauſe in the general Corn Law, which paſſed this ſeſſion, 


. they are continued in force till its commencement on the 15th 
November 1 791. 
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It will be obſerved, that none of theſe acts for rendering 
the law of 1773 more effectual were extended to Scotland; the 
conſequence of this was, that owing to the average prices not 


being aſcertained by the actual fales, whenever the ports 


yon. 


were opened for the importation of foreign grain into Scot- 


land, it always took place, when the current price of our pro- 


duce was conſiderably below the reduced rates, at which even 


the law of 1773 allowed the bringing in of foreign grain, viz, 
wheat at 48s. the Wincheſter quarter, &c. And, on the other 


hand, when the ſurplus quantity of grain was ſo abundant, as 


to admit of exportation, the ports in Scotland were always 


ſhut, before the price of home produce got up to the limit at 
which exportation ends; both caſes militating againſt the Agri- 


culture of this country. 


I I ſhall now proceed to give an account of the new. general 


Corn Law, viz. 31 Geo. 3. ch. 30. which commenced on the 


15th November 1791. Itrepeals 1 Jas 2. ch. 19; 1 Gul. and M. 
ch. 12 5 Geo. 2. ch. 12; 10 Geo. 3. ch. 39; 13 Geo. 3. ch. 43; 
21 Geo. 3. ch. 50; 29 Geo. 3. ch. 58; and ſo much of the 


15.Cha. 2. ch. 7th as prohibits the buying of corn to fell again, 
and laying it up in granaries,. when above certain prices. 


As you have already had occaſion to give a Table ſhewing the 
prices, bounties, and duties, by which the Corn trade is regu- 


lated, under this act, I-ſhall refer to ĩt, and proceed to give 


an account of the. general regulations, contained in the act. 
| 3 | 


** Vide p. 149. 
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The maritime counties of England are divided into 12 diſ- 
ris, and Scotland into 4 diſtricts, in all 16 diſtricts. The prices 
of grain at the Corn exchange in London, are made to regulate 
export and import in the firſt diſtrict, containing the portof Lon- 
don, and the counties of Kent, Eſſex, and Suſſex. In the other 
diſtricts, the act mentions the particular market towns, at which 
the prices and quantities of grain actually ſold are collected. 
All dealers in grain are to give in, upon oath, weekly ac- 
counts of their actual ſales made during the week, to an officer 
called the inſpector of returns; who, from theſe returns, 
makes out an account of the general weekly average price of 


the whole diſtrict, and tranſmits the ſame to the collectors of 


the cuſtoms at the different ports within the diſtrict; which 
regulates the bounties to be paid on exportation. 


Four times in the year, viz. within ſeven days after the 15th 


of February, 1 5th May, 15th Auguſt; and 15th November, the 


receivers of corn returns, in each diſtrict, make up the average 


Prices of corn within the ſame, taken from the laſt ſix weekly 
returns ; (excepting that of oats which is made up from twelve 
weekly return) this quarterly average is tranſinitted to the 
collectors of the cuſtoms at the different ports within the diſ- 
trict, at the periods above mentioned, which regulates importa- 


tion, and the duties payable thereon, for the enſuing quarter. 


= 


In Scotland; the average prices of grain are not aſcertained 
by the actual ſales. Once in the month, the theritfs of the dif- 


ferent counties convene juries to determine the average price 


at which it is generally ſelling; but.the witneſſes examined, 
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produce no account of their actual purchaſes, or ſales; they 
only depone, to what they believe from their own experience, 
and the opinion of others, to be the current prices; and there 
is great reaſon to think, that either from careleſsneſs or de- 


ſign, this is often done in an erroneous manner“. The ſheriffs 


of the different counties in Scotiand make up monthly ac- 
counts of the'average prices of grain within each county, (af- 
certained in the inaccurate manner above mentioned) which 
they ſend up to the receiver of corn returns in the port of Lon- 
don; from theſe, the receiver makes up an average account for 
each diſtrict, and tranſmits it to the collectors of the ports within 


the ſame, which regulate the bounties upon exportation ; and, 


at the quarterly terms above.mentioned, he makes up average 
Prices, from the two laſt monthly returns ; which regulate the 
duties upon 1mportation for the enſuing quarter. 


Foreign corn may be imported and landed at any time, 
without payment of duties, provided it is warehouſed under 
certain regulations ; but it cannot be taken out of the ware- 
houſe for home conſumprion, before firſt paying the low du- 
ties, and any other duty payable at the time, in the diſtri in 
which it is intended to be conſumed ; nor corn of any kind, 
either foreign or of home produce, can be carried coaſtways, 


* Upon enquiring at a conſiderable corn dealer, who is frequently adduced as a 
witneſs, he acknowledged that the corn dealers gave themſelves very little trouble 
about the matter ; and added, that the laſt time he was examined, he and other dealers 
whom he menti8ned. made up their minds, by copying off the prices from the newſ- 


papers immediately before going into Court. Let me add, that theſe prices are not 


inſerted in the ne wipapers by any authority. 


ON THE CORN LAWS. 191 


from the port of any diſtrict, when exportation is not allowed 
at the time of ſhipping to the ports in REY — where ex- 
portation is allowed. 


When hs general average of the whole kingdom, exceeds 


the rates of import at the low duties“, in that caſe, the parlia- 


ment not being fitting, his Majeſty, with the conſent. of the 
Privy Council, can ſuſpend the execution of the corn law, ſo far 
as to prohibit all exportation, and allow importation at the low 
duties, which permiſſion muſt continue in force for three 


months; but the power does not extend to the prohibiting the 


exportation of foreign grain formerly warehouſed. 


The above contains a ſhort abſtract of the general regula- 


tions of the Corn law of 1791. The following laws have been 


enacted for further regulating the trade in corn: 


33 Geo. 3. ch. 3. Act of indemnity for ſtopping the execu- 


tion of the general Corn Law, by an order of Council dated ꝗth 


November 1792, prohibiting the exportation of home produce, 
and granting liberty to import foreign corn, until iſt March 


179 3; and further ſuſpending the ſaid law, by granting power 
to his Majeſty and Council, at any time during the ſittiug of 


parliamenr, to allow importation and prohibit exportation. 


* 


33 Geo. 3. ch. 65. General Corn Law of 1791 altered, by 
repealing the clauſes for aſcertaining the. average prices of. 


* Vide, p. 149. 
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LETT. 1. grain in England, and adopting others of the ſame tendency, 
— 


with certain variations in their place. Further altered, by 
granting liberty to his Majeſty and Council, when parliament 
is not ſitting, to allow the importation of grain, and prohibit 
the exportation of home produce, when the general average of 
the whole kingdom exceeds the prices at which grain can 
be imported at the low duties from Ireland, and the colonies 
of North America, viz. wheat 48s. rye 328. barley 24s. oats 
16s, Further altered, when oat-meal is under 138. per boll, 
exportation to be allowed, with a bounty of 18. 64; When a- 
bove 148. IF boll, exportation to foreign countries prohibited. 


795. 1 Geo. 3. ch. 4. 1 3th February 1795. Suſpends the eine? 
| Corn Law of 1791, by empowering his Majeſty, with conſent 
of the Privy Council, to prohibit exportation, and allow the 
importation of all kinds of foreign grain, without payment of 


any duties whatever. The act to continue in force till fix 
weeks after the next meeting of parhament. 


Having thus gone through the whole of the laws relating to 

1 | corn which appear on the ſtatute book, up to the preſent meeting 
| of parliament, I muſt obſerve, that the leading features of the 

act 1791, bear a ſtriking reſemblance to the amendments on the 

Corn Laws propoſed by your Father in his Treatiſe, inſomuch, 

that it would appear his ſentiments, on this important ſubject, 

had been communicated to the framers of the bill“. The plan 


* The Author of the preceding Inquiry correſponded with ſeveral Members of 
Parliament, and with other perſons converſant in this ſubject, for ſome time before 


= his death; and it is very poſſible that ſome of his ſuggeſtions may have been n 
q deſerving of notice. Edi. 


ON THE CORN LAWS. 193 


of ſending up the average prices of corn in Scotland to London, 
before the ports in this country can be opened or ſhut, is cer- 
tainly an idea of his; if not that of dividing the whole kingdom 
into large diſtricts, which in a great meaſure prevents the miſ- 
takes in ſhutting and opening the ports in the difterent coun- 
ties for the importation of foreign grain, when there was no 
abſolute neceſlity for it, and thereby allows the produce of the 
contiguous countics, united in the diſtrict, to find a more ge- 
neral and certain demand. It is ſomewhat ſurpriſing, that 
none of theſe ſalutary regulations, for aſcertaining the average 
price of corn, from accounts of the actual ſales, were ever ex- 
tended to Scotland. Mr Chalmers in his excellent eſtimate of 
the ſtrength of Great Britain, ſays, had theſe laws produced 
© no other benefit to the country, than eſtabliſhing an effectual 
© mode for aſcertaining the average price of corn, and there- 
by preventing cauſeleſs alarm, they had merited the praiſe of 
© moſt uſeful regulations.“ It is true, Scotland is alſo divided 
into diſtricts, but in no part of this country, is there a clerk to 
the market, or any officer appointed to aſcertain the prices of 
corn, by an average of the actual ſales. By the act of 1791, 
the ſheriffs of the different counties, once a month, appoint 
a jury, who examine dealers in corn as to the current prices ; 
but theſe dealers, as mentioned before, do not produce, or 
depone to the quantity and prices of the reſpective purchaſes, 
from which alone, a juſt average can be fortned ; they only 
ſwear to what they judge to be the current prices of corn with- 
in the county, The intereſt of the corn dealers leads them to 
make the prices of corn appear as high as poſſible, firſt by con- 
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LETT. I. cealing che profits on their ſales, which every perſon wiſhes to 
xeep, or be ſecret; and ſecondly, with a view to bring up the 


prices to the rates at which exportation ceaſes, or importation be- 
gins, thereby to check the briſk demand for corn from the far- 
mer, and occaſion dull ſales, on which the profits of the corndeal- 
ers trade very much depend. Let me add to this, that in many 
counties of Scotland, there are no public markets for corn e- 
ſtabliſhed. In the county of Mid-Lothian, and city of Edin- 
8 burgh, the metropolis of the kingdom, in particular, there is 
no public market for either wheat or barley, nor officer appoint- 
ed to form a fair average from the account of actual ſales. It 
is partly owing to theſe cauſes, that in the city of Edinburgh, 
where the grinding of wheat is performed at from 18. to 18. 8d. 
per quarter, where fuel is cheap, and the price of labour in ba- 
king is moderate, the price of bread to the inhabitants, is often 
conſiderably dearer than in London, where the grinding of 
wheat coſts from 48. to 6s. per quarter, where the prices of 
fuel and labour, and the public burdens, are conſiderably 
higher than in Scotland. Ir therefore appears, that in Scot- 
land, unleſs this important branch of the corn law is exe- 
cuted in the ſame manner as in England, particularly in the 
city of London, and the average prices of grain fairly calculated 
from the price of actual ſales, the average prices will always 
be returned higher than they ought to be; of courſe the public 
will be impoſed upon, in fixing the aſſize and price of bread, 
and the ports will always be ſhut againſt the exportation of 
home produce, and opened for the importation of foreign grain, 
before the average prices of Britiſh corn, in the home market, 
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get up to the rates preſcribed by the ſtatute, as happened under 


the law of 1773. The evidence produced of the current prices 
of corn in Scotland is now equally defective as under that 
law, when many errors were committed ; for what greater ac- 
euracy can accrue from the average prices being fixed by a jury 
in place of the ſheriff, when the evidence of the facts, on which 


they found their verdict, is equally defective. 


It appears, by the ancient laws and practice, both of Eng-- 
land and Scotland, that the Crown could ſuſpend the execu- 


tion of the Corn laws, without the conſent of parliament, a 
privilege which it frequently exerciſed. This was a dange- 


rous power, as it rendered the laws in ſome degree nugatory, 
and counteracted their good effects. In every free country, 
agriculture, an object certainly of the greateſt national conſe- 


quence, ought at all times to be under the ſacred protection 


of ſtanding laws; for if theſe are to be ſet aſide occaſionally, 


it may be feared that the cultivators of the ſoil will not 
have ſufficient protection for encouraging their induſtry. In 


ancient times, the relative ſituation of Britain, as to agricul- 
ture, commerce, wealth, and population, was nearly upon 
a par with the other countries in Europe, and the expence of 


raiſing corn would be nearly equal every where; the Britiſh 
huſbandmen of courſe could not be underſold in the home 


market, and foreign corn would only be imported in caſes of 


abſolute neceſſity. At preſent, when the expence of cultiva- 


tion is ſo much increaſed in Britain; when a nation of mer- 
chants, (if I may uſe the expreſſion,) with overflowing capi- - 
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tals, are always on the watch to open the ports and ſpeculate 
in bringing in foreign grain, importation ought never to be 


allowed, but with the greateſt caution, nor exportation prohi- 
bited, contrary to the eſtablithed laws, unleſs in caſes of ab- 


ſolute neceſſity, ſuch as would be ſanctioned by all the branch- 


es of the legiſlature, If the executive power judge it expedi- 
ent, at any time to act otherwiſe, let the miniſters ſtand account- 

able to their country; and if it is found that they have 

acted wiſely, they will be acquited by an act of indemnity. 


By the law of 1773, all power was taken from the Crown, 


of abrogating the Corn laws; but that of 1791 gives liberty, 


to his Majeſty, with the advice of the Privy Council, when 
parliament is not ſitting, to ſuſpend the execution of the law, 
by ſtoping exportation, whenever the general average price 
of the whole kingdom exceeds the rate at which grain is al- 


lowed to be carried to a foreign market; although, in any 


particular diſtri, the price is ſo low as to admit of it - A 
power which as already mentioned is further extended by 
the 33 Geo. 3. When the Privy Council prohibits the exporta- 
tion of home produce, or allows the bringing in of foreign 


corn, in the particular inſtances above mentioned, or in any 
other, which would require an act of indemnity, the witneſſes 


they ſummon before them, on the ſpur of the occaſion, are ge- 
nerally merchants or meal men, members of the mercan ile 
intereſt, who are ever anxious for importation on the pretext 


of lowering the price of corn; an expedient on which they are 


always ready loudly to aſſert, that the welfare of the ſtate 
depends. As a balance to the influence of this claſs, your Father 
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propoſes in his Treatiſe, that a court of conſervation ſhall be 
formed, compoſed of the chief Judges of England and Scotland, 
who, when it appears neceſſary to them, ſhould recommend 
to his Majeſty, to ſuſpend the Corn laws, or apply to the legiſ- 
lature for alterations or amendments. Some inſtitution of 
this kind ſeems abſolutely neceſſary, to watch over the agricul- 
ture of this country, and combine the landed intereſt in its 
{upport ; and the Board of Agriculture, lately eſtabliſhed, appears 
of all others the beſt ſuited to accompliſh this end, becauſe of 
its poſſeſſing ample information on every branch of agriculture, 
from an extended coreſpondence throughout the whole king- 
dom. Every diviation from the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of Corn 
laws might either originate with this Board, or be ſubmitted 
to their conſideration, before the Privy Council gave orders 
for putting it in execution, 


The barriers, which the wiſdom of our anceſtors had ſo 


judiciouſly erected to prevent the importation of foreign grain, 


being thus broke through, by repealing the ancient laws, and 
lowering the import rates, an alteration in the Corn laws, 
which was firſt eſtabliſhed by the ſtatute of 1773, has certainly 


been the principal cauſe of Great Britain not being able to ſup- 


ply herſelf with corn of the growth of her own ſoil. In 
proportion as the country advanced in proſperity, the ſur- 
plus quantity, after ſupplying the inhabitants, which uſed 
formerly to be exported, was gradually abſorbed by the increaſ- 
ing population and luxury of the nation; and the law in queſ- 
tion, amongſt other cauſes, giving a check to the further ex- 
tenſion of agriculture, neceſſary to counterbalance the addi- 
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tional conſumption, the tide at laſt turned againſt the country, 
and a regular wflux of foreign grain became expedieut to 1 
ply the growing wants of the inhabitants. 


After the Wau 1784, ha period to which your Father has 
brought down an account of the Corn trade, Great Britain has 
exported, and imported, from foreign countries, in nine years 
from 1785 to 1793 incluſive, the following quantities of grain, 
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- LETT.I. I have noticed before, that the greateſt miſtake which govern- 
—— ment appears to have committed, in paſſing the act 1773, was in 
attempting, by lowering the import rates of foreign grain, to 
ſink unduly low the money price of corn, which had only ad- 
vanced with the price of labour, and with the growing wealth 
and proſperity of the country; and which cannot be reduced by 
any act of the legiſlature, without ſhackling the induſtry of the 
huſbandman, and diminiſhing the annual produce of the ſoil. 
Your Father has juſtly cenſured this policy, as a deviation 
from the wiſdom of our anceſtors ; and he recommends the 
returning to the ancient rates eſtabliſhed in 1670 and 1688, 
for regulating exportation and importation, as the means of 
encouraging agriculture, ſecuring abundance in the home 
market, and recovering to the country the advantage of a fa- 
vourable balance, on the export and import of corn. Agree- 
y ably to this idea, indeed, the kt: ms in 1791, has ſome- 
| | what heightened the importation fates, and ſo far diſcouraged 
f the bringing in of foreign corn. This ſtatute, however, is 
ſtill far from being perfect: A material error had found its 
way into the formation of the Corn Laws, at their inſtitution 
in 1670, which has never yet been rectified: It is obvious, 
that the rates, which regulate the exportation and importa- 
tion of the different ſorts of grain, ought to have been rela- 
| tively fixed, in proportion to their real values, the labour and 
expence they coſt the farmer in rearing and bringing them to 
market; and that i in particular, if the import rate of any of 
the grains was fixed under the prime coſt, or its relative value, 
the Britiſh farmer would be obliged to abatfon, in a great 
meaſure, the cultivation of that grain; for the corn merchant 
would, iu conſequence of the low import rate, obtain an al- 
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moſt complete command of the home market, as he could ſup- 
ply it cheaper from foreign countries, than the article could 
be raiſed for in Britain; our farmers would, of courſe, turn 
their {kill and attention to the raiſing crops of the other 


grains, which, being higher rated in the table of importa- 


tion, would e give them a better chance of profit. 


That this, 18 now the. auf in England, with reſpect to 


oats, I ſhall endeavour to prove from the following ſtate- 
ment. It muſt be allowed, that the great accumulation of 


wealth, and the immenſe quantity of money in circulation 
in this country, when compared with what was the caſe in 


any former period, have raiſed the price of labour, and 
augmented, in an aſtoniſhing manner, the rents of land, and 


the expences of cultivation in Britain, whilſt, at the ſame - 


time, theſe have not much advanced in the countries that 
ſupply us with corn. . It is therefore obvious, that the Engliſh 
farmer, muſt now in a particular manner be underſold, when 
he attempts to raiſe and bring to market, any kind of grain, to 

the culture of which, the ſoil and climate of the northern 
countries in Europe are peculiarly adapted ; and he will at laſt 


be obliged to abandon the cultivation of that grain, if the im- 


portation-rate continue ſo low as not to allow the price in the 
home market to get up, ſo as to indemnify him for the expence 


of raiſing it, and leave a ſufficient profit on the capital employ- 


ed; or even if it does not afford him an equal profit with the 
other grain of the moſt general conſumption. That this is 
the caſe at preſent, with the cultivation of oats in England, 
is obvious from the following ſtate of facts: By the ancient 
law, eſtabliſhed in 1670, for regulating the import and export 


of corn, foreign wheat could not be imported at the low Guy, ; 
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till the price got up to L. 4 per quarter; and even then, a duty 
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of 5s. 4d. per quarter was impoſed on importation. Mr King 
who wrote about the ſame period, and who is celebrated by 
Davenant as a good political arithmetician, whoſe calculations, 
he ſays, cannot be controverted, computes the average price of 


Engliſh wheat at 288. and oats at 128. per quarter. By a me- 


dium of the average prices of grain upon record, in the county 


of Edinburgh, for 84 years, from 1628 to 1712, the price of 


wheat, reducing the meaſure to the Engliſh quarter, amounts 
to 28s. 8d. and of oats to 128. 5d. which correſponds with 
ſurpriſing exactneſs with Mr King's calculations. If the im- 


port rate of oats had therefore been originally regulated, in 


proportion to their current values, in 1670 and 1688, when 
the preſent ſyſtem of corn laws was firſt enacted, it ought 
to have been fixed by law in the following proportion: As 
288. the average price of wheat is to 858. 4d. the import rate 
of wheat, including the duty, fo is 128. the average price of 
oats to 36s. 6d. being the relative import rate at which oats 
ought to have been imported, including the duty: whereas 
this law allowed foreign oats to be cages at 178. 4d. in- 
cluding the _c | 


Upon turning up Mr Young's Annals of Agriculture, vol. 18. 
page 431, wherein he gives an account of the agriculture of a 
diſtrict in Eſſex, we find he mentions that the courſe of crops 
there is, turnips, oats, clover, wheat; and that the wheat produces 
25 quarters, and the oats 45 quarters per acre. Upon putting 
the following queſtion to an intelligent farmer in this pariſſi; 
If from fields, which after being ſummer fallowed, manured, 
and fown with wheat, 10 bolls per acre is produced, what 
quantity of oats might have been expected, if they had: been 


- 
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fown with that grain? his anſwer was, 12 bolls per acre. 
This produce, allowing for the difference of the meaſure, is 
nearly in the ſame proportion to the quantities mentioned by 
Mr Young, viz. as 5 is to 9. I ſhall however admit, that in 
any ſituation, where wheat is ſown, double the quantity of 
oats would be produced. 'The real value of oats therefore, being 
the labour and expence incurred by the farmer in raifing and 


bringing them to market, may at the loweſt be eſtimated at one 
half of the value of wheat. 


The rate at which foreign wheat could be imported at the 
low duty by the act of 1773 was 48s. per quarter: and the 


equivalent rate to inſure the farmer an equal chance of pro- 


fit, when he ſows oats, ſhould of courſe have been 24s. per 
quarter ; whereas the law allowed the importation of foreign 
oats when the price in the home market got up to 16s. per 
quarter, a price at which the Engliſh farmer is at preſent by 
no means indemnified for the expence of cultivation: It is 
therefore obvious, that the preſent ſyſtem of Corn laws, from 
their original eſtabliſhment in 1670, has always been defec- 
tive, in allowing the importation of oats at too low a rate, when 
compared with that of the other grains; and that the legiſla- 
ture, when it paſſed the act 1791, in place of amending the 
error, made matters worſe, by increaſing the import rates of 
the other grains, more than they have ddne that of oats, and 
thereby ſinking the relative value and money price of that 
grain. Its price was, in fact, much too low before the law was 
altered, and had occaſioned the Engliſh farmer ſo far to abandon 
the culture of that grain, as to require a large annual importa- 
tion of foreign oats, to ſupply the great number of horſes now 
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uſed in luxury, and in tranſporting the extended manufactures 
of this country. By the law of 1791, the import rate of wheat, 
at the low duty, is now fixed at 548. per quarter. As it has 
been thown, that the real value of oats, is at preſent, to the 
real value of wheat, as 5 is to 9, the import rate of oats in 
proportion to that of wheat ought to have been fixed, by law, 
at 30s. per quarter, in order to give the farmer an equal 
chance of profit, and to encourage him to go on with the cul- 
tivation of this grain; but the law of 1791 allows foreign oats 
to be imported, when the price in the home market gets up 
to 18s. per quarter. The effect of theſe low rates has been, 
that in the ꝙ years from 1785 to 1793, of which I have given 
an account of the corn trade, the average price of. wheat was 


| 458. 9d, while the average price of oats was only 178. 10d; 


whereas, in proportion to the price of wheat, and the expence 
they coſt the farmer, it ought to have been 258. 5d. The price 
of oats being thus reduced, by the low import rate, no leſs 


than 78. yd. per quarter below their relative value, the natu- 


ral conſequence has been, that the cultivation of this grain 
has been neglected, and Great Britain, in the 9 years above 
mentioned, has been obliged to import oats from foreign coun- 


tries to the amazing amount of 5, 362, 92 1 quarters, value 


L. 4,863,599: 64. 


The oats which are imported from abroad, growing chief- 
ly in the northern countries of Europe, are of a very in- 
ferior quality to the growth of Great Britain; but be- 
ing imported into England, and chiefly given to horſes, 
their imperfection is never properly aſcertained. In Scot- 
und, however, where the value of oats is immediately 
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known by the meal they produce, the inferior quality of the 
foreign oats is readily detected, and conſequently none are 
brought into this country, except in caſes of abſolute neceſſity. 
Upon making inquiry into the quality of the oats imported 
from the Baltic, in conſequence of the very defective crop 
in 1782, at a reputable meal maker, he informed me, that 
upon inſpecting his books, he found thoſe oats were about 
228, per cent. worſe in quality, than the oats of the growth of 
the Lothians, and Northumberland, of the ſame defective crop; 
a circumſtance the more deſerving of notice, as the ſea- 
ſon of that year was even more unfavourable in this iſland 
than in the north of Europe. 


* 


It is in vain perhaps to look for our recovering ſoon a fa- 
vourable balance to any conſiderable extent from the exporta- 
tion of corn, till the expences of the huſbandmen, in the dif- 
ferent countries in Europe approach nearer to a par, as was the 
caſe in the early part of this century, unleſs that object be attain- 
ed by an adequate bounty. But Great Britain may, and ought 
undoubtedly to cancel the unfavourable balance paid to fo- 


reigners, and ſupply herſelf with corn, the produce of her own + 


ſoil. This ſupply, however, muſt become deficient, whenever 
foreign corn is allowed to be imported at cheaper rates than it 
can be raiſed at home. From like cauſes, Rome, when miſtreſs 
of the world, by purſuing an impolitic ſyſtem, deſtroyed 
the cultivation of Italy, and was at laſt reduced to tremble for 
her exiſtance, at every blaſt of adverſe wind ; on the other 
hand, check the importation of foreign corn, and the more that 
wealth and luxury abound, ſo much the more will an addi- 
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tional capital be inveſted in agriculture, for carrying on rural 
improvements, to ſapply the increaſing conſumption. Let it 


therefore be the care of the legiſlature, by wiſe laws, to re- 
ſtrain the importation of corn, except in caſes of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity; caſes which then indeed would but ſeldom occur. If 
Great Britain is to continue to ſupport the conſpicuous cha- 
racer ſhe at preſent diſplays in the eyes of Europe, ſhe muſt 
not ſtoop to depend for ſuſtenance upon any nation. It is alſo to 
be conſidered, that Poland, which formerly at all times opened 


'its granaries, to ſupply the deficient crops of every country in 


Europe, cannot now be depended on; its government being 
deſtroyed, and the kingdom diſmembered by aſpiring nations, 


who formerly united in a formidable combination to diſtreſs 
us, when involved in a tedious and expenſive war; and who, 


although ſome of them are at prefent in amity with this 
country, are nevertheleſs jealous of our naval power. Were 
Great Britain to depend on the ports in the Baltick, or on 
America, for a regular ſupply of corn, they might tell us with 
impunity ; you ſhall not have a buſhel, till you alter your 


navigation laws, and allow our ſhips to participate in your 
trade. The decided part, which the different nations of 


Europe took in the conteft with our colonies, clearly proves, 
what we are to expect from them in the time of diſtreſs : if 
Great Britain had ſtood in need of a conſiderable ſupply of 


foreign corn at that period, the muſt have made ponies on the 


moſt humiliating terms. 


It uſed to be the boaſt of the mercantile intereſt, that whilſt 
we preſerved our navy and commerce, corn - would flow in 
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from other countries, at a cheaper rate, than it could be pur- 
chaſed at home; the danger, however, of truſting to this ſup- 
ply, is at preſent obvious; for we are informed from high“ 
authority, that the different countries in Europe are now 
raiſing no more corn than what is barely ſufficient to ſupply 
themſelves. 


Seeing therefore our dependence on foreign nations for corn 
is every day becoming more critical, let us hope that the Bri- 
tiſh legiſlature will, by wiſe laws and judicious regulations, take 
every meaſure in its power to encourage agriculture at home. 
The requiring an annual ſupply of foreign oats, or indeed of 
any other grain, is the more to be lamented, whilſt ſuch large 
tracts of waſte land, to the extent of many millions of acres, 


remain uncultivated in Great Britain, Oats being the crop, 


which at firſt can be raiſed to the greateſt advantage on 
theſe waſte lands, it would be neceſlary that the legiſlature 
ſhould give ſuch encouragement as might enſure the cultivators 
a ſuitable price for their produce, ſo as to indemnify them for 

the expence of cultivation, and leave a profit on the capital 
employed, in ſome degree adequate to that which is inveſted 


in trade and manufactures. And for ſecuring this, in carry- 


ing on improvements on the waſte lands, the raiſing the im- 
port rate of oats to a par with that of other grain, in propor- 
tion to their real value, appears to be one of che moſt eſſential 
regulations. 


See the Repreſentation on the Corn Trade, by the Privy Council, in 1789. 
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It may be objected, that this meaſure would be pernicious, 
as it might tend, by increaſing the cultivation of oats, to di- 


miniſh the quantity of wheat or barley: on the contrary, it 


would encourage the Britiſh farmer, gradually to extend 
cultivation over three or four millions of acres of waſte land, 
and to purſue a more perfect ſyſtem of huſbandry, on a more 


extenſive field. Nature delights in variety; the ſeldomer a 
crop of any particular ſort of grain is ſown upon a field, the 


more-bountiful is her return for the ſeed and labour; repeat 
it often, and at laſt, in general, you will not reap a produce 
equal in quantity to the ſeed. Any regulation, therefore, 
that renders the rotation of crops more various, increaſes 
the productive powers of the ſoil. Leſs wheat would be ſown 
on the land at preſent under culture, but more might be 
brought to market: and when we take into the account the 
cultivation which would be extended over the immenſe tracts 
which at preſent lie waſte, there is not a doubt, but that 
the ſupply of wheat would be much more abundant, and 


fully adequate to anſwer the conſumption of the inhabitants. 


The decided preference given, for many years paſt, to the rai- 
ſing of wheat in Britain, owing to the high price it brings 


in the marker, in proportion to other grain, ſtimulates the huſ- 
bandmen to ſow too much, and repeat. that crop too often on 
the ſoil; the conſequence; is, that the plants, not receiving 


a ſufficient ſupply of nouriſhment neceſſary for perfecting 
their ſeeds, which nature digeſts and ſtores up in the ſoil, by. 
a ſlower proceſs, than the rapid ſucceſſion of the crop ad- 
mits of, they of courſe become weak and ſickly, and in 
adverſe ſeaſons, blight, ſmut, mildew, and diſeaſe, attack 
the crop. I have not a doubt, but that the deficiency of 
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the wheat crops in England, has, of late years, in part pro- 
ceeded from this cauſe; and that in the end, repeating it 
ſeldomer on the land, from a more various and judicious ſyſ- 


tem of cultivation being adopted, would not diminiſh the 


quantity brought to market. That raiſing conſiderably the 


import rate of oats would produce the ſalutary effects above- 


mentioned, cannot be denied: It would alſo increaſe the con- 
ſumption of beans, as provender for horſes ; which, contain- 
ing three times more meal than oats, is a much heartier food 
for that uſeful animal; and as a crop of beans is an excellent 
preparation for a crop of wheat, increaſing the conſumption 
of the one would promote the cultivation of the other. In 
this point of view, it ſeems no ſmall defect in the Corn 
Laws, that a bounty is not given on the exportation of peaſe and 
beans ; an encouragement-that ought to be equally extended 
to all ſorts of grain, in proportion to their real value. Theſe 
kinds of pulſe are a nouriſhing food for the negroes in our 
colonies ; and by a ſimple and cheap proceſs, they can be ſtrip- 
ped of their {kin or hull, and ſplit, when they become a pa- 
latable dith, even on the tables of the opulent. 


The frequency with which the Corn Laws have been ſet aſide, 
with reſpe& to ſending grain to our colonies, plainly evinces, 
that the preſent ſyſtem 1s erroneous, and that a free exporta- 
tion, at all times, ſhould be allowed from the mother coun- 
try ; more eſpecially, as our ſhips go out without a full load- 
ing, and the produce they bring back has an almoſt complete 
monopoly of the Britiſh market. The old government of 


France adopted the policy of a free export to their colonies in 
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the Weſt Indies; and before the preſent diſtutbances broke out, 
its colonies were certainly the moſt flouriſhing, and its co- 


lonial trade the moſt extenſive of any nation in Europe, 


All the writers. on the national policy of regulating the 
export and import of corn, whom I have read, ſeem to think, 
that a permanent law is neceſſary for perfecting the ſyſtem. 
Such an idea appears to me extremely erroneous, eſpecially dur- 
ing the very unequal diviſion of wealth, population, and na- 
tional expenditure, that ſubſiſts amongſt the different nations, 
at preſent connected by the extended commerce of Europe, 
which gives ſuch a decided ſuperiority in point of expence, to 


one country over another, in che raiſing of corn. Although 


the agriculture of Great Britain was never carried on with ſo 
great a capital, ſkill, and induſtry, as at preſent, it has, never- 
theleſs, relatively ſunk. Formerly a large ſurplus quantity of 
grain was annually exported, now corn is not raiſed to ſup- 
port the increaſing conſumption of the inhabitants, and a large 
ſupply of foreign grain is annually imported to make good the 
deficiency. This appears to ariſe from our agriculture being 
depreſſed by various burdens, which ſhackle the induſtry of 
the huſbandman, and particularly by Corn Laws, 1njudiciouſly 
framed, which allow the importation of foreign grain, at prices 
below what the farmer can at preſent afford to raiſe it; occa- 
ſioned by the immenſe capital in circulation, and the increaſ- 
ing demand for our manufactures, which have raiſed the price 
of labour, the expence of cultivation, and of every article of 
conſumption in the kingdom. 


Seeing the wealth of nations, varies conſiderably at different 
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periods, ſo ought the rates which regulate the export and im- LETT. I. 
port of foreign corn; if theſe affet the money price of our a 
own produce in the home market, and tend to fink its re- 
lative value below the current price of labour, with which 
it muſt always bear a juſt and neceſlary proportion, the rates- 
muſt conſequently be raiſed in order to preſerve agricul- 
ture, the only- ſolid baſis on which the real wealth and 
laſting proſperity of, a ſtate can be founded. Should the in- 
duſtry and capital of Great Britain continue to increaſe for 
30 years, in the ſame proportion it has done ſince the peace 
of 1783, money 1n circulation, the price of labour, and ex- 
pence of cultivation, may be double what it is at preſent ; the 
price of corn will naturally riſe in the fame proportion: And 
if the rates, at which the importation of foreign corn is then 
allowed to be imported, tend to obſtruct this riſe, they muſt 
either be heightened, or Great Britain will loſe her agricul- 
ture; a ſtriking inſtance of which has already taken place in 
the article. of oats. On the other hand, was the proſperity of 
this country to decline, ſo as to diminiſh the demand for la- 
bour, or the floating capital one half, the price of corn ought. 
to fall in proportion to the reduced price of labour, and the 
importation rates be lowered, if they were the means of pre- 
venting the neceſſary reduction. 
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Should theſe principles be found juſt, a permanent law - 
to regulate the export and import of Torn, is incongruous 
with ſound policy; it ought therefore to expire regularly at 
ſtated periods, ſuppoſe at the end of every twenty or thir- 
ty years, when the wiſdom of Parliament, taking the then 
Gtuation of the country under its ſerious conſideration. 
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ſhould regulate the Corn Law, in conformity with tlie price 
of labour; the moſt certain index of the growing proſperity, 
ſtationary ſituation, or dechning ſtate of the nation. 


From what I have ſtated, I hope it will be allowed, that the 
reaſon why Britain does not now ſupply her conſumption of 
oats, with the growth of her own fields, (from which cauſe, 
the permanent balance, that now ſtands againſt this country-in 
the foreign trade of corn, moſt generally ariſes,) is the low 
rate at which the importation of foreign oats is allowed; 
thereby preventing the Engliſh farmer from receiving an ade- 
quate price to indemnify him for the expence of raiſing them, 
eſpecially of late years, ſince the charges on cultivation, from 


za variety of cauſes, have been ſo much increaſed. 


This circumſtance alone may convince every friend to his 
country, of the neceſſity of a well regulated ſyſtem of Corn 
Laws. If, from the importation price of foreign oats being 
too low rated, we are yearly lofing the cultivation of that 
grain, what could we expect from the total abolition of theſe 
laws, which a celebrated author ſo warmly contends for : 
moſt aſſuredly the conſequences would be, that Great Britain, 
like ancient Italy, would gradually loſe her agriculture, and 
depend at laſt on foreign countries for every ſpecies of corn ; 
of courſe, the immenſe conſumption of manufactures uſed by 
three or four millions of inhabitants, who derive their ſup- 
port from the immediate labour of the fields, would be loſt to 
this country, and a moſt complete check be given to that 
buſy circulation of wealth and induſtry, on which the ſtrength 
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and cnergy of this nation chiefly depend. As ſhe could not, 
like the empire of Rome, be ſupplied with the ſpoils of conquer- 
ed provinces, and the plunder of the induſtrious huſbandman 
a rapid current would therefore perpetually be carrying out 
the riches of the country, till gradually falling from the exalt- 
ed ſtation ſhe at preſent occupies in Europe, her wealth and 
reſources would at laſt fail, and ſinking below the level of the 
ſurrounding nations, ſhe would be reduced to the preſent 
feeble and abject ſituation of Spain, and exhibit to the world, 
another melancholy picture, of the downfal of a great na- 
tion, by withdrawing her capital and induſtry from the culti- 
vation of her own fields, and embarking it in the improve- 
ment of diſtant colonies and foreign commerce. 


I ſhall be happy, if theſe obſervations ſerve to elucidate 
your late Father's Treatiſe on the Corn Laws of this country, 
and am, 
| Dear Sir, 

Your moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


WM MACKIE. 


* 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Dirom of ä 
Mount Annan, Edinburgh. 
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Containing an Examination of Dr Adam Smith's Theory on the Corn 


Trade : An Inquiry into the Cauſe of the preſent Scarcity of Grain, 
in Great Britain; with Suggeſtions for promoting Agaiculture, 
and particnlarly the Cultivation of the Waſte Lands ; and for ren- 
dering the produce equal to the increaſing conſumption of the King- 
dom. 


; Ormiſlon, 13th February 
DEAR SIR, ; 1796. 


N my former Letter, my endeavours were uſed to in- 
force the arguments contained in your late Father's 


Inquiry into the Corn Laws, and to ſhew, that to preſerve the 


agriculure of Great Britain, whilſt ſhe poſſeſſes ſuch a decided 
ſuperiority in point of wealth and circulating capital over 
the ſurrounding nations, it becomes abſolutely neceſlary to 
reſtrain the importation of foreign corn, by laws judiciouſly 
framed, ſo as to ſecure to the cultivators of our own ſoil a 
ſufficient value for their produce, correſponding with the cur- 
rent wealth and proſperous fituation of the country ; a prin- 
ciple, in political economy, which appears to be fully exem- 
plified at preſent by the deficiency in the culture of oats, as 


Nated in my former Letter ; and to which perhaps the cultiva- 
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tion of wheat is alſo faſt approaching in ſome parts of Eng- LETT. 11. 
land. | a 


This being an object of the firſt national conſequence, it 
certainly merits the fulleſt diſcuſhon, particularly at a period 
when this country, labouring under an alarming ſcarcity, is 
even threatened with an abſolute famine. I ſhall therefore 
proceed to inveſtigate the cauſes. that now render our corn 
crops inadequate to ſupply the demand, and point out the 
means which, in my humble opinion, will remedy the evil. 
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As my ſentiments coincide with the general tendency of your 
late Father's Treatiſe, that a well regulated ſyſtem of Corn 
Laws is abſolutely neceſſary for encouraging agriculture at 
home, on which every nation that wiſhes to preſerve its 
wealth and independence ought only to rely; I find my- 
ſelf under the neceſſity of examining and combating the 
opinions of a juſtly celebrated political writer Dr Adam 
Smith, in his Inquiry into the Nature and Cauſes of the 
Wealth of Nations. The arguments of this author tend 
to prove, that the free importation of foreign grain ſhould 

at all times be allowed, in order to lower or keep down 
the money price of corn in the home market, which he 
ſays will encourage agriculture, promote the intereſt of 
the proprietors of land and cultivators, and finally prove of 
the greateſt advantage to the ſtate. His own words are : © If 
* importation was at all times free, our farmers and country 


* gentlemen would probably, one year with another, get leſs 
Ee. 
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money for their corn than they do at preſent when importa- 


tion is at moſt times in effect prohibited; but the money 
which they got would be of more value, would buy more 
goods of all other kinds, and would employ more labour : 
Their real wealth, their real revenue, therefore, would be 
the ſame as at preſent, though it might be expreſſed by a 
ſmaller quantity of filver ; and they would neither be diſ- 
abled nor .diſcouraged from -cultivating corn, as much as 
they are at preſent®.” In another part of his work, where 


he argues in favour of the monopoly of the home market, 
and bounties granted on the exportation of manufactures, 


-which raiſe their price in the home market, he ſays, * You 


* thereby increaſe, not only the nominal, but the real profit, 


'C 


c 


.C 


.C 


.c 


" 0 


the real wealth, and revenue of thoſe manufacturers, and you 
enable them either to live better themſelves, or to employ a 


greater quantity of labour in thoſe particular manufactures. 


You really encourage thoſe manufactures, and direct towards 
them a greater quantity of the induſtry of the country, 
than what would probably go to them of its own accord. 
But when, by the like inſtitutions, you raiſe the nominal or 
money price of corn, you do not raiſe its real value; you 
do not increaſe the real wealth, the real revenue, either of 


our farmers or country gentlemen ; you do not encourage 
Cc, 


the growth ef corn, becauſe you do not enable them to 
maintain and employ mere labourers in raiſing itf.” The 


truth of theſe aſſertions is founded on the poſition which he 
Jays down, that the money price of corn regulates the money 


Book 4. chap. 5. p. 311. 7th edit. | + Ibid. p. 277. 
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price of all things: he ſays, By regulating the money price 
of labour, it regulates that of manufacturing art and induſ- 
« try; and by regulating both, it regulates that of the com- 
* plete manufacture: The money price of labour, and of 
every thing that is the produce either of land or labour, 
*- muſt neceſlarily either riſe or fall in proportion to the mo- 
* ney price of corn“. ; 


1 readily agree, that the money price of corn may produce 
this effect in a nation where the ſtate of ſociety is ſtationary, 
or declining, ſuch as China or Hindoſtan; but when applied 
to Britain, or any country advancing in wealth and popula- 
tion, the argument appears to me to be unfounded. In 
China, where wealth and population are ſtationary, the pro- 
duction and conſumption of the country are ſo exactly balan- 
ced, that it is with the utmoſt difficulty the great maſs of the 
people can drag on a wretched exiſtence ; Dr Smith himſelf 
draws a melancholy picture of their miſerable ſituation in the 
8th chap. of his 1ſt book, to which I refer. It is obvious, that 
in this ſtate of ſociety, the money price of corn muſt regulate 
the money price of labour, and every other commodity what- 
ever. The. wretched labourer, or mechanic, whoſe con- 
ſumption correſponds ſo exactly with his gains, is frequently 
under the neceſſity of deſtroying his offspring, in order to 
narrow his expences, as he can ſee. no proſpect of relief 
from any additional demand for his labour, to increaſe his 


wages and add to his gains. Thus, from dire neceſlity, is one 


* Page 259. 
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LETT. 11. of the univerſal laws of nature diſſolved, the moſt engaging 

nge wich which ſhe binds the whole animal creation broken, 

and the moſt neceſſary duty impoſed upon a government diſ- 

regarded. If therefore at any time the neceſſaries of life ad- 

vance in price, in conſequence of bad crops, numbers of 

the miſerable inhabitants are ſtarved to death, till the price 

of corn is again reduced, and arrives at its former ſtationary 

equilibrium with the price of labour and every other neceſſa- 

ry commodity. Even in China, were the government to inter- 

fere, and reduce the price of corn below this ſtandard rate, 

either, if poſſible, by promoting the importation of foreign 

; | | corn, or by fixing a maximum, it would afford no relief to the 

| great maſs of inhabitants; for the price of labour would ſtill 

fall in proportion, till it ſank to the loweſt rate at which the 

labourers could afford to work; on the contrary, it would 

make their ſituation worſe, by depreſſing agriculture, part of 

the capital employed in cultivation would be diſſipated, and 

the cultivators which it had kept in employ being thrown 

idle, would regorge upon the reſt of the inhabitants and add 
| to the general diſtreſs. In this ſtate of ſociety, therefore, it 

appears to be extremely impolitic in a government to-eſtabliſh 

a ſyſtem of policy which favours the importation of foreign 

grain, in order to fink the price of corn in the home market 

below the natural rate ariſing from the wealth and ſituation of 

the country. But as Dr Smith has recommended this ſyſtem 

as proper to be introduced into the political ceconomy of the 

preſent European ſtates, and particularly into that of Great 

Britain, a country where the ſituation of the inhabitants is 

diametrically oppoſite to what I have deſcribed, and where 
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che population, and particularly the wealth, induſtry, and 
capital of the ſtate are increaſing with a rapidity unknown 
in any age or country; it will therefore be neceſſary par- 
ticularly to enquire if the principles are juſt, on which 
this celebrated ceconomiſt has formed his theory, of allow- 
ing the free importation of foreign grain, for the purpoſe 
of keeping down the price of home produce, by which he 
maintains the agriculture of this country would be encou- 
raged. Upon peruſing his chapter on bounties, and digreſſion 
on the corn laws, it will be found, as I mentioned before, 
that he grounds his arguments on the ſuppoſition that the 
money price of corn regulates the money price of labour, 
and every other commodity. I have ſhown, that in China, 
where ſociety is ſtationary, and directly the reverſe of every 
thing in this kingdom, the price of corn produces this effect: 
But 1n countries where induſtry, population, and wealth, go- 
ing on in a progreſſive ſtate of improvement, are conſtantly 
increaſing the national capital, and continually adding to the 
general conſumption, theſe cauſes alone operate to raiſe the 
money price of labour, and every other commodity, with- 
out being, in the ſmalleſt degree, affected by the money 
price of corn. For inſtance a demand comes to Mancheſter, 
Leeds, and Glaſgow, which raiſes the price of goods 4d. per 
yard, and the profits on ſtock 10 per cent. Every manufac- 


turer anxious to ſhare an additional profit, in order to pro- 


cure an additional number of workmen to ſupply the increaſ- 


ing demand, offers them one penny per yard advance on 


their work: they, in their turn, finding three or four ſhi!- 
lings per week added to their earnings, increaſe their con- 
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ſumption ; in place of brown bread, they can now buy 


wheaten, and in place of dining upon bread and beer, they 
can now afford to add a few pounds of beef, or a quarter of 
mutton: theſe articles riſe in their price with the demand, 


and the farmers, finding more profit in fattening beef and 


mutton, turn their attention from the raiſing of corn till its 
price is. alſo advanced in proportion. , On the other hand, a 
gentleman, returning. from abroad, or retiring from trade or 
public employments, with a large fortune, purchaſes an, e- 
ſtate in the country, and to adorn and improve it is to be the 
future object of his life; the labourer is bribed by higher 
wages to quit the plough, and the mechanic his former maſ- 
ter: The huſbandman now finds difficulty in procuring hands 
to cultivate the earth, and, in his turn, muſt raiſe the price 
of labour before he can get ploughmen to engage in his em- 
ploy : Every article, either of rude material or manufactured 
commodity, which he has occaſion for, he finds alſo encreaſed 
in price, and the expence of raiſing corn, advancing with 
a rapidity which threatens to wreſt from him his capital em- 
ployed in the cultivation of the fields; but, on the other 
hand, the natural effect of the ſame cauſe, univerſally diffuſ- 
ing itſelf through every rank of ſociety, operates in favour of 
the huſbandman. When he goes to market with his corn, and 
other rude produce of the ſoil, he finds a competition amongſt 
the purchaſers, who offer him higher prices in conſequence 
of the increaſing conſumption. The landlord, in his turn, 
requires an additional rent, this is again expended in manu- 
factures, and other articles of luxury, and an additional ca- 
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pital is thus put in circulation, for encouraging population, 
and the induſtrious exertions of every member of the ſtate. 


It is obvious that in this natural courſe of events, whenever 
the wealth of Great Britain is ſo much accumulated as to in- 
creaſe the expences of cultivation, and advance the real value 
of Britiſh grain above what it can be raiſd and brought to 
market from foreign countries, the bringing in of foreign 


corn, for the purpoſe of reducing the money price of home 


produce, or even rendering it ſtationary, would neither fink 
nor render ſtationary the money price in this country. As long 
as it continued to advance in proſperity, every addition to the 
capital and conſumption of the nation would infallibly increaſe 
the money price of labour, and every manufactured commodi- 
ty, even although the importation rate of corn from foreign 
countries ſhould not allow the money price of that article to 
riſe in the ſame proportion. The conſequence of this would 
be, that the capital employed in agriculture would be gradu- 
ally diſhpated, the revenue and conſumption of the landed 
intereſt and cultivators much diminiſhed, and of courſe, a 
check would be given to the internal circulation of induſtry, 
and the proſperity of the country ; although perhaps its bad 
effects might not be immediately felt on the power and re- 
ſources of the ſtate, if the gradual extenſion of foreign com- 
merce made good the deficiency. Nevertheleſs, as foreign 
commerce 1s the moſt precarious ſource of wealth and proſpe- 
rity, if at any time, it happened to be cramped by war, or 
any other cauſe whatever, enervated by the conſtant drain for 
foreign corn, and the languid circulation of internal induſ- 
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try, the ſtate would become feeble, like a ſoldier fainting with 
the loſs of blood after a ſevere conflict with the enemy. Dif- 
aſtrous in the extreme, would it prove to this country, if, by 
any combination amongſt the naval powers, we loſt our ſu- 
periority at fea; being then cut off from our ſupply of bread 


corn, famine and peſtilence would follow in the train of our 


misfortunes, 


In order to try Dr Smith's theory by the teſt of experience, 
and to prove that the money price of corn does not regulate 
the money price of labour, and other commodities 1n coun- 
tries, that are in a progreſſive ſtate of improvement, but 
which rife in price ſolely from the quantity at market not 
being ſufficient fully to ſupply the increaſing demand, it is 
only neceſſary to compare the money price of corn, with the 
price of labour in different countries, and at different periods. 
I ſhall begin with the American States: There the demand 
for labour is ſo great, that, although corn and other kinds 
of rude produce, ſell in general for half the money they do 
in Britain; nevertheleſs, the price of labour, from the exceſ- 
five demand, is three times higher than in England. In the 
accurate account which Mr Young has given us of the agri- 


culture and commerce of France, in his Tour through that 


kingdom, immediately before the breaking out of the revolu- 
tion, he informs us that proviſions are as dear in France as 
in England, that labour is 76 per cent. cheaper, and the 
price of manufactured commodities dearer than in England. 


Here are effects produced totally different from what Mr 


Smith's theory points at, that the. money price of corn regu- 
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lates the money price of all things, on which he founds his 
arguments for a free importation of foreign corn, whilſt, at 
the ſame time, he argues for prohibiting foreign manufac- 
tures. | 


It muſt, however, be obſerved, that the account, which Mr 
Young has given us of the average price of proviſions and la- 
bour in France, ſeems to contradi& the idea I have thrown 
out, that the money price of labour, in a country advancing 
in improvement, regulates the money price of corn. The 
diſcerning eye, however, which runs over Mr Young's work, 
will ſoon diſcover that the kindgom of France, even under 
the old government, appears not to have been advancing in 
proſperity, and if not declining, was at leaſt ſtationary, hav- 
ing followed, for upwards of a century, the deſtructive po- 


licy of foreign conqueſt, and diverting the capital which 


ought to have been inveſted in agriculture, into the cultivation 


of diſtant colonies, and encouragment of foreign commerce. 


We muſt not therefore be ſurpriſed, that although. of late 
years, the commerce of- France had advanced with greater ra- 
pidity, than even that of England, nevertheleſs,- her power 
and reſources have declined, with her agriculture and internal 
induſtry. This cannot be doubted by any perſon, who con- 
ſiders the erroneous ſyſtem of huſbandry, carried on in France, 
where two white crops, following a fallow in conſtant ro: 
tation, muſt deſtroy the productive powers of any ſoil. 
Were the lands in Great Britain to be cultivated in the ſame 
manner, for a ſeries of years, I have not a doubt, but that 
the annual produce of the ſoil would be diminiſhed one half 
| 1 F f 
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of what it is at preſent. The wretched policy of France has 


| hitherto prevented her manufactures and commerce from 


affording aid to her agriculture, whilſt the luxury introduced 
into the cities has raiſed the price of corn without advancing 


in proportion the price of labour, and the conſumption of the 
cultivators. Hence the torpor and languid ſtate of internal 


commerce and intercourſe - in France, for want of the ra- 
pid interchange of the productions of labour ſo conſpicuous 


in England, which, like the circulation of the blood, gives 


ſtrength and vigour to the whole ſyſtem. 


Were Great Britain to adopt Mr Smith's ſyſtem of a free 


-importation of foreign grain, ſhe would certainly be reduced 


to the political ſituation of France, immediately before the re- 


volution as deſcribed by Mr Young. But the prices of corn 


and labour in France, during the laſt and preſent century, 
demonſtrate, in the cleareſt manner, the fallacy of Mr Smith's 
arguments in favour of his theory. Of this we have accurate 
information, in the excellent ſpeech of M. de Carraduce, de 


la Chalotois, Procureur General to the Parliament of Britta- 


ny, made before that Court, on the 2oth Auguſt 1764, when 
the edict for allowing the free commerce of grain was regiſ- 
tred, when he gave the following account of the then ſitua- 


tion of the agriculture of France. * It is manifeſt, that for 


about an age paſt, the price of labour and merchandiſe 
ig conſiderably raiſed in F rance, there are none that for 
fifty years paſt hath not experienced this. The priee of 


< corn, which is the meaſure of the whole, ſhould then have 


riſen in proportion. In the mean time, it hath not only 


not increaſed; but it is a certain fact, that it hath fallen 


— 
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© conſiderably, and that it would, an age ago, require a 
greater weight of filver to pay for a ſetier, than it doth at 


preſent. In 1649, the deputy of M—, Procureur General at 


© the Chatilet, ſaid in his requiſition of the 6th March to the 


police, as a known fact, that wheat was at 15 livres the ſetier, 
* a moderate price, (theſe are his words) but the ſame ſetier, | 
© hath, this preſent year, 1764, been at Paris at 14 livers, 


© and 14 livers 1o {. It was of leſs value in the neighbouring 
cantons, and of neceſſity in the country. What ſhall we 
think, Gentlemen, of ſo great a difference, when we reflect 
that the mark of filver was, in 1649, at 28 livers 13 f. 8 
© deniers, that is to ſay, at almoſt one half leſs than at this 
© preſent day* . Here is complete evidence, that the price of 
corn has no effect on the price of labour, but that it is regu- 
lated like every other commodity, by the demand and quan- 


* 


tity at market. For 50 years, previous to 1764, the price of 


labour and manufactured commodities in France, had riſen 
conſiderably, when, at the ſame time, wheat had fallen one 
half; and at no period, within theſe hundred years, does 


that country diſcover any ſtrong marks of general proſperity, 
which no great nation can attain, unleſs agriculture is encou- 


| raged by prices for the produce of the ſoil, proportioned to 
the price of labour, and of every manufactured commodity. 


The bad effects of the low price of corn in France, M. de C. 


deſcribes in the following manner: If the farmer does not 
gain all his expences, and wherewith to ſatisfy all charges, 


© the earth will remain untilled, as more than the moiety of 
this province doth. The ſtarving proprietor will be forced 


* Vide Corn Tracts, page 216. 
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*- to-ſuſtain bankruptcies and loſſes; the farmer ruined, badly 
+ clothed, and badly fed, will ſell his little property; he will 
take up, with his indigent family, the art of begging, too 
common, and which is a diſgrace to the nation: The ſtate itſelf 


* will ſuffer, the taxes will not be collected, but with extreme 
difficulty, and with the greateſt rigour. And it muſt be 
* acknowledged, that this hath been the ſtate of the kingdom 
of France, for more than an age. In every province, the 
* earth ſhews, in an infinity of places, the marks and veſtiges 
© of a deſerted cultivation; houſes unroofed proclaim a de- 


< ſertion and depopulation ; the cities, and even the capital, 
are peopled with poor, whilit thoſe who have ruined ſo many 


© families, and enriched themſelves with their ſpoils, make 
a parade of luxury, which is an inſult on public miſery*. 


. I muſt here remark, that, in the laſt century, France exported 


conſiderable quantities of corn, and ſome of the old Engliſh 
writers complained that what was brought into England, ſunk 


the value of home produce, and cramped the agriculture of 
this kingdom. 


1 ſhall next proceed to give an account of the effect of 


'the money price of corn, on that of labour and manufactured 
commodities in Britain. Dr Smith informs us, in the 11th 
chapter of his 1ſt book, that the average price of wheat in the 


Windſor market (which Mr Young has proved to be nearly 


the average price. of wheat in England) for fixty years, end- 
ing in 1790, amounted to L. 2: 11 per quarter, that the a- 


verage price of the firſt 64 years of this century amounted to 
L. 2: 6d. and during a ſeries of the cheapeſt years from 1731 
to 1750 (in which one year of ſcarcity intervened) to only 


-* Vide Corn Tracts, p. 215. 
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L. 1: 13: 9 per quarter; but it is well known, that the low 
price of corn in the early part of the century, and particularly 
in the period of remarkable cheapneſs, produced no effect in low- 
ering the price of labour, or of any manufactured commodity : 
On the contrary, they were gradually on the riſe. The proſpe- 
rity of Britain had been advancing from the Revolution, when 
the ſurplus produce of her land and labour only amounted to 
4 millions, till at the latter period of 1750, when it had 
reached to 12 millions*. This advance however had not much 
increaſed the price of country labour and expence of cultiva- 
tion, and the farm eis, by puring a more judicious mode of 
cultivation, and probably by extending it over lands that had 
lain uncultivated during the civil wars in England, increaſed 
the annual produce of the ſoil ſo as not only to counterbalance 
the growing conſumption of the country, but alſo to afford 
a conſiderable quantity of corn for exportation. 


The huſbandry of this country continued much in the 
ſame ſituation till the peace of 1763, which may be looked 


upon as a new epoch in the annals of agriculture, and every 


ſpecies of Britiſh induſtry. After that period, the number of 
hands which had been diverted from the channel of produc- 
tive induſtry, to ſupply the army and navy during the war, 
the increaſing demand for our manufactures, our extended 
commerce to every quarter of the globe; the large fortunes 
that had been made by individuals during a proſperous 
war; the increaſe of the public debts and taxes; all conſpir- 
ed to raiſe the price of labour and cultivation ; and had 


* Vide Chalmer's Eſtimate of the comparative ſtrength of Great Britain. Table 
Fronting page 234; new edition in 1794. 
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not the rapid circulation of induſtry pervaded all ranks, 
and by an increaſing conſumption raiſed the money price of 
corn, and other articles of the rude produce of the ſoil, in pro- 
portion to-the growing wealth and proſperity of the country ; 
the agriculture of Great Britain muſt have declined, like that 
of France, where land of a better ſoil, and fituated in a better 
climate, is far leſs productive than in England. 


The wealth and capital of Great Britain having increaſed 
with an amazing rapidity of late years, ſo has the demand 


and money price of labour. In the year 1792, when the ſur- 


plus produce of the land and labour of Great Britain, export- 
ed, amounted to near 25 millions*, in the ſame year did the 


farmers find the greateſt difficulty in procuring hands to car- 


ray on the cultivation of the fields ; the wages of labour and 
price of every manufactured commodity rapidly advanced, 


and agriculture, as well as manufactures, was encouraged by 


an additional conſumption increafing the money price of corn. 
Dr Smith himſelf bears teſtimony to this material progreſs of 
induſtry in a-country advancing in improvement like Britain. 
The whole tenor of his firſt book tends to prove it, where, 
amongſt other arguments, he ſays the demand for thoſe who 
© live by wages therefore neteſlarily increaſes with the in- 
* creaſe of the revenue and ſtock of every country, and cannot 
© poſſibly increaſe without it. The increaſe of revenue and 
© ſtock is the increaſe of national wealth, the demand for 
thoſe who live by wages, therefore naturally increaſes with 
the increaſe of national wealth, and cannot poſlibly increaſe 
without it. And finally, The money price of labour in 


* * 


* Vide Chalmers' Eſtimate of Great Britain, ibid. 
+ Book 1. chap. 8. p. 104. | 
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Great Britain has indeed riſen during the courſe of the pre- 
+ ſent century. This, however, ſeems to be the effect not ſo 
much of any diminution in the value of filver in the Euro- 
pean market, as of an increaſe in the demand for labour in 
Great Britain, ariſing from the great and almoſt univerſal 
« proſperity of the country *. 


It is ſomewhat ſurpriſing, that Dr Smith ſhould afterwards 
abandon his own arguments, founded in truth, and the ex- 
perience of this country, and endeavour to eſtabliſh a theory, 
framed on the ſuppoſition, that the money price of corn re- 
gulates the money price of all things ; principles totally differ- 
ent from what he himſelf had laid down, as mentioned above, 
and incompatible with the political ſituation of this country, 
for the purpoſe of overturning the eſtabliſhed national policy re- 
ſpecting corn, by allowing the free importation of foreign grain, 


which, as it would have the effect of lowering the price of corn, 


and every article of produce, would thereby, in his opinion, en- 
courage agriculture, and promote the intereſt of the proprie- 
tors and farmers. In ſupport of this theory, he advances ſome 
extraordinary arguments; for inſtance, he ſays, in Book 1. 
ch. 8. © In years of plenty, ſervants frequently leave their maſ- 
ters, and truſt their ſubſiſtence to what they can make by 
their own labour: But the ſame cheapneſs of proviſions, 
© by increaſing the fund which is deſtined for the main- 
© tenance of ſervants, encourages maſters, farmers eſpecially, to 
* employ a great number. Farmers, upon ſuch occaſions, expect 


Chap. 11. p. 313. 
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LETT: 11. mort profit from their corn, by muintuſming a fru more labouring 
| * ſervants, than by ſelling it at a hb prire in the market. The 


demand for ſervants: mereaſes, while the number of thoſe 
© who offer to ſupply the demand \diminiſhes ;*the' price of 
labour, therefore, frequently riſes in cheap years.“ The 
firſt obſer vation is certainly juſt; but that agriculture will be 
encouraged, and carried on with greater ſpirit from cheap- 
neſs of price, owing to farmers expecting greater profits by 
employing more ſervants, and conſuming their corn at home, 
rather than ſelling it at a low price in the market, will not 
be admitted by any farmer of common ſenſe. The affertion 
is founded on tuo poſitions : %, That the money price of 
corn regulates the money price of every commodity, Which I 
have proved does not apply to the prefent ſtate of ſociety in 
this. country ; and 2dly, that in agriculture, as in manufac- 
tures, the produce of a farm is increaſed in proportion to the 
number of hands employed, which is by no means the caſe; 
nothing, therefore, will give encouragement to farmers hiring 
a greater number of ſervants, and extending cultivation, but ac- 
tually receiving a high price for their corn, in the fame manner 
as a manufacturer is encouraged to hire more hands, and extend 
his operations, in conſequence of receiving high prices for his 
fabrics. As a farther proof that Dr Smith's ideas, on the ſtate 
of agriculture in Britain are erroneous, it may be obſerved, that 
he does not allow that the high prices of corn, which followed 
the peace of 1763, proceeded from an influx of wealth, occaſion- 
ing an inerkaſe of luxury and conſumption, but aſcribes it en- 
tirely to bad crops; and whilſt he views the high price of corn 
as a public calamity, he looks upon the high price of butcher 
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meat, cheeſe, butter, wool, hides, tallow, and every fort of 
rude produce, corn excepted, as the forerunner and attendant on the 
greateſt of all public advantages, imagining chat the high price 
of thoſe articles will be followed by the low price of corn, 
potatoes, and every vegetable production; a concluſion which 


he draws from erroneous principles, and i in which it is now. 


evident he has been miſtaken. | 


When v. we recur to firſt 1 mw the immutable laws 
of nature, in judging of Dr Smith's opinion on the free i impor- 
tation of foreign corn into Britain, and the propoſed monopoly 
in favour of manufactures, we ſhall find ſufficient cauſe for 
drawing oppoſite concluſions, and that whilſt agriculture re- 
quires to be protected by a monopoly, manufactures may be 


left free. . In order to ſhew this in a clear point of view, I. 


hall point out the different principles on which the pro- 


ductive powers of agriculture and manufactures are founded. 


AB {hall firſt begin with manufactures... 


given to the general maſs of mankind, in every country, near- 
ly an equal ſhare of bodily ſtrength, and faculties of mind ſuſ- 
ceptible of cultivation and improvement. This being the 


body, facilitated by the inventions of art, in this point of view 


G g. 


It % obvious that the n Diſpoſer of all things has 


caſe, as manufactures are performed by the labour of the 


all nations are nearly on a par for carrying on manufactures; 
if, however, one nation advances conſiderably in population 
beyond the other, their wants increaſe in proportion, and a 
ſpur is given to their ingenuity, in order to ſupply them. In 
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more profit from their corn, by maintaining a' few more labouring 


* ſervants, than by ſelling it at a lb price in the market, The 


demand for ſervants: mcreaſes, while the number of thoſe 
© who offer to ſupply the demand diminiſhes ; the price of 
labour, therefore, frequently riſes in cheap years.” The 
firſt obſervarion is certainly juſt ; but that agriculture will be 
encouraged, and carried on with greater ſpirit from cheap- 
neſs of price, owing to farmers expecting greater profits by 
employing more ſervants, and conſuming their corn at home, 
rather than ſelling it at a low price in the market, will not 
be admitted by any farmer of common ſenſe. The affertion 
is founded on tuo poſitions: %, That the money price of 
corn regulates the money price of every commodity, which I 
have proved does not apply to the preſent ſtate of ſociety in 
this country; and 2dly, that in agriculture, as in manufac- 
rures, the produce of a farm is increaſed in proportion to the 
number of hands employed, which is by no means the caſe; 
nothing, therefore, will give encouragement to farmers hiring 
a-greater number of ſervants, and extending cultivation, but ac- 
tually receiving a high price for their corn, in the fame manner 
as a manufacturer is encouraged to hire more hands, and extend 
his operations, in conſequence of receiving high prices for his 
fabrics. As a farther proof that Dr Smith's ideas, on the ſtate 
of agriculture in Britain are erroneous, it may be obſerved, that 
he does not allow that the high prices of corn, which followed 
the peace of 1763, proceeded from an influx of wealth, occaſion- 
ing an increaſe of luxury and conſumption, but aſcribes it en- 
tirely to bad crops ; and whilſt he views the high price of corn 
as a public calamity, he looks upon the high price of butcher 
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meat, cheeſe, butter, wool, hides, tallow, and every fort of LETT. It. 
rude produce, corn excepted, as the forerunner and attendant on the _ 

greateſt of all public advantages, imagining that the high price 

of thoſe articles will be followed by the low price of corn, 

potatoes, and every vegetable production; a concluſion which 

he draws from erroneous principles, and in which it is now 

evident he has been miſtaken. | 


When we recur to firſt principles, and the immutable laws 
of nature, in judging of Dr Smith's opinion on the free 1mpor- 
tation of foreign corn into Britain, and the propoſed monopoly 
in favour of manufactures, we ſhall find ſufficient cauſe for 
drawing "oppoſite concluſions, and that whilſt agriculture re- 
quires to be protected by a monopoly, manufactures may be 
left free. In order to ſhew this in a clear point of view, I 
{hall point out the different principles on which the pro- 
ductive powers of agriculture and manufactures are founded. 
And ſhall firſt begin with manufactures..- 


It is obvious that the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things has 
given to the general maſs of mankind, in every country, near- 
ly an equal ſhare of bodily ſtrength, and faculties of mind ſuſ- 
ceptible of cultivation and improvement. This being the 
caſe, as manufactures are performed by the labour of the 
body, facilitated by the inventions of art, in this point of view 
all nations are nearly on a par for carrying on manufactures; 
if, however, one nation advances conſiderably in population 
beyond the other, their wants increaſe in proportion, and a- 
ſpur is given to their ingenuity, in order to ſupply them. In. 
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31 every refinement of art, and manufactures are carried on 
to a degree of perfection, to which it is impoſſible for a ſoci- 
ety more rude and with fewer wants to attain; and though 
from the wealth accumulated by the induſtrious nation, in 
this ſtate of refinement, the price of labour ſhould be raiſed 
ſo high, as to allow another nation, leſs advanced in wealth, 
to bring manufactured articles to market at a cheaper rate, 
yet the rich nation will ſtill maintain its ſuperiority, by avail- 
ing itſelf of the ſuperior, capital it poſſeſſes, and of its ſupe- 
Tior {kill in the diviſion of labour, of which manufactures 
are ſaſceptible. If, again, the divifion of labour is not found 
adequate to anſwer the end, renewed exettions of ſkill and 
capital, by calling in the aid of machinery, ſo far reduces the 
effect of the high price of manual labour on the articles ma- 
nufactured, as to give a decided ſuperiority to the rich and 
ingenious nation, over all others leſs advanced in wealth and 
refinement. Hence the manufactures of Britain are found 
ſuperior to thoſe of every country in Europe, and are even 
rivalling che fabricks of Bengal, where the money price of la- 
bour is about-only a tenth part of what it is in England *. It 
being therefore obvious, that the induſtrious country, whilſt it 
preſerves its ſuperiority in wealth and ingenuity over other na- 
tions, has an evident ad vantage in carrying on its manufactures; 
there ſeems to be no neceſſity for the manufacturers of Great 
Britain obtaining a monopoly againſt thoſe of other nations, 
Teſs advanced in wealth, ingenuity, and refinement ; and the 
decided ſuperiority Which the nnen of this country 


* "The wages of a weaver 1 Bengal are SLE two and a half. rupees, equal to 58. 
Ad. a- month. 
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maintain over thoſe of every country in Europe, in the free 


American market, is a proof of the fact. 


Having thus finiſhed the propoſed ſketch of the progreſs 
of manufactures, I ſhall; proceed to deſcribe the principles 
on which the productive powers of agriculture are founded. 


Although the Author of Nature has given to man, in the 
different countries of the world, an equal ſhare of ſtrength 


of body, and faculties of mind, ſo as to enable him to per- 
form nearly equal portions of productive labour, when theſe 


powers are alone employed; yet, for wiſe purpoſes, He has 


formed the ſoils and climates of the different countries of the 


earth, with that aſtoniſhing diverſity which univerſa}y per- 
vades the face of nature, from the fertile fields of Sicily, Flan- 


ders, and England, to the frozen regions of Norway, Lap- 


land, and Kamſchatca. As the ſucceſs of agriculture, depends, 
in a great meaſure, on the productive powers of ſoil and cli- 


mate, it is obvious that an equal portion of ſkill and capital, 


may produce a much greater quantity of corn in one country 
than it can do in another. This being the caſe, let us ſuppoſe 


that the ſoil and climate of Poland, for inſtance, is ſo much ſu- 


perior to that of Britain, that the exertion of an equal portion of 
- labour and ſkill, will produce double the quantity of corn, or 


of other ſuſtenance in Poland, that it will do in Britain. As 
nothing could counteract this phyſical difference, corn in Bri- 
tain would ſell at double the price it did in Poland, as it would 
require double labour and capital to produce an equal quanti- 
ty. Thus, it is obvious, if Poland could ſupply Britain with : 
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a conſiderably quantity of grain, at one half or two thirds of 
the price it could be raiſed at home, the agriculture of Bri- 


tain muſt either be protected, by granting to the cultivators a 


monopoly of the home market, or if left free, agriculture would 
decline in the laſt mentioned country. On the other hand, 
let us ſuppoſe that the ſoil and climate of Poland and Britain 
are equally good and fertile, and that two hundred years ago, 


the wealth, population, and induſtry of the two countries were 
exactly ſimilar, and that only one fourth of the lands in each 
country, being kept under the plough, was ſufficient to ſup- 
port their reſpective inhabitants. In this ſitnation, both coun- 


tries would be upon a par for raiſing corn, and a free inter- 
.courſe in grain could not hurt the agriculture of either country. 
If, however, from the bleſſing of a free government, or any 


other cauſe, Great Britain ſhould, in the courſe of two or 
three hundred years, by extending every branch of national 


induſtry, quadruple her population and wealth, ſo as now to 


require ſeven-eighths of the land to be kept in conſtant culti- 


vation, for ſupplying food for the inhabitants; the improve- 
ment of the productive powers of agriculture, not depending 


entirely on capital and ingenuity, as in manufactures, but 
.being in a great meaſure influenced by the good or bad qua- 
ities of the foil and climate, no {kill or capital poſſeſſed by 
the cultivators could prevent the money price of corn in Bri- 
tain from riſing very conſiderably above the money price of 


corn in Poland: for two reaſons, i, the fall in the value of A 
money; and ſecondly, the additional labour and expence that 


muſt now be beſtowed in raiſing and bringing it to market, 
Jo prove the laſt poſition, 1 muſt revert to the coeconomy ft 
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nature, and its effect upon agriculture. Nothing is more 
certain, than that the fertility of the ſoil is exhauſted. by too 
conſtant a ſucceſſion of crops of corn, and reſtored by allow- 
ing it to remain for a certain time in paſture, It is therefore 
obvious, that in a country only ſo far advanced in population, 
as to require but one fourth of the land being kept in culti- 
vation for ſupporting the inhabitants, the other three fourths 
remaining in paſture, more abundant crops of corn will be 
then raiſed, with leſs labour and expence than can afterwards 


be produced on the ſame ſoil, by any exertion of ſkill and 


capital, when a more extenſive population requires perhaps 
ſeven eighths of the lands being kept conſtantly under the 
plough. This progreſs in the ceconomy of nature is fully 
exemplified in this country, by the rich crops raiſed on the 
ploughing up of old paſtures. The luxuriant crops that grow 
on new ſoils are alſo found to decline and to be rendered 
leſs certain, being more affected by the influence of bad ſea- 
ſons in proportion to the length of time the land has been 
kept under the plough. Hence in England, and in other 
countries advanced in wealth and population, corn is 
raiſed at a greater expence of manure and cultivation, and 
the crops are more precarious, than in countries thinly peo- 
pled, ſuch as America or Poland, where a ſimple plowing, or 
rather ſcratching and throwing in the ſeed, are frequently 
ſufficient to ſecure a good crop. . 


As a teſtimony of the above mentioned progreſs in agriculture, 
and the effect of wealth and population in advancing the price 
of corn, I ſhall add that Mr Young, in his 13th volume of the 
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Annals of Agriculture has given us the expence to the farmer 
of raifing a crop of wheat in ſome of the counties in England 
at this preſent day, the prime coſt amounting to from 5s. 
rod. to 78. 10d. per Wincheſter buſhel. In vol. 15th he has 
alſo given the ſelling price of grain in the Bannat on the river 


| Tybuſcus, viz. wheat at 18. 43d. rye at 1s. barley at 7d. per 


buſhel, and hay at 3s. per tun. No ſkill nor induftry could 
enable the farmers in England to raiſe corn at as cheap rates; 
but notwithſtanding the amazing low price of corn, which 
Dr Smith ſays regulates the price of all things, allow the free 
importation of Britiſh manufactures into the Bannat, and they 


would not only rival but annihilate every manufacture in 


that country. 


From every view of the ſubject, in the preceding diſcuſſion; 
it plainly appears, that agrieulture and manufactures are eſta- 
bliſhed on very different principles, and that whilſt wealth 
and population raiſe conſiderably the money price of corn, and 
other rude produce of the ſoil, chey have not an equal effect 
in advaneing the price of manufactures. Thence, although 
contrary to Dr Smith's opinion, we may fairly deduce the. 
following political maxim: That agriculture, in rich and 


populous countries, ſtands more in need of a monopoly for its 


ſupport than manufactures; and that the farther a nation ad- 


vances in proſperity, it becomes the more neceſſary to ſecure its 


agriculture, not only by reſtr aining the importation of foreign. 


corn, but alſo by removing every impediment which may pre-- | 
vent, and by giving every encouragement, which may promote 
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the extenſion of cultivation and improvement over the whole 
face of the country. T | 


From a review of the arguments of this juſtly celebrated 


author, I can ſee nothing that overturns the principle laid 


down in my former Letter, that if Great Britain wiſhes to 


preſerve her preſent ſuperiority in wealth and reſources over 


the ſurrounding nations, agriculture muſt be protected by al- 
lowing to the huſbandmen prices for their produce propor- 
tioned to the internal wealth and proſperity of the country ; 
and that if, at any time, the bringing in of foreign corn tends 
to ſink the money price of Britiſh grain below the correſ- 
ponding value of labour and other commodities, the importa- 
tion muſt he checked by judicious laws, altered from time to 
time, at different periods, to correſpond with the proſpe- 
rous or declining ſtate of the country. In the inveſtigation 
of Dr Smith's opinions, I have. no other intention than, by 


fair diſcuſſion, to ſearch out the truth; and to his theory of 


free importation, founded as I think on erroneous principles, 
I have laſtly to oppoſe the favourable effects of a contrary 
ſyſtem, on the agriculture and proſperity of this country, 
as cleary ſhown in the preceding Inquiry into the Corn Laws, 


and fully aſcertained from the profitable experience of more 
than one hundred years. 


It no doubt will prove a matter of ſurpriſe, and a juſt cauſe 
for alarm to find, that, at preſent, in the moſt flouriſh- 
ing zra of Britiſh induſtry, when agriculture is carried on 
with a larger capital than at any former period, and 
when the {kill and induſtry of the huſbandmen were never 
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ſo conſpicuous, the iquaaticy:F: corn raiſed in this coun- 
try is gradually becoming more and more inadequate to 
the conſumption and maintenance of the inhabitants, and that 
in place of having a large annual ſurplus? quantity of grain 
toi ſpare, we are nowm every year” becoming more and more 
dependant on foreign nations; for ſubſiſtence; a fact Which 
is inconteſtibly proved by the 'actounts of the exports 'and 
imports of grain. In purſuing the inquiry into tlie cauſe of 
this deficiency, it will be found to proceed, , From the ac- 
cumulating wealth and luxury of the country, which will tend 
to elucidate” the principles which I have laid down, when 
examining” Dr Smith's theory; and, 2dly, From our agricul- 
ture being cramped by ſuch reſtraints as prevent the opening 
up a more extenſive field for cultivation, and which might 
render the ſupply equal e to the inereaſed e. or the | 

ys 142 1 | 


It has 8 in the former part of this Letter, that itlis 
generally from countries thinly peopled, and having a conſider- 


able portion of their good land in paſture, that conſiderable 


quantities of corn can be exported at a low price. But 
this ſurplus quantity alſo ariſes from the ſtate of ſociety in 
thoſe countries at the time; the inhabitants being cultivators 
with few wants, and living with ſimplicity, chieffy on vege- 
table food and the produce of their herds, a larger ſurplus re- 
mains after fupplying their frugal neceſſaries. If, however, 
the population of the country increaſes, and the inhabitants 
{till retain. their ſimple manners, and continue to live on ve- 
getable food, it is aſtoniſhing how great a number of inhabi- 
tants the foil will maintain, if it poſſeſſes a moderate degree of 


1 ON THE CORN LAWS. 241 


fertility. The population of Hindoſtan when under an effici- 
ent government, and the preſent ſtate of China, are a ſtriking 
proof of the obſervation, It 1s obvious, however, that if 
theſe nations were to alter their manner of life, and ſubſiſt 
in a great meaſure on animal food, like the people in England, 
the countries could not afford proviſion for their numerous 
inhabitants; and that if they could not procure an addi- 
tional quantity from other countries, their population would 
ſoon be conſiderably diminiſhed. 


In order to ſhow the effect which living on vegetable or 
on animal food will produce on population, or the abundance 
or ſcarcity of ſubſiſtence which it may occaſion to the inhabi- 
tants of a country, their numbers remaining ſtationary, I 
ſhall calculate the population, which a farm of 504 acres of 
fertile land will maintain, when under a judicious mode of 
cultivation, the inhabitants living entirely on vegetable food ; 
and the numbers which can be ſupported on animal food by 
the produce of a like farm when in paſture, 


With a view to aſcertain this point with as much preciſion as 
the nature of the calculation will admit of, I called at the fami- 
lies of ſeveral labourers and mechanics in this place, who live en- 
tirely on vegetable food, to learn if poſſible the exact amount of 
their conſumption, which I knew, that, out of policy, they 
are always at pains to exaggerate. In the fifſt houſe I entered, 
[ luckily found the kettle full of potatoes, juſt ready to be put 
upon the fire, to be boiled for dinner; the family conſiſted of 
one man, his wife, and one child, a remarkable ſtout boy 
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thoſe countries at the time; the inhabitants being cultivators 
with few wants, and living with ſimplicity, chieffy on vege2 
table food and che produce of their herds, a larger ſurplus * 
mains after ſupplying their frugal neceſſaries. If, however, 
the population of the country increaſes;' and the inhabitants 
_ Mill retain their ſimple manners, and continue to live on ve- 
getable food, it is aſtoniſhing how great a number of inhabi- 
rants the foil will maintain, if it poſſeſſes a moderate degree of 


we 
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fertility. The population of Hindoſtan when under an effici- 
ent government, and the preſent ſtate of China, are a ſtriking 
proof of the obſervation, It is obvious, however, that if 
theſe nations were to alter their manner of life, and ſubſiſt 
in a great meaſure on animal food, like the people in England, 
the countries could not afford proviſion for their numerous 
inhabitants; and that if they could not procure an addi- 
tional quantity from other countries, their population would 
ſoon be conſiderably diminiſhed, 


In order to ſhow the effect which living on vegetable or 
on animal food will produce on population, or the abundance 
or ſcarcity of ſubſiſtence which it may occaſion to the inhabi- 
tants of a country, their numbers remaining ſtationary, I 
ſhall calculate the population, which a farm of 504 acres of 
fertile land will maintain, when under a judicious mode of 
cultivation, the inhabitants living entirely on vegetable food ; 
and the numbers which can be ſupported on animal food by 
the produce of a like farm when in paſture. 


With a view to aſcertain this point with as much preciſion as 
the nature of the calculation will admit of, I called at the fami- 
lies of ſeveral labourers and mechanics in this place, who live en- 
tirely on vegetable food, to learn if poſſible the exact amount of 
their conſumption, which I knew, that, out of policy, they 
are always at pains to exaggerate. In the fifſt houſe J entered, 
[ luckily found the kettle full of potatoes, juſt ready to be put 
upon the fire, to be boiled for dinner; the family conſiſted of 
one man, his wife, and one child, a remarkable ſtout boy 
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of eleven years of age. I was informed, they regulary dined 
and ſupped upon them every day, and that the quantity 
in the kettle ſerved chem for both the meals. I immediate 
ly weighed the potatoes in the kettle, and found that they a- 
mounted to nine pounds Avoirdupois, and was informed that 
eight pounds of oat- meal ſerved them for breakfaſt, in pottage, 
a week. The fecond family I entered was compoſed of three 
men, one woman, and ſix healthy children, three of whom 
were born at one birth: this family alſo dined and ſupped upon 
potatoes; the quantity they had prepared to dreſs for dinner 
weighed thirteen pounds, and I was informed it required 
near four pounds oat-meal each day for their breakfaſt, Af- 
ter examining the conſumption of ſeveral families that had 
two meals of potatoes per day, I found, to my aſtoniſhment, 
that about 223 libs. Avoirdupois raw potatoes, and 5 02s. 
good 8 when made into pottage, did actually maintain, 
for one day, in good health and condition for labour, on an 
average, each individual of a family, compoſed of two parents 
and three children, as long as their ſtock of potatoes laſted. 
Having thus aſcertained the length which potatoes and oat- 
meal will go as food, when a vegetable diet only is uſed, I 
ſhall proceed to calculate the quantum of population that the 
farm of 504 Engliſh ſtatute acres, fertile land, well 1 
will maintain, under the 0 190 mode of vp. 
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Produce after dedufting Seed. 
No. ; Ibs. Potatoes. 
J. 84 acres of potatoes, average 3 of Lancaſhire 250 buſhels per 
acre, at go lbs. deducting 18 buſhels for ſeed  - - 1,7537920 


II. 84 acres wheat, at 30 buſhels per acre, at 58 lbs. per 
buſhel, deduQting 3 lbs. per buſhel rough ran, pro- n Meal. 
duct 2520 buſhels of meal, at 5 5 lbs.“ per buſhel. 138,600 


III. $4 acres peaſe and beans, at 24 buſhels, 2016 buſhels, one 
half eaten by the horſes on the farm; one half 1008 


duſhels, at 40 Ibs. meal per buſhel * - 40, 320 
IV. 84 acres barley, at 36 buſhels, 3024, at 46 lbs. meal per 
buſhel F — - - 139,104 


lbs. Bread. 
Pounds meal 318,024 or 397,530 


V. 84 acres clover conſumed by cattle. 


VI. 84 acres oats, at 60 buſhels, 5040 buſhels, 13,440 pecks of oat meal, at 8 lbs. per 
peck. h 
504 acres 1,753,920 lbs. potatoes, at 13 Ibs. per meal to Meals. 
each individual - - 1,312,940 


397, 530 lbs. bread, at 41b. per meal to ditto 530,049 
13,440 pecks oat-meal, at 24 meals per peck 
„ do ditto - - 322,560 
FJZO actes. 365 days, at 3 meals per day, 1095)2, 165, 54001977 


In this manner, 504 acres of fertile land, the garden ground 
not included, will maintain, when well cultivated, 1977 people 
old and young ; and if the population of Grear Britain amounts 
to nine millions, it would require only 2,412,746 fertile acres, 
well cultivated to maintain them when living on the ſame por- 
tions of vegetable food as the common people do in Scotland. 


* This is the quality of the flour, of which the bread preſently uſed in my own 
family is made. Upon comparing it with Sir George Young's experiments, vide page 
259, I find it to correſpond pretty accurately, only coarſer, principally from being 
made of wheat of an inferior quality. | 
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LETT{V. _,, I ſhall next proceed to inquire into the number of people 
| Which the ſame farm of | 504 acres; in paſture would maintain 
when living ente on animal 2 1 


f 7 4 
is) 


This branch of wt cotton; of bali the quantity 
of animal food which land will produce, although of conſider- . 
able importance, has never been properly attended to. Mr 
Young, indeed, has begun the inveſtigation ; but'as' yet it has 
been confined to aſcertain the fattening quality of different 
animals ard vegetables. Upon 3 ſeveral intelligent 
farmers, it ſeemed to be their opinion, that an ace of good 
- graſs might, in the ſeaſon, increaſe the weight of the animals 
fed upon it twelve ſtone, at 14 bs to the ſtone ; which at $8. per 
"ſtone, would afford a good rent, and leave a handſome allow- 
ance for management and profit on the capital employed. Fixing 
therefore upon 12 ſtone as the quantum of animal food, which 
an acre of our farm will produce ; upon this data, the 504 acres 
will give 6048 ſtones, or 84,672 lbs. I have not been able to 
learn what proportion of weight the bones in the carcaſe of an ox 
bears to the fleſh ; but allowing three quarters of a Ib. of bones 
and fleſh on an average to a meal for each individual, at 3 
meals per day, $4,672 lbs. will ſupport an individual 37,6 "'S 
days; or, in other words, the produce of the farm will ſupport 
' a population of 103 individuals throughout the year; dividing 
theſe into 20 families, and allowing one fourth of an acre 
of garden ground to each family, it amounts in all to 509 
acres. Upon calculating from theſe data, it will be found that 
it would require 44,475,728 fertile acres, to maintain the po- 
pulation of Great Britain, each individual, upon an average, 
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conſuming 21 lbs of butcher meat per day ; but the ſame num- 
ber of acres would ſupport a population of 165,921,925 indi- 
viduals of all ages, if the inhabitants lived on the ſame por- 
tions of vegetable food, which at preſent ſubſiſt the common 
labourers in Scotland. 1 


iSi g 


by have calculated theſe two extremes of the produce of land 
under the plough, or in paſture merely for fattening cattle, 
without including a dairy i in either caſe, in order to place 
this object in a ſtrong point of veiw, and to ſhow the different 
effects which living on vegetable or animal food will have, 


+. 3X 14 


in ſupporting a an increaſed population, or in rendering ſuſten- 
ance plentiful or ſcarce in a country. Hence it may be inferred, 
that it was to encourage or preſerve the immenſe population of 
the caſtern nations, the original lawgivers of India diſcharged 
the eating of animal food, and ingrafted this political maxim 
upon the ancient ſtock of ſuperſtition in the country. The ab- 
ſtaining | from animal food, however, ſeems beſt ſuited to theſe * 
countries, ſituated under a burning ſun, where water alone 
renders the ſoil perpetually fertile, 1 in producing vegetable food 
for ſupporting the inhabitants. In more temperate climates, 
the ſoil cannot- be kept in a conſtant ſtate of producing bread 
for man, without materially injuring its fertility, The beaſts 
of the field are alſo the children of nature ; ſhe wills to ſupport 
them, and the land muſt be allowed to. afford graſs for their 
ſuſtenance, which reſtores, at the ſame time, its fertility for 


raiſing corn; and man being formed to live on a mixture of 


animal and vegetable food, avails himſelf of this ceconomy of 


nature, to add to his enjoyment, . 
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LEYT: * From this cauſe agriculture, in temperate climates, will be car- 
red to the greateſt perfection in thoſe countries where the inha- 
bitants add a certain portion of animal to their vegetable food. 
But there is a certain proportion from which, if, in the pro- 
greſs of luxury, they deviate, by increaſing the quantity of 
cheir animal food, they will certainly” feel the want of bread 
corn, which" appears to be one of the principal cauſes that, 
of late years, there is an evident deficiency in the growth of 
corn in Britain, or rather in England, to fupply the inhabi- 
tants ; and that we are every year becoming more and more 
dependent on foreign nations for our daily ſupport, in place 
of being able, as formerly, to ſpare a ug: 24 ord quantity 
ne for an. | 
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. bo order ſtill farther to elucidate this ARE" open and 


to ſhow, in the cleareſt manner, the effect of an mereaſcd con- 


ſumption of animal food, in diminiſhing the quantity of- corn 
raiſed in Britain, I ſhall ſketch out a ſcheme of cultivation 
ſuited more nearly to the average N and population 


of the country. 555 
ONS I | grow 
4 $01) 9708; | . vir 
| OT INE yk ; | * 1 of 
to eat 
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Produce of a . f 504 acres, very fertile lad, ond is in a a bigh fate | 
of cultrontion. | 6 
Nos. - THEY ab nr 0 818 ; 
I. 72 acrespaſture; to ba ploughed up in rotation, reckoned to produce 12 ſtones 
beef or mutton per acre, Pounds. Meals. 
2063 13911410 Being in all 12, ogs at Alb. per meal 16,128 
16. aber Potatoes, 250 buſhels per acre, ' N 
3 golb. per buſhel = _ 90,000 at 13lb.— 67, 500 
4 013,768; {\ Turnip, at 24 ſtones beef or | 
mutton per acre - 22,848 at 3b. —— 30,464. 
m. 7. acres barley, Foaſumed | in ale and | 
W. * acres cloyer and . ee by 
e horſes. 
V. 72 acres wheat, at 32 buſhels, at 6olb. 
bread per buthel - 148,240-at lb. —— 197,653 
72 7 71 and beans, conſumed 
zorſes. 
VII. 72 I, oats, at 60 buſhels, 4,320 
of which one half conſumed 
by horſes —< - 2,160 
one third in pottage 1,449 3,840 pecks oat-meal 
ö at 24 meals 92,166 
Cone fixth in bread. 720 buſhels, or 19, 200 lbs. 
| bread at 2 per meal 25,600 
Garden 594. | 
ground, al- 0 
lowing about - - F —— 
x of an acre Fug Acres. Meals in the year 1,95) 429, 50(39 2 8K 
3 each fa- | | 
"ad 


In this manner, a farm of 504 acres of f very fertile land, in 
a high ſtate of cultivation, could maintain 392 people, old 
and young, living on a mixture of animal and vegetable food, 
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of which the above quantities would afford to each individual 


for daily conſumption 


Of animal food Ry 


8 3 #4 02. 
| Bread Wheaten 1 lb. 3 0:. 
„ Ditto Oaten 24 FF 
Of vegetable food q Gat- meal in Pottage 32 | 2 Ib. + oz. 


Potatoes | byte vas 

"And-to maintain the inhabittnts of "Great Britain, 'compur- 
ing the number at nine millions, and each individual to con- 
ſume daily, on an average, the quantity of animal and vegetable 
food mentioned above, there would be occaſion for 11,793,799 


acres of very fertile land, in a high ſtate of cultivation ; of 
which it would require 


1 351 2,318 acres for fattening animal food, ts. 
nearly 18 ſtones per acre. 


91,780 — for potatoes. 
1,052,050 — for barley. 
1,652,050" — for clover hay. 
1,652,050 — for wheat. 
1,652,050 -— for peaſe and beans. 
1,652, 50 — for oats. 

N 229451 — tor garden ground.” 


' 11 11,79 3.799 total acres. 


From the above Nlatement it appears, that j it, would require 
3,31 2,318 fertile acres, to afford four ounces of animal food 


The daily conſumption of each individual in Paris, is pretty accurately aſcertain- 


ed from the tax on cattle paid at the Barriers, to be about 54 oz. z in London it is 
probably more * double. 


ON THE CORN Laws, wy 


per day, to every individual” in Britain. But if, at iy time, Lert. 1. 


from the increaſe of luxury in the nation, every itihabitunt Ws 
to conſume one ounce more per day; in that caſe ir hq ?re- 
aquire an additional 803,079 acres of dle land, one half in rich 
| paſture; and nearly the other half in to fatten and pro- 
duce the nereſſary quantity; four-ſevenths of which, or 458,900 
acres, were annually carrying luxuriant crops of corn, But even, 
computing, theſe crops at the low average of two quarters per 
acre, it would occaſion an annual failure of 917,800 quarters, 
which will account for the difference between the moſt flou- 
riſhing period of the Corn Trade, and the deficieney of latter 
times. Whoeyer, therefore, conſiders with attention the in- 
creaſed conſumption of animal food in Britain, within theſe 
fifty years laſt paſt, and particularly ſince the peace of 1763, 

will ſee good, cauſe for the growing ſcarcity of corn. 


Before I leave this part of my Inquiry, I muſt mention an- 
other effect of Juxury, in adding to the ſcarcity both of ani- 
mal and vegetable food, viz. the great degree of fatneſs to 
which the people in England now require to have their beef 
and mutton fed, till, as Milton deſcribes the cattle in: Para- 
diſe, 


. 3 A 


— On the graſs, . ON. tos: 
Couct'd Ay now fill'd with paſture, gazing fat, 


they can hardly ſtand on their legs, or travel a few miles to 

|  beflaughtered. There is reaſon to believe, that half the quan- 

tity of land would feed cattle moderately fat, that is required 

to put them i in condition for ſlaughtering in England; and it 
= « ah 
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of which the above quantities would afford to each individual 
for daily conſumption 


Of animal food — (RF - - * 4 02. 
Bread Wheaten 1 lb. + oz, 
| Ditto Oaten 22 . 
Of vegetable food J Oat. meal in Pottage 35 2 Ib. + oz. 
Potatoes | 18 


And to maintain the inhabitants of Great Britain, comput- 
ing the number at nine millions, and each individual to con- 
ſume daily, on an average, the quantity of animal and vegetable 
food mentioned above, there would be occaſion for 11,793,799 
acres of very fertile land, in a high ſtate of cultivation ; of 
which it would require 

1 3 2,318 acres for fattening animal food, producing 
nearly 18 ſtones per acre. 
91,780 — for potatoes. 
1,65 2,50 — for barley. 
1,652,050 — for clover hay. 
1,65 2, — for wheat. 
1,652,050 — for peaſe and beans. 
1,652, 50 — for oats. | 
229,451 — for garden ground. 


| 11 793,799 total acres. 


From the above ſtatement it appears, that it would require 
3,21 2,318 fertile acres, to afford four ounces of animal food 


e daily conſumption of each individual in Paris, is pretty accurately aſcertain- 


ed from the tax on cattle paid at the Barriers, to be about 5+ oz. z in London it is 
probably more than double. 
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per day; to every individual in Britain. But if, at kny'time, LETT. r. 
from the increaſe of luxury in the nation, every inhabitant wWas 3 
to conſume one ounce more per day; in that caſe ir-would'\re- | 
quire an additional 803,079 acres of fertile land, one half in rich 
paſture; and nearly the other half in turnip, to fatten and pro- 
duce the neceſſary quantity; four- ſevenths of which, or 458, 900 
acres, were annually carrying luxuriant crops of corn. But even, 
computing theſe crops at the low average of two quarters per 
acre, it would occaſion an annual failure of 917,800 quarters, 
which will account for the difference between the moſt flou- 
| riſhing period of the Corn Trade, and the deficiency of latter 
times. Whoever, therefore, conſiders with attention the in- 
creaſed conſumption of animal food in Britain, within theſe 
fifty years laſt paſt, and particularly ſince the peace of 1763, 
will ſee good cauſe for the growing ſcarcity of corn. 


Before I leave this part of my Inquiry, I muſt mention an- 
other effect of Juxury, in adding to the ſcarcity both of ani- 
mal and vegetable food, viz. the great degree of fatneſs to 


which the people in England now require to have their beef 
and mutton fed, till, as Milton deſcribes the cattle in Para- 
diſe, 


- 


— On the graſs, 
Couch'd, and now fill'd with paſture, gazing fat, 


they can hardly ſtand on their legs, or travel a few miles to 
be ſlaughtered. There is reaſon to believe, that half the quan- 
tity of land would feed cattle moderately fat, that is required 
to put them in condition for ſlaughtering in England; and it 
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is more than probable, that che great noiſe that has been made, 
of late years, about increaſing the ſize of live ſtock, is a ſpecies 


of quackery which is a real loſs to the nation. Small animals 


certainly take on more fat, in proportion to their food, than 
large ones, for two obvious reaſons: 1, The furface of ſmall 


animals is much greater, in proportion to their weight, than 


large ones; and as the fat is moſtly laid on the ſurface, they 


have conſequently a larger ſpace to lay it on. 2dly, The muſ- 
cular fibres of ſmall animals are leſs tenſe than thoſe of large 
ones, and admit more eaſily that portion of the fat which is 
inſinuated, in the proceſs of fattening, into the interior veſicles 
of the. muſcular fleſh. I knew an experiment that was tried on 
the fattening of large and ſmall oxen with turnips and hay : The 


large oxen ate double the quantity of the ſmall ones while fatten- 


ing; they. were all ſold at the ſame time, each large ox brought 
L. 12 Sterling, but two ſmall ones, which conſumed no more 
food; were ſold for L. 16. Thus, it is probable, that a con- 


fiderable waſte is occaſioned in the nation, from increafing 
the ſize of the domeſticated animals, and certainly not a little 
alſo from rendering them extremely fat before they are ſlaugh- 
tered. 41 BY 


Nor is the increaſed conſumption of animal food the only 
cauſe of the ſcarcity of corn ; the immenſe number of horſes 
now trained for war, or luxury, or kept for the more neceſ- 
ſary purpoſe of carrying on the largely extended internal 


commerce of this country; in tranſporting the rude materials 
to the fite of manufactures, and returning the manufactured 


articles to the different markets and ports in the kingdom, in 
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carrying the ſtone, brick, wood, and iron, Oy for 
erecting the numerous buildings throughout the nation. All 
theſe branches of induſtry muſt demand a great number of 
horſes, that will not only require a very conſiderable quantity 
of corn, but alſo a large portion of land muſt be withdrawn 
from cultivation for ſupplying them with hay and graſs, 
either to enable them to endure hard labour, or to put on the 
pampered ſleek appearance neceſſary for ſhow and luxury. In 
order to form an idea of this conſumption, I ſubmit the fol- 
lowing calculation, 


From the ſtatement already given, it appears, that it would 
require near 12-millions of fertile acres, in a high ſtate of 
cultivation, to ſupport the population of Great Britain. But it 
is more than probable that it actually requires 24 millions of 
acres, of the average quality of arable land; and allowing 5 
| Horſes to every 100 acres in cultivation, that gives of 


Horſes uſed in agriculture - - 1, 200, ooo 
Do kept for pleaſure, which pay tax — 214, ooo 
Do ſuppoſed not entered - - - 50,000 


Do Cavalry, including levies of all deſcriptions - $30,000 
Do poſting horſes, mail, and hackney coaches, colts 


and fillies, not taxed I EN - 250,000 
Do employed in the carriage of rude materials and 
manufactured commodities - 8 8 2 $6,009 
Total. SH06.000 


Suppoſing each han, on an average, to be fed 200 days in 
the ſtable, at 20 pounds hay and + pecks Scotch per day, equal 
Lis 
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to 4000 Ibs. of hay, and 56: 4 Wincheſter buſhels i in 200 days, 


but, with extra feeding, ſuppoſe 5 
60 buſhels, the produce f 1 | fertile acre 


4000 pounds of hay, or 354 wt. the produce of 1 fertile acre 
At paſture, 165 days, when he eats the graſs of 1 fertile acre 


A horſe therefore conſumes the produce of 2 fertile acres; 


ao 


and 2 millions of horſes will require 6 millions of fertile 


acres to maintain them. Upon this calculation, Great Bri- 


tam will conſume on horſes annually, 15 millions of quar- 
ters of grain, of which, about one million is now imported 
from foreign nations; beſides, the produce of 4 millions of 
acres of fertile land in hay and paſture. 


In the period from 1730, to 1750, when Great Britain was 
exporting the greateſt quantity of ſurplus corn, after ſupplying 
the inhabitants, the tunnage of her ſhipping amounted, upon 


an average of that period only to 475, 940 tuns, whereas it now 


amounts to near three times as much, being in the year 1792, 

1,396,003 tuns“. The revenue ariſing from the poſt- office in 
the year 1754 amounted to only L. 210,663: it was in 1793, 
L. 607,268 f; from which it may be ſafely inferred, that the in- 
ternal commerce of Grear Britain has been tripled fince the 
period that the largeſt quantity of ſurplus grain was exported ; 
the increaſe of wealth and luxury has alſo been very great, and 
if we allow that the number of horſes kept for pleaſure have 
increaſed in the ſame proportion, the additional numbers NOW. 
employed may be eſtimated thus.. 


* Vide Chalmers“ Eſtimate of Great Britain. - + Ibid... 
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Horſes kept at preſent for pleaſure - 264,000 
For the carriage of goods, &c. - 250,000 
For poſting, and for mail and hackney coaches 86,000 
| 600,000 
Deduct . in che former period — 200,000 


— — 


Increaſed number of horſes highly fd 400,0 


Allowing three acres of fertile land for the maintenance of each 
horſe, this addition to the number of horſes will withdraw 


1,200,000 acres of fertile land, from affording ſuſtenance to the 


inhabitants of Great Britain. Here alſo is ſufficient cauſe for 
a great deficiency in the production of corn; and when we al- 
ſo take into the account rhe amazing effect of an increaſe in the 


conſumption of animal food, we need not be ſurpriſed at the 


preſent ſcarcity of bread corn, nor: at the annual deficiency of 
one million of quarters of grain, when comparing the quantity 


now brought into the kingdom, with the quantity formerly 


_ exported, even although the population of the country had con- 
tinued the ſame, or had even. declined ; notwithſtanding the - 
induſtry and the capital of the cultivators of the ſoil have been 


greatly increaſed ſince the period when the large ſurplus quan- 
tity of corn was annually exported. 


The great increaſe of graſs land rapidly extending over the 
kingdom is obſerved by many of the agricultural reporters. 
I: ſhall, however, confine myſelf to one ſentence, taken from the 
improved report of the agriculture-of the county of Lancaſhire - 
** at. this period (179 5) the. diminution Y arable land. is likely to 
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become a ſerious calamity to the nation at large. It is not 
by giving an immenſe bounty on the importation of fo- 
reign corn, that the legiſlature of Great Britain will make up 
for the annual deficiency in the produce of grain; for what 
is this but reſorting to the weekly diſtribution of ancient 
Rome, under another form, to relieve the wants of the inhabi- 
tants. But it muſt be by removing every obſtruction to the 
extention of cultivation over the waſte lands, and every bar to 
the raiſing crops of corn, by the moſt productive modes of 
hnſbandry on the fields already improved. As alſo by adopt - 
ing every judicious regulation which will reduce the price of 
bread, and encourage the conſumption of vegetable food. To 
effect theſe deſirable objects, I hambly ſubmit the following re- 


gulations to the conſideration of the legiſlature, as the prin- 


ciples on which laws may be founded ; for encouraging agri- 
culture ; for promoting the intereſt of proprietors, cultivators, 


and manufacturers ; and finally for adding to the wealth, capi- 
tu, and reſources of the ſtate, 


Regulations for promoting the improvement of the Waſte Lands, for 
encouraging Agriculture, and for rendering the lands more Pro- 
duftive, which are already in a fit Aale for cultivation, 


17, A general law for dividing commons in England, a 
meaſure now under the conſideration of Parliament. 


3 24 By heightening che import rate of foreign oats, the crop 
which can be firſt raiſed to the greateſt advantage on Waſte 


Lands, in order to ſecure to the cultivators, a ſufficient return 


— 
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for the labour and capital employed. Vote. This regulation 
would operate as a tax on horſes, in favour of agriculture, by 
raiſing a little the price of oats, without materially increaſing 
the price of the food of the inhabitants. As the ſame advancce 


in luxury, which increaſes the conſumption of oats in the 


feeding of horſes, leſſens the conſumption of oatmeal as the 
food of man, by the gradval introduction of wheat as bread 
corn. The expence of cultivating Waſte Land, from the 
preſent high price of labour and every article of conſumption, 


muſt now be very great; and on the Waſte Lands in Scotland, 
and a great part of thoſe in England, it is by cultivating oats, 


that a great ſhare of the expence may be indemnified. 1 


 3dly, By a law for ſettling on the clergy a fixed revenue in 


corn, (as grain will always riſe in price with the increaſing de- 
mand for labour, in countries advancing in wealth and pro- 
ſperity under well regulated governments, and when ſtationary, 
it becomes the exact meaſure of the real value of every com- 
modity,) and freeing the cultivators from every ſpecies of tythe. 
Note. Whilſt tythes are drawn, cultivation can never be carried 
on with ſpirit, or approach towards perfection; and as the 
country advances in wealth, the paying of tythes will occaſion 
more land being withdrawn from raiſing corn, and will pre- 
vent old paſtures from being ploughed up for cropping, as it 
no requires greater capitals and exertions of {kill in the cul- 


tivators, to replace the rent, expence of cultivation, and profit 


on ſtock, than formerly. Therefore, tythes now fall more heavy 


on the induſtry of the huſbandman, and prove a greater check 


to his activity. 
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Aub, By a ſtatute to amend the poor laws in England, which 


prevent labourers, mechanics, and manufacturers, who can- 
not find employment in one pariſh, from removing to another, 


where they can get work, and burden the farmers with a 


variable arbitrary tax for their ſupport, to the number fre- 


quently in country pariſhes, of one half of the whole inhabitants, 
and to the amount perhaps of one half, or three fourths of their 
rent. Where is this evil to ſtop? farmers muſt diſcourage 
population, and turn their farms into graſs, out of fear of 
being ruined by poogs rates? The rent of land ought to be 


preciſely aſcertained, for tythes and poors rates operate, like 
the taille under the former government of France, and moſt 


materially diſcourage cultivation. 


5thly, A'tax on all lands held by farmers without a leaſe, or | 


any regulation that will encourage landlords to grant leaſes to 


their tenants ; otherwiſe, no ſpirited exertions in agriculture 
can be carried on in Britain: holding land from year to year 
may ſuit the cultivation of the vineyards in France, where 


only labour and a few ſorry tools are neceſſary, but is deſtruc- 


tive of good huſbandry in this e where a large capital 
muſt be inveſted in ann | 


— 


| Gthy, A tax on all lands occupied by tenants when reſtrict- 
ed from cultivation by the landlord. If the ſtate be in want 
of bread-corn, or any other production which the ſoil affords, 


che proprietor, who ties up the hands of his tenants from con- 


* Since mkies the above, the poor laws have been brought under the conſideration 
of Parliament. | 
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tributing a proportional relief, is- certainly no friend to his 
country. Nothing can be more abſurd than the modes of 
cropping preſcribed by ſome landlords to their tenants ; for 
| inſtance, obliging them to fallow their lands every third year, 
preventing them from ſubſtituting turnips in place of the fal- 
low; prohibiting them from planting potatoes, or from ſow- 
ing wheat, after peaſe and beans, reſtraining them from plow- 
ing hay or paſture lands*. Grant tenants leaſes for twenty years, 
and let all reſtrictions be aboliſhed, at leaſt till the laſt three or 
four years of the leaſe, allowing them to crop their farms in the 
manner moſt advantageous for their own and the public inte- 
reſt, Relieved from theſe fetters, they will give an advanced F 


* Mr Arthur Young. In his Tour through France, recommends the allowing the 
huſbandmen of that country unlimited power to ſow and plant what they pleaſe, 
upon the land they farm, in order to render the ſoil more productive, for ſupplying the 
inhabitants. In his Account of a Diſtri in Efſex, in the Annals of Agriculture, he 
fays, * While I was at Spain's Hall, Mr Ruggles offered to ſeveral neighbours a large 
field of ſtanding graſs, ready to mow for hay, part of it for 2gs. per acre, and part at 
* 35s. and was refuſed by all. The ground being excellently good, and the crop large, 


© I expreſſed my ſurpriſe at this, when I was aſſured ſheep would not pay for hay; that | 


© they would eat 2cs. a head in hay, and not be five ſhillings the better for it; that the 
* ſame remark is applicable to cows, which, will never, for any quantity, pay more 
© than 18. Gd. per cwt. z that there is not a meadow ſcarcely in the country, but would be 
* ploughed up, if the land'ords would allow it : whence it is ſufficiently plain, that they 
© efteemt corn to be vaſtly more advantageous than graſs, even on land that ſhews 
« ſinns of being ſingularly adapted to it.” Vide Annals of Ayriculture, vol. 18, p. 410. 


+ Ms Arthur Young ſhews the advanced rents that are given by tenants, when 
freed from reftriftions, even when purſuing the molt injudicious modes of cultiva- 
tion, in the following inſtance: After being pared and burned to ſow three 
ſucceſſive crops of white corn, in conſequence: of the benefits derived from the 


K k 
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LET. n. rent, agriculture will become more e and the ſtate 
—— Vin reap the benefit of their exertions. 


"x 2 
- 


Aridi for h 8 5 price of Bread, bad eren ing the con- 
e 4 V, La . 17 | r 


7 


** By. a KY the lowering che duty on beck or ale of a 
; certain. deſcription, to enable the labourer, manufacturer, and 


mechanic, to purchaſe a nouriſhing liquor at a moderate price, 
ſo as to encourage them to live more on bread and ale, and 


operation, is to rack and exhauſt the ſoil, and following theſe with rye graſs, 
* chiefly mowen the firſt year, and none that I ſaw cloſe fed, is to continue cropping, 
+. when the land moſt needs repoſe. If, therefore, the practice is really or eſſentially 
bad, or ruinous, as ſo many think it, here is one diſtrict in which it ſhould be found 
particularly ſo. But the facts I meet with will not juſtify ſuch a concluſion : The 
rents of the lands, thus tortured, have riſen in twenty years, from 50 to 100 per 
cent. The downs that were let at 2s. 6d. and 3s. an acre, are now at 5s. and 6s, 
- © Whatever the praQice may be, therefore, it cannot materially have hurt the land- 
lord, if it has, in any caſe, hurt him at all.” Annals of Agricul. vol. 23. p. 358. 
In this part of Scotland, where tenants hold their farms generally on leaſes for 19 
or 21 years, they have hitherto been ſeldom reſtricted from ſowing what they pleaſe, 
during the currency of their leaſes ; but this liberty, ſo far from leſſening the advanced 
rent given at the renewal of the leaſe, has certainly had the effect to raiſe it. Land 
| Here is higher rented than in England, in proportion to its quality. There has been 
lately given for a farm, on a leaſe for 21 years, L. 3 Sterling per Engliſh ſtatute 
acre, which was ſeverely cropped at pleaſure by the preceding tenant, and where no 
manure can be procured for putting it in order, but from the produce of the farm : 
Alſo, for another farm of 140 acres in the ſame fituation, only within reach of Edin- 
burgh dung, which, however, will coſt the tenant from L. 6 to L. y to manure an 
acre, there has been given of yearly rent L. 100 Sterling in money, 63 quarters of 
You 93 quarters of barley, and 10 5 quarters of oats, 
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leſs on butcher meat, as well as to diſcourage the pernicious 
_ uſe of ſpiritous liquors. 7 


2dly, By a law for regulating weights and meaſures, parti- 
cularly thoſe by which corn is ſold ; although this is one of 
the moſt important branches of police it is ſhamefully neglect- 
ed, owing to its being left to the management of incorporate 
bodies in towns. The corn meaſures are fraudulently increaſ- 
ed from time to time, and are all of them much larger than 
the ſtandard; the conſequence that follows is, that in fixing 
the price of bread by the aſſize, it is always rated and ſold at 
a higher price than the law allows in proportion to the real 
price of wheat by the Wincheſter buſhel. 


Zaly, By a law for regulating the aſſize of bread, after 
aſcertaining the exact quantity of flour produced from wheat 
of different weights, and the exact quantity of bread produced 
from'a given quantity of flour ; not by taking the opinion of 
corn factors, millers, or bakers, in a committee room of the 
Houſe of- Commons, but after a number of actual experi- 


ments, repeatedly. made by intelligent men not intereſted in 


the trade. 


* By the preſent mode of regulation, the law ſuppoſes a buſhel of wheat to weigh 
56 lbs. and to produce 42 lbs. of flour, only 3-4ths of the weight of the wheat. The 
law directs this flour to be divided in the bolting, into two equal parts, but of un- 
equal fineneſs ; of the fine half the wheaten bread is made, and of the coarſe; the 
houſehold : The law ſuppoſes, that there are only 12 quartern loaves made out of the 
produce of a buſhel of wheat; but from Sir George Young's experiments, made in 
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-athly and lift, By a law For regulating the allowance 'of 
millers; obliging them to grind for money, and return the 
weight of the grain in meal, after deducting the juſt propor- 
tion of waſte. I have frequently known. poor people take bread 


— / . b — N F 9 4 


the proceſs of manufacturing wheat into bread, it appears, that a buſhel of tythe 
wheat weighed 60 lbs. which produced 451bs. of flour of a medium finenefs, of which 


| Go lbs, of ſtandard wheateh bread was made, and alſo g lbs. of coarſe flour, of which 
- 13% Ibs. of bread was made, making in all 734 lbs. per buſhel : Whereas the law ſop- 


poſes there are only 52 Ibs. 2 0zs, made from the buſhel. ——But this experiment of 
Sir George Young only points out part of the evil ; it does not detect the frauds that 
are committed, wherever the aflize of bread is regulated by the current prices of 
wheat, from its produce in flour being divided into a larger portion of fine flour than 
the law directs. I once ſold a parcel of ae wheat, the produce of my own farm, the 
price of which was to be determined by the quantity of flour it produced. The return 
from the mill was 34 lbs. fine flour, and 20 Ibs. houſehold, per buſhel, in all 54 lbs. 
the exact quantity obtained by Sir George Young. Suppoſing the wheat to be ſold at 
108. 6d. per buſhel, including the allowance to the baker, it would produce, 


Of wheaten bread g quarterns at 18. - - L.o 9 © 
Ditto 4 twopenny loaves 35 - - "WM 
Of houſehold 5 quarterns at ge. - - 0-5 y* 
Ditto 3 twopenny loaves - = - — e 0 6 
EN Y 5 8 © 13 11 
uarterns wheaten at 18. | 
Legal allowance 15% dite houſchold at 9d. n N . 


Profit to the Baker L. o 3 5 
per buſhel over and above the legal allowance. This extra profit is calculated on the le- 
gal. eſtimation, that a fack of flour only produces 80 quartern loaves. But upon my 
enquiring ſome time ago, how much bread was made in London, from a given quan- 
tity of flour, at an intelligent young man, who' had the management of a bake- 
houſe in that city, he anſwered me, that his maſter never complained, when they 
made 86 quarterns out of the ſack. Upon comparing this quantity with the propor- 


- 
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corn to the mill, and get one fifth of the weight abſtracted 
by the miller for grinding. Note. The bill introduced ſome 
time ago by Sir Francis Baſſet, on this ſubject, ſeemed well 
calculated to remedy the complaints of the poor people, and 
encourage the conſumption of bread corn“. 


My Supplement to your late Father's Work is now finiſh- 
ed; in which I have ventured to ſuggeſt fuch farther re- 
gulations, as have occurred to me, to be neceſſary for im- 
proving the ſyſtem of our Corn Laws, and for rendering the 
produce equal to the increaſing conſumption of the kingdom. 
It was alſo my intention to develope the cauſes, which, in ad- 
dition to the errors in that ſyſtem, have, of late years, occaſioned 
a {ſcarcity of bread corn in Great Britain; and I have endeavour- 


ed to prove, that, in a country rapidly advancing in wealth and. 


refinement, the encouragement of Agriculture is not only ne- 
ceſſary for ſecuring the continuance of the national proſperity, 


tional weight of ſtandard bread, made from the weight of flour, in Sir George 
Young's experiment, I find them to correſpond exactly, calculating, therefore, the ac- 
tual produce of bread from the buſhel of my wheat, by the data in Sir George's ex- 


periment, the baker's profit on the buſhel amounted to 4s. 6d. over and above the 


legal allowance of 1s. 6d. and the value of the bran. 


* Since the above ſheet went to preſs, a bill has been brought into the Houſe of 
Commons, from the Committee on Corn, for regulating the nes to be taken by 


millers for FROG, &c, 
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r 
but is the only effectual means of promoting plenty, and of 
increaſing the power and reſources of the ſtate. 


If I have thrown any additional light on this important 
object, ſo-as to tend in the ſmalleſt degree to the advantage 
of my country, 'it will prove a ſufficient recompence to, 

My dear Sir, 


Your fincere Friend, 


- 


And obedient Servant, 
5 . 8 | : WM MackIt. 
To Lieutenant- Colonel Dirom, of 
Mount Annan, Edinburgh. 
N 
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AFPENDISL 


No I. 


THE Principle, upon which the Ancient Money of England, and 


of Scotland, is converted into the preſent Sterling Money, are 
briefly as follows: 


I. Tale or Denomination.” 


In England, and'in Scotland, at the time of the Conqueſt, there 
were twenty ſhillings in the Coinage pound of Silver; which con- 
tinued, with very little variation, in England, till the year 1347; 
and, in Scotland, till 1306: but now there are /ixty-?woo ſhillings 
in the Coinage pound of Silver in both kingdoms; ſo that L. 100, 


at that time, were equal to L. 310 of the preſent money, in point 
of tale or denomination. 


II. Intereſt, or Yearly Value. 


Prior to the fixteenth century, the intereſt or yearly value of 
money, in both England and Scotland, was about /ixteen per cent. 
but which is now reduced to five per cent. per annum. 


Ex AML. - Money being raiſed or reduced in value according 
to the yearly legal produce of it, L. 100, bearing intereſt at 10 per 
cent. is equal in value to L. 200, bearing only 5 per cent. and other 
ſums in proportion: So that L. 100 of ancient money, being equal 
in value to L. 310, in point of denomination only, and money be- 
ing now worth only. 5 per cent. per annum; therefore, the L. 310, 


with the intereſt at 16 per cent. was equal to L. 992 of the preſent 
money. 


The following Tables will ſhew the value of Money, at different 
periods, from the Conqueſt to the preſent time, both in England, 
and in Scotland; and, by them, the ancient Money. may be con- 
verted into the preſent Money, according to the variation in the 
tale or denomination ory; or, a", in proportion both to the tale 
and the rate of yearly intereſt of money, as done in this Work. 
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4 | | APPENDIX, No J. 


THE following Table contains an account of the price of Wheat, 


in England, with the value in the money of the times, and in the 
preſent money, calculated on the principles that have been ſtated, 


as far back as it can be obtained upon proper n that is 


from 1223, en to the year 1784. 


Prior to che year 1646, the prices have been taken from the 


collection of Biſhop Fleetwood, from the ſtatute books, and other 


authentic documents. 


From that period to the preſent time, we have certain and diſ- 
tin accounts of the price of Wheat; which, from 1646 to 1706, 
have been alſo taken from Biſhop Fleetwood's collection; and the 
Biſhop has informed us, that Py were collected from the audit 
den of Eton College *. 


From 1706 to 1770 incluſive, the prices have been likewiſe ex- 
tracted from the audit books of the ſame College; and the account 
is certified by Dr Roberts, the preſent Provoſt of the College. 


Theſe prices ſhew the rates at the market of Windſor, which de- 
termine the ſum, or converſion in money, to be paid for Wheat 
to Eton College; they are made up twice in che year, at Lady-day 
and Michaelmas, and being joined, the medium is taken. 


The Wheat payable to Eton College is of the beſt kind, and nine 


buſhels are payable for the quarter; fo that theſe prices muſt be 


higher than the general run of the markets of England. 


From 1771 to 1784 incluſive, the prices of Wheat are taken from 
the Corn regiſter eſtabliſhed by law; and the account of them is at- 


teſted by Mr Cather wood. 


wy Chron. præt. p. 101. 


\ - 


TABLE of the Price of a Quarter of Wheat, in the money of the time, and in 
the preſent money, from the year 1223 to 1784. 


——_—_—»Ho—_ 


Changes in nno 5 Account of the price of the Qua in, d Money 9/5 Preſent 
value 2 Dom Anno Regis, 4 at mak Ser og 5 2 4 ex., 
1223] 8 Hen. 3 Price of the quarter of wheat — _ oO 12 ol 5 19 © 

1237 22 Hen. 3 Price of ditto — — — 6 8 4 © 79 1 

1243] 28 Hen. 3 Price of ditto — — — — 9 2 © © 19 19 

1244! 29 Hen, 3 Price of ditto — — — o 2 ©| © 19 10 

12460 31 Hen, 3 Price of ditto — — — o 16 7 18 9 

1247] 32 Hen. 3 Price of ditto — — awnich o Ig. 46 12 3 

1257] 42 Hen. 3 Price of ditto oo — — F o 9 9 18 5 

1279 43 Hen. 3 Price of ditto — — — 9 16 7 18 9 

1270! 55 Hen. 3 Price of ditto — — — 1 6 7 12 4 

* 14 Edw. 1 Price of ditto — nne 

Price of ditto in the end of the ſame year . — 9 16 of 7 18 9 

128% 15 Edw. x [Price of ditto — — 9 3 4 113 TI 

12880 16 Edw. 1 Price of ditto — — 5 £ 60 14 11 

1289] 17 Edw. 1 Price of ditto — — — 9 6 of 2 19 6 

12900 18 Edw. x Price of ditto — — — 9 16 9 7 18 9 

1294] 22 Edw. 1 Price of ditto — — — 916 9 7 18 9 

< 1302} 30 Edw. 1 Price of ditto — — 9 4 oy 8 

t zog 3 Edw. 2 Price of ditto nne 

1315 9 Edw. 2 Price of ditto—a great famine began this year 0 Oo 9 49 5 

1316| 10 Edw. 2 Price of ditto—famine K 1 12 ofi5 17 5 

1317 11 Edw. 2 Price of ditto before harveſt amine — 2 4 021 16 6 

| after harveſt — — 8 

1336 10 Edw, 3 Price of ditto — o 2 ol 0 19 10 

133$| 12 Edw. 3|Price of ditto — 64 8-24-33. 6 

1339] 13 Edw. 3 Price of ditto — — „Ü 4-4 

Change in the tale 346 20 Edw. 3 Price of ditto — — 638 2 
of money in 1347]x 349 23 7 wh 3 _ — ditto — — 2 el 
13510 25 Edw. 3 Price of ditto — — o 6 8] 2 18 10 

Tan 2 8 Edw. 3 Price of ditto — — — x 6 8jzo 11 6 
1363 37 Edw. 3 Price of ditto —u — — jo 15. of 5 18 11 

1369 43 Edw. 3 Price of ditto — 1 4 ol 9.10 4 

137 — Price of ditto — — — o.:4. o © 12:9 

138 — Price of ditto — — p 2 c| © 15 10 

139 — rice of ditto — — tin 0 

1401 — Price of ditto — — o 16 <c| 6 IL 

1407 — Price of dito x — r x 

Change of the taleſt 41 — Price of ditto — — g'20--o 6. 6 11 
in 1422 1423] 2 Hen. 6 Price of ditto — — 9 8 9 1 2 107 
1425] 4 Hen. 6 Price of ditto — 4 of 1 5 

L434] 13 Hen. 6 Price of ditto — r 6 8 8 3 

1435 14 Hen. 6 Price of ditto 8 3 

1436] 15 Hen. 6 Exportation, when the price of wheat did not exceedo 6 E| 2 I 

1439] 18 Hen, 6 Price of ditto | = WY 463 3 

1440] 19 Hen, 6 [Price of ditto 0 8 

1444] 23 Hen. 6 Price of ditto 44 4-1 8 

1445] 24 Hen. 6 Price of ditto . 9 
1447] 26 Hen. 6 Price of ditto 5 02 104 

14480 27 Hen. 6 Price of ditto 5-0-8]. 2 1 
1449 28 Hen, 6 Price of ditto $56. 02 o; 


6 


— * 


8 


APPENDIX, No 1. 


* 


Price of the quarter of wheat 
Price of ditto 


| — — m_ Anno Regis. Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England. 
1451130 Hen. 6|Price of the quarter of wheat 
145332 Hen. C Price of ditto — N — 
1455/34 Hen. 6|Price of ditto — — 
1457/36 Hen. 6Price of ditto — — 
| 1459/38 Hen. 6/Price of ditto . — 
Change of the tale 460039 Hen. 6Price of ditto + — — 
2 1463] 3 Edw. 4[mportation, when the price of wheat came to 
| | Price of the quarter of wheat at London — 
| | 7 in Norfolk — 
1464 4 Edw. 4|Price of the quarter of wheat — 
1486] 3 Hen. Price of ditto — — 
1491 8 Hen. Price of ditto — — 
1494|itz Hen. Price of ditto — | — 
149 ff Hen. Price of ditto — — 2 
1497114 Hen. Price of ditto — — — 
change of Intereſtſi 499 Hen. Price of ditto — — 3 
and tale in 1509 ft 504/20 Hen. 7Price of ditto — — — — 
Change in the tale 5 1ſt 3 Hen. 8 Price of ditto — — 
Change "Toteren/2.5.51] 5 Edw. 6Price of ditto — — 
in 1547 1553] 1 Mary Price of ditto — — — 
e & 2 P. & M. Price of ditto — — 
r 5 5 5 & 3 P. & M. Price of ditto — 
15 5603 & 4 P. & M. Price of ditto 
15574 & 5 P. n rice of ditto, in the ſpring — — 
Price the ſame year, before harveſt 
| he ſame year, in London, after harveſt So 
| and in the country — 
Enz. price of the quarter of wheat — — 
7 Eliz. Price of ditto — 
Change of Intereſt i Price of ditto 8 a 
— Price of ditto — 
Price of ditto — | 
Price of ditto in the great dearth at London 
the ſame year, after harveſt — 
Price of ditto 
Exportation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
Price of the quarter of wheat — — 
Price of ditto n 
Price of ditto — — — 
Price of ditto — — 
Change of tale the ſame year, after harveſt — 
Fog Ex portation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
change of Intereſtſi 623021 Ex portation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
in 3625 cportation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 


Price of ditto oi i ES 
Price of ditto  — chew W 
Price of ditto — 2 e 
Average of thoſe Wy * — — 
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* 


_— — 


value of money, Anno) Anno Regis. Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England, 
Change of Intereſt|x651 — rice of the quarter of wheat — — 
this year. 65 — rice of ditto — — — 
165 — rice of ditto — — — 
1654 — rice of ditto — — 
165 5 — rice of ditto — — 
165 — rice of ditto — — 
1657 — rice of ditto — — — 
165 — rice of ditto — 8 
165 — rice of ditto * —2 — 
1660012 Chas, Price of ditto — 
; Average of the laſt 1o years —— — 
1660 — Exportation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
Importation, when the quarter of wheat did exceed 
1661 — Price of the quarter of wheat — — 
1662 — Price of ditto 
t663 — Price of ditto — — — 
Exportation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
Importation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
1664 — Price of the quarter of wheat 
1665 — Price of ditto — 
1666 — rice of ditto — — 
1667 — Price of ditto — — 
1668 — rice of ditto — — 
1669 — rice of ditto — —— 
1670 — Price of ditto — ai 
Average of the laſt 10 years _ 
[mportation, when the quarter of wheat did exceed 
1671 — rice of the quarter of wheat — 
1672 — rice of ditto — — — 
1673 — rice of ditto — — * 
1674 — Price of ditto — _ — 
1675 — rice of ditto — — we 
1676 — Price of ditto — — 
1677 — rice of ditto — — 
1678 — rice of ditto — — 
1679 — Price of ditto — 3 gs 
1680 — Price of ditto — — 
TEL Average of theſe 10 years — — 
1681 — Price of the quarter of wheat = — mah 
1682 — Price of ditto — | — 
1683 — Price of ditto — — 
1684 — Price of ditto — 1 
1685] 1 James 2 Price of ditto — — 
— — Price of ditto — FREIE — 
1687 Price of ditto — 
1688 x W. & M. Price of ditto — 
Exportation, when the quarter of wheat did not exceed 
1689 — Price of the quarter of wheat 
wid Price of ditto — 


Average of the laſt 10 years 
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„ In oo 2 Ny I | Money of | Preſent 
Cha in the Anno 11 : | 
valde of thoaey: Dom.] Anno Regis. Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England. 2 * . 
a 169104 W. & M. Price of the quarter of wheat — 14 0 10 
Price of ditt — 16 


Price of ditto. - 
Price. of ditto 
Price of ditto 


— 
99222 


1 
16 


L 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Price of ditto 3 

Price of ditto 3 

Price of ditto 3 

Price of ditto _ 2 
Average of theſe ro years — — 2 16 1 

_ 1 

I 

1 

2 

1 

I 

I 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 
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Price of the quarter of wheat 


iin eee 


2 
2 
4 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
2 
3 
— 17 8 38 
Price of ditto — — 9 6 I 33 
Price of ditto — 16 of 2 3 2 
Price of ditto — — 06a 15-10 
. Price of ditto — — 10 of 1 16 o 
Price of ditto — — 6: 0f x22 '3 
Price of ditto — — 8 6| 1 14 2 
Price of ditto — — — x 62 9 10 
Price of ditto — — 18 6] 4 14 2 
Price of ditto- — — 41 7 
Average of theſe 10 years — — 3 2| 2 11 10 
171 — rice of the quarter of wheat — — 14 of 3 4 10 
171 — Price of ditto | — 8 42 15 7 
1713 — Price of ditto — — n 2 
Change this year 1514 1 Go. 1 Price of ditto — — — | 2.10 4 
of intereſt & tale. 171 — Price of ditto — — — 2 3 ⸗ 
171 — Price of ditto — —— — — 2 8 © 
171 . Price of ditto — — — — 25 6 
171 — Price of ditto — — — | I 18 10 
171 SES Price of ditto — — — I 14 97 
1720 — Price of ditto — — 117 © 
Average of the laſt 10 years —— — — 12 4 104 
1721 img Price of the quarter of wheat — — wee 10. 19- 6 
1722 — fcc of ditto - — — 1 16 O- 
1723 — rice of ditto — — — | 1 14 9 
1724 — rice of ditto — —ʃ— — | 117 © 
1725 — rice of ditto! — — — = 1% 6 
172 —_ Pref ditto”: — * — 2 6 © 
1727] 1 Geo. 2 Price of ditto- — — 2 0 
172 — Price of ditto — — | — 1214 6 
£72 — rice of ditto — —— — 2 7 6 
| . . 
4730 — rice of ditto — — — 1 16 6 
Average of theſe 10 „ars — — -— 2 2 0 
1731 — Price of the quarter of wheat — ks 1 3-33. © 
£732 — Price of ditto — — — 1 6 9 
1733 — Price of ditto — — „ -S$.. 4 
1734 — Price of ditto — — — 117 9 
E730 —  Priceof dito —d — — 12 3 2 
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9 
VA wages, Dom. Anno Regis. Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England. 5) hg 
3 ö PINE * 2 5 8 d. 
1736 10 Geo. 2 Price of the quarter of wheat — Oo 4 
1737 _ Price of ditto . — 4 17 6 
173880 — Price of ditto — — 1 
1739 — rice of ditto — — £27. 6 
1740 — Price of ditto — : — e 
| Average-of theſe 10 years — x. xy 6 
1741 — Price of the quatter of wheat — 0 
1742 — Price of ditto | — I I2 11 
1743 — "rice of ditto — — . 
11744 — Price of ditto — — 1 411 
11745 — Price of ditto — . — 0 
1746 — Price of ditto — — I 19 
1747 — Price of ditto — — 1 14 10 
11748 — Price of ditto — —— 147 8 
1749 — Price of ditto — — 1 17 © 
1750 — rice of ditto — — 1 | 
| Average of the laſt 10 years \ — — 1 13 8 i 
1751 — Price of the quarter of wheat —— x 18 5 1 
1752 — Price of ditto — 1 18 | 
11753 — Price of ditto — — 4 83 N 
1754 — Price of ditto — — 114 9 ö 
1755 — Price of ditto — — 1 x 
1756 — Price of dittod hes $8: 4 ; 
1757 — rice of ditto — — 18 0 
1758 . Price of ditto — | — F 10 0 
17 59 — Price of ditto „ — — 19 10 ö 
1760] 1 Geo, 3 Price of ditto — 16 6 4 
Average of theſe 10 years — 1 
1761 wales Price of the-quarter of wheat — 10 3 
1762 A Price of ditto — — 19 0 
1763 — Price of ditto — — o 9 
1764 nid Price of ditto — — 6 9 
1765 51 Price of ditto — — 12 14 © 
1766 — Price of ditto — — 3 
1767 2 Price of ditto — Jo 4 6 1 
1768 — Price of ditto ; — — 1 . 
1769 — Price of ditto — — N 1 
1770 — Price of ditto — 9 © 
Average of theſe 10 years — — 39 
1771 — Price of the quarter of wheat — — 7 2 
1772 — Price of ditto - 10 8 
1573 as Price of ditto | 11 0 
xportation, when the quarter of wheat was under 4 © 
. mportation, when the quarter of wheat is at or above 8 o 
1774 — Price of the quarter of wheat. — 13 
1775 * Price of ditto — 8 4 : 
11776 ms Price of ditto — _ — 1 4: 
1777 wks Price of ditto — — 4 6 
1778 — Price of ditto — — 2 8 
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Changes in the Anno ER BE 06. 
rakes of ave; Ran Anno Regis. Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England. 
7 1779 19 Geo. 3 Price of the quarter of wheat — — 

1780 — Price of ditto | — 
Average of the laſt zo years — — 
1782 — Price of the quarter of wheat — — 
1782 — Price of ditto — — 
1783 — Price of ditto — — 
1584 — Price of ditto — — 
* 
| N 
8 % 
* | a f 


Sterling 

money. 
Rs d. 
£29 +8 
IT I5 8 
iy: 
2 4 8 
2 7 10 
2 12 8 
2 8 10 
-2. 4 


1 


An ACCOUNT of the Exportation and Importation of Grain, from 
and to Great Britain, from the year 1697 to the year 1784 *. 


* The Author mentions, in the memorandum which he left along with his Manuſcripts, that the 
accounts of Export and Import were made up from other documents, before he got the neceſſary 
vouchers from the Cuſtom-houſes of London and Edinburgh; and, although the difference be not 


material, he meant to have reformed them, according to the Cuſtom-houſe vouchers, if he had kept 
his health. Ed. 


APPENDIX, No Ul. 17 


Exported Imported 
Years. | ; ENGLAND ALONE. Quarters. Quarters. 
C pe pathkg Wa TO opp 
16 Barley and Malt — — 84,6066 2I1 
97 dogs Oats and Oatmeal — 295 1 
Rye — — 2,596] — 
102,25 5 25h 
Wheat and Flour — — 6,886) 1 ,689 
Barley and Malt — — 77.575 150 
1698 E Oats and Oatmeal — 172 520 
Rye — — , | I,343 3.622 
85,976 5,981 
Wheat and Flour — — 557 4386 
6 Barley and Malt _ — 135586 — | 
PREP | 7 5 Oats and Oatmeal — 302 15280 
| Rye — — ‚ 405 35⁰ 
; 2,850 2,116 
Wheat and Flour. — — 49,057 5 
a N Barley and Malt — — 63,468 — | 
$790 TI: Oats and Oatmeal — 391 234 
Rye — — 297,231 — m 
140,147 239 
(Wheat and Flour — — 98,324 1 
1 Barley and Malt — — 72,400 — 
TTY Fs Oats and Oatmeal — 286 20 
Rye — — 43,917 — 
214,927 21 
. Wheat and Flour — — 90,230 — 
b Barley and Malt — — 88,137] — 
18 9 5 Oats and Oarmeal — — 90 1 
ye — — 51,710 
| 230,167 L 
Wheat and Flour — — 106,615 50 
| Barley and Malt — — | 194,815 — 
1703 25 Oats and Oatmeal — — 80 2 
Rye — — 58,439] — 
360, o28 52 


* 
1 - = 2 
2 AAA ———_—— > 
| __ 2 — 2 — - — 
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12 | 
| | wn Exported l Imported 
Years. ENGLAND ALONE. | Quarters. | Quarters. 
258 ö Wheat and Flour — — 90,314 2]. 
1 Barley and Malt — — 133,603 — 
1 rn Oats and Oatmeal — — 49820 — 
| Rye — — 29,285 _ 
| | 253,422 w 2 
At - Wheat and Fou. 96,185 — 
Barley and Malt — — 158,783] — 
1703 IF . Oats and Oatmeal — — 100 — 
8 Rye — — 24,000 — 
| 279,128 _ 
. Wheat and Flour — — 188,332 9 77 
Jus Barley and Malt — — I 51,306 — 
of 8 Oats and Oatmea! — — 62 579] 
| "xp — — 49,892 — 
| . | 389,592 656 
5 : Wheat and Flour — — 74,155 _ 
1 Barley and Malt — — 115,924 — 
2 rei Oats and Oatmeal — — 104 12 
5 85 — — 344032 _ 
, . | 224,215 , 12 
| ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND. | 
Wheat and Flour — — 83,406 86 
Barley and Malt — — 127,727 8 | 
£708 | England—+ Q,. and Oatmeal — =— 2 68 N 
| : Rye — — | 4,720 gh 
| Wheat and Flour — | 563 8 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and 4 Malt 16,263 hs 
1708 Scotland & Oatmeal — — — 6,099 Ig 
| Rye — — 12 — 
| Hulled Barley — — — 30 
N 238,8 580 186 
| | Wheat and Flour — — . 169,680] _ | 155% 
| Barley and Malt — — 180,447 606 
| 1709 | England— Oats and Oatmeal — — : 38 I 
N Rye —— * 166,513 2 
| | 516,678 


Carried forward 
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L3 
Exported Imported | 
Years. GREAT BRITAIN. | Quarters. Quarters. 
Brought forward — — — 516,67 8 2,159 
Wheat and Flour — 1,938 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt I 5,200 — 
1709 Scotland A Oats and Oatmeal — — 2,78 5 — 
| Rye pike 8 . 
Hulled- Barley — . kde EW. | 
536,607], 2,232 
1 1 Wheat and Flour — — 13,924 400 
f Barley and Malt — — 85,275 576 
$7201 F te and Oatmeal — — 125 253 
| Rye — — I2,210 — 
; Wheat and Flour — | 2,683 — | 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and AJ Malt 75,569 — 
1710 [Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — — 689 4 
Rye — 4 210 | 
1 Hulled Barley — — * 31 
— —-— — ä — 
122, 502 1,260 
(Wheat and Flour — =— 76,949 — | 
I * Barley and Malt — — 148,389 — 
2 Ns Oats and Oatmeal — — 321 — 
Re — — 37-957] — | 
* Wheat and Flour — 3-992] —— | 
Bear, Barley, Barley Meal, and A Malt 26,990 — 
171 Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — — 8,595 — | 
Rye — — — — — 
1 * 0 
303. 199 19] 
Wheat and Flour — — 1457191 295 
3 Barley and Malt — — 211,463 Rs 
TAS} England Oats 4 Oatmeal * 304 = 
Rye l no * 17,735 — 
Wheat and Flour — 3,348 — 
Beer, Beer Meal, Barley, and Malt 36,875 I 
1712 | Scotland— Oats and Oatmeal — — 6,08 3 — 
Rye — — 83 — |, 
| ; 421,082 il 


—_— 


> — No II. 


; ; 75 5 N Exported | Imported 
Years, | GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters. Quarters 
5 : Wheat and — . | of Sag SB by 
124 Barley and Malt — — 270,51 —— 
b [i FS | England— 165 and Oatmeal — — 1,3766 — 
; 8 Rye — — | 38,62 — 
| Wheat and Flour — _ 357414 — 
„ Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 37-867 — 
1513 | Scotland— 5 Oats and Oatmeal — — | 8,058 — 
— | : | Rye | — 266 — 
N Peaſe — Beans — — 72 — 
- : 536,752 — 
Wheat and Flour — — | . 16 
Barley and Malt — — 238,855 — | 
z714 | England— Oats * Oatmeal — — |. I29 21 
| Rye — — 20,455 — 
| Wheat and Flour — * 5,844 — 
| Beer, Barley Parley Meal, and 7 Malt 34,254 — 
714 Scotland 1 and Oatmeal Ea — 7,140 — 
| ' Rye 27 25 Oy 23 Tx 
| 0 . — | 
8 s | 481,521 37 a 0 
| Wheat and Flour — . — 166,490| — 
| Barley and Malt — — 108, 445 — 
1715 2 Oats and Oatmeal — — 304 — 
Rye OO 31,161 — 
Wheat and Flour — 6,747 — 
8 Beer, Barley —— . and 4 Malt 28,851 — 
52726 Senn. Oats and Oatmeal : — 7342 3], — 
f — 2 DES * 
349,516 — | 
"FOR Wheat and Fou... 74,926] 5 
1% . J Barley and Malt — EE 241,474 aw 
1716 England— Oats and Oatmeal — — 7 20 — 
| Rye —_ 40,123 — | 
| [Wheat and Flour — — 950] — 
| Beer, Beer Meal, Barley, and = lt |} 33,388 — 
1716 Scotland Oats and Oatmeal 3 1177 14 — 
| Rye — — 1111 
. | | 404,865 — 
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I 5 
15 PLE? [ Exported Imported 
GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters. Quarters. 
{Wheat and Flour — — 22,9 54 25 
Barley and Malt — — 269,519 — 
England Oats and Oatmeal — — 2 404 62 
Rye — — 23,032 — 
Wheat and Flour — 2, 3] — 
8 Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 38,019 — 
71 7 Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 8,850 — 
OE Rye — 456 — 
Peaſe and Beans — 327 . 
5 ' 366,244]. 62] 
eat and Flour — = 71,800 * 
* Barley and Malt — — 374, 273 — 
1718 regs and Oatmeal — 869 21 
— 5 5 — — 49,417 — 
Wheat and Flour — 2,581 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 545126 — 
1718 | Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 14,010 5 
Rye — — 306 — 
8 567,382 1 
[Wheat and Flour — 127,762 20 
Barley and Malt — — 357,148 — 
EI EP Ehn Oats and Oatmeal — 219 300 
Rye — _ 4 5,502 — 
Wheat and Flour 2,77 I — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 49,970 — 
* Scotland Oats and Oatmeal | — — 11,763 — 
Aye — — 187 i 
- 605,322 320 
* f Wheat and Flour — — 83,084 . 
| | Barley and Malt — — 258,016 
1720 | England — 2 and Oatmeal — — 3747 i 
Rye — — — 49,241 
[Wheat and Flour — — 1,259 
Fe FS | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, agd Malt 43,838 
1720 eee Oatmeal — — 16,788 
RyC 88 353 


456,050 
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f 4 5 Exported 3 „ 
Vears. GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters. Quarters, - 
—T__———_—_— — xngrommenn— — — — — 
| | Wheat and Flour — _— 81,632 — 
| ] Barley and Malt — — 350,551 445 
71 | England — E and Oatmeal — g 57 | = EEE 
5 _ | 69,698 — 
| | Wn and . — N 1,116 1 
4 Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Male 45,726 — 
1721 [Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 13,535 — 
| Rye — 802 — 
{Peaſe and Beans — 50 — 1. 
| | 563,688 445 
a Wheat and Flour ks — 178,880 Bus 
| Barley and Malt — | 404,257 — 
42722 * Oats and Oatmeall — ; 324 — 
| CRye — 1 4579] — 
Wheat and Flour — | 35 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 22,258] — 
1722 Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 53905 — 
up — 233. — 
Peaſe and Beans — — I 
654,471 I 
I Wheat and Flour — = I 57,720 A 
2 Barley and Malt — — 350,853 _ 
723 | England— Oats and Oatmeal . — : 542 112 
| Rye — — 12,738 — 
E a Wheat and Flour  =— 362 — 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and — 33425 — 
| 1723 Scotland * and Oatmeal — 626 — 
Peaſe and | Beans — — . 150 
7 526,26 262 
Wheat and Flour — 245,865 148 
— Barley and Malt — m — — 252,194 
. —— Rye and Oatmeal — 5 516 61, 630 
— 235441 FEES 
"Wheat and Flour 1,297 — 
| ane, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 2,004 10 
1724 2322 Ros and Oatmeal — 6217 — 
þ — ; 9 — 
Pet Beans, and Buck Wheat — 10 
| 525994] 62,798 
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1 | Exported e. 
Years. GREAT BRITAIN. + | Quarters, Quarters, 
Wheat and Flour — 204.41 3 12 
era Barley and Malt — — 307, 808 — 
1725 England— _ and Oatmeal — 1,447 2,152 
5 ** —— 20,540 2 | 
heat and Flour” _ 6,762 — 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 27.943 is” 
Oats and Oatmeal __— 5986 — | 
| Rye - — 332 win 
| Peaſe and Beans — 1 23 
1 n TRE 
$78,232 2,187 
Wheat and Flour — 142,183 — 
Barley and Malt — 355 943 — 
1726 | England— Oats and Oatmeal — 1,413 20 
0 - — — 18,835 _ 
Wheat and Flour => 1,443] — 
Beer, Barley, Barley I, and Malt 30, 795 — 
1726 f. and Oatmeal — 3.722 — 
Rye _ 1 > 1,335 = 
555.669 20 
Wheat and Flour — 30, 315 — 
Barley and Malt 3 250,117 1oo 
1727 -le and Oatmeal — a0 % 12 
| | ad 9,269 — 
C Wheat and Flour — 715 — 
7 Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 50, 082 3 
1727 | Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 75,042 I 
| Rye — 435 — 
Peaſe, Beans, and Peaſe Meal 1 ah 
359,083 117 
| Wheat and Flour — 3.817 74.574 
Barley and Malt — — 195,539 11,745 
1728 be and Oatmeal — 1,383 70,070 
Rye — 14 42, 206 
Wheat and Four N 118 * 
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 16,547 — 
1728 | Scotland— Oats and Oatmeal — 1371 — 
Peaſe and Beans — I — 
219,64 198,595 


4 I 
1 18 APPENDIX; No 11. 
. ene e 8 RRR 
ener rn. e Iaponet | 
| — a — — — 
| Wheat and nd Flour we 1 138.99 40, 31 5 
3 Ai | Batley and Matt — 135,39 17,202 
= 4} 7729 England— 72 and Oatmeal — 25 541 184,09 
| 0 1,46 I 32,04 
1 5 Wheat and Flour | 4 » — " — 
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal 4 alt 9,177 — 
| 1729 | Scotland— — Oatmeal e p 6,36 mi 
| * — 1 — | 
174459] 373.655 
| = Wheat and 4 N 5 93.971 | 7 
Barley and Malt — — 194,42 38 
1730 England Ons — Oatmeal — i 3 95,14 
| — : 12,394 — 
| Wheat and Flour | 55 — 
EP Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 23,882 winds | 
| 1730 | Scotland— "a — | 523 5 — 
| ye wa / I — 
| - Peaſe, Beans, and Buck Wheat ——t— | 2 
4 8 | | 337,312 95.61 
| | Wheat and ' ary — 130, 028 4 
IJ Barley and Malt — — 1 191,26 80 
1731 England) Oats and O atme! : "1,80 15 93 
| Rye |; — — f 21,09 — 
| eat and Flour — | 625 — 
1 | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt | 19,95) — 
1731 | Scotland K and Oatmeal — 56 — 
| | — N 30 — 
E and Beans — 20 — 
8 . a | | 367,078 19, 400 
| | Wheat and _ _ © 202,05 a 
| | Barley and Malt — — 174,95 * 
273 55 and Oatmeal — 7 195 12,04 
| * — 185,53 — 
I eat and Flour — 55 — 
NFL > Beer, Barley, Barle Meal, and Mal: 16,6333 — 
; 1732 Scotland— Oa ts and ma 4 — | . — — 
Te | | Rye " — 4 4 — 
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. [ 
| Years, | GREAT BRITAIN. —— Quarters. 
ae VR: * 
| Wheat and Flour — — 427,19 7 
Barley and Malt — — 440.713 — 
1733 — 1 and Oatmeal — — 1,487 
FI” 28,1 5 5 — 
Wheat and Flour * — TRE 20 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 18,34 — 
1733] Scotland — Oats and Oatmeal . 2,631 — 
Rye — 377] — 
719,11 16 | 
Wheat and Flour. — — 408, 197 7 
5 Barley and Malt — — 03,34 I 
| £734 | England— 1 and Oatmeal — : 3,03 
Wh Ky „ 
eat and Flour — 550 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 27,864 — 
1734 Scotland— Oats and Oatmeal — 5.570 — | 
Rye — — 2533 — 
Duck Wheat and Peaſe — — 2 
| 
| 759855 19 
| eat and Flour — I 53,344 
Barley and Malt _ — 277,302 — 
2735 England— Oats and Oatmeal _ | 1,9210 6,43 
| Rye — | — 1,330 — 
Wheat and Flour — 1,9306 — 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Wale 26,991 — 
1735 —— Oats and Oatmeal — 27,841 — 
| Rye — — 203 — 
(Peaſe and Buck Wheat — — 1 
| 490,868 6,44 
Wheat and Flour o — — 118,171 17 
J Barley and Malt — 199, 463 — 
1736 England i= and Oatmeal — — * 2068 
— — — I 3221 — | 
heat and Flour — — 47 I 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 23,091 — 
1736 . Oats and Oatmeal — — 16,618 — 
| rr Rye — — 90 a 
Peaſe and Beans — a — 
359,898 286 


C 2 
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| GREAT BRITAIN. A Quarters. | Quarters. | 
Wheat and Flour — * | h 461,602 o 54 
Barley and Malt — — | 1273 — 
| England— 2 and Oatmeal — — I, 22 "3" 0 
Rye — — | 7,84 — 
| "Wheat and Flour — 4,469 — 
: | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Mate 18, 160 9 
Scotland 275 and Oatmeall — 2,72 3 
2 £4 a 4 en 1 
. LP and Buck Wheat _ — | 2 
; 624,1 42 
Wheat and Flour — — 380, 597 Ul 
Barley and Malt — — 1 259,29 1 
23 380 and Oatmeall— — 1,77 21 
Wheat and Flour — , 7,687 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and a Malt 3235392 
8 Ne and Oatmeal $,44 —_ 
— ; 10 — 
| Back Wheat | — BAY 6. — 
| 923.469 | 29 
Es, eee = 
arley a t — — 246,324 — 
| | 175 and Oatmeal — —_—_y 1711 3 
_—_—_ 29,791 — 14 
550 and Flour — 1 — 
„Barley, Barley Meal, and d Male 24,685 16 
Scotland— _ and Oatmeal ©; 7,927 — 
Je __ 503 —__ 
. Peaſe, Beans, and Buck Wheat : — WR 
Wheat and Flour — ks { 54,391 5.469 
Barley and Malt — — 169, 56 "og 
Pagland— — and Oatmeal — | 3235 1,333 
> ods ann "oF 5 2 ” 
Beer, Barley, Barley mon, and Male 9,42 « 120 
Seo —4 and Oatmeal Pp | 831 513]. 
Peas Beans, and Buck Whea | — © a 
14 | 2 
| 243,762 8,5530 
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No II. 21 
f Exported ——— 
Years. GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters, Quarters. 
wy Wheat and Flour. — — 457417 7.54⁰ 
| Barley and Malt — — 129 972 15 132 
1741 155 and Oatmeal — 15167 84.842 
F — — 7,622 11,012 
| heat and Flour — — — 
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Mat 23 374 
1741 Scotland ray and Oatmeal — 255 35,722 
2 | ye — | — — 
þ . Peaſe, Beans, and Indian C Corn —— 3.835 
ö bs 
| 184,396 158.437 
| "Wheat and Flour — — 2 293,260 1 
Barley and Malt: — ] 201,008 _ 
1742 England— —4 and Oatmeal — 1300 25 
| — — 63.272 — 
Wheat and Flour — — 2,438 — 
f £ | ww Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 31,337 _— 
1742 Scotland 5 Oats and Oatmeal — 7,238, — 
| Rye p 354 3 
8 Peaſe, Beans, and Buck Wheat - 10 1 
| | 600,297 2 761 | 
-Wheat and Flour — 371,431 3 
Barley and Malt m_ 254,213 a, 
1743 | England— Oats and Oatmeal — 1,882 I F 
| Rye — — 88,273 — 
| | Wheat and Flour 4,548 — 
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt 39,77 TR 
| 1743 Scotland —_ and Oarmeal — — 13,988 als 
ye — 4 361 — 
5 ñPeaſe, Beans, and Buck Wheat F 50 8 
| — | 
| 774,524 24 
a | | 
| eat and Wour — — 231,985 2 
| | Barley and Malt. — — F _— 
1744 England— Oats and Oatmeal — — 9 68 
p eat and Flour — — 2,2 quis 
| 0 rs | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 38,08 — | 
1944 ure Roe and Oatmeal — — 7,534 — 
1 3 — 98 — 
Peaſe and Buck Wheat * S | 
$96,075 75] 


. 


A PPE N DIX, No IL 
a 1 Þ * bats Exported | Imported | 
Years. GREAT BRITAIN. 1 2 Quarters. Quarters. 
| [Wheat and Flour ih EY 324,84 " 
Barley and Malt — — 3155234 — 
1745 England— 2 and Oatmeal — 94779 
— — 33.96 — 
eat and Flour — — 50 — 
| Beer, Barley, and Malt — 21,84 — 
1745 Scotland— Oats and Oatmeal — 30,737 ad 
5 Rye — 160 — 
| Back Wheat and Flour — — 13 
I 787,056 . 
| eat and Flour — — 130, 646 — 
| Barley and Malt — 440, 744 2 
1746 England— Ay — . Og — 20,203 * 
| - — 455782] — 
When and Flour — 4 OE > 
3 I Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, 5 Malt 1,001 — 
| 1946..| Scotland= « 85 and Oatmeal 8 | ati | 
Feade and Buck Wheat — . 4 
: 638,835 4 
| Wheat and Flour * 266,907 7 
| Barley and Malt — — 464, 430 — 
1747 England— — 2 and Oatmeal — | 25122 — 
{wh — 92,718 — 
Ii I. eat and Flour — 3.584 — 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Matt 24,591 — 
1747 Rye and Oatmeal — 5,020 I 
— 4,010 — 
Pede and 1 Buck Wheat — — 133 
863,382 27] 
. Wheat and Flour — 5 $43,388 6 
Barl d Malt — — — 
06 | Ent) Baroda To ee 
* — 103, 892 — 
eat ry Flour | | 1,852 — | 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Matt 80 — 
1748. Scotland— * and Oatmeal — | 1 8.377 — | 
| . 1 251 — a 
| Bock Wheat, Peaſe, as Beans 53 +4 
| ] 2123-953] 36 


— 
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Y 23 
erg . | 5 4 Exported | Imported 
Years. GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters: | Quarters. 
Wheat and Flour — | — 382 
England Oats and Oatmeal — — 1,281 — 
1749 8 Barley and Malt — 408,091 40 
Rye — — 106, 312 — 
Wheat and Flour — 1,958 _ 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt 79,66 — 
1749 Scotland Oats and Oatme!l — 235,833 —— 
| Peaſe and Buck Wheat — — 9 
| 1, 250, 306 431 | 
| Wheat and Flour — _ 927.60 280 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt $5.25 — 
1750 [ England— U Oatmeal | . — — 4 4.28 20 
Rye — — 99,94 — 
Wheat and Flour — 2,881 — 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and 4 Malt 50,264 — 
1750 Scotland on and VO — — 8,20 — 
1 Rye — 241 — | 
Peaſe and Buck Wheat — — 190 
1 665, 78 319 
eat and Flour — — 661,41 31 
Barley and Malt — — 289, 245 — 
T7535 | England Oats and Oatmeal —- — 2,47 2,291 
eat and Flour 1,541 — 
| Bear, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt 18,23 — 
1751 [Scotland 272 and Oatmeal — — 4,36 — 
E — — — — | —2—ü——— 
Peaſe and Buck Wheat — 0 14 
1,048,324] 2,308| 
| | (Wheat and Flour a 429,27 — 
| | 4 # Barley and Malt — — 3791 — 
1732 England— Oats and Oatmeal — "= 590 260 
 . as — $7847 — | 
Wheat and Flour. — we 83 — | 
I Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 3412 56] 
1753 | Scotland) Oats and Oatmeal — — 14,090 
Rye, Peaſe, Buck Wheat, and Hulle 
Barley — — 12 2231 
| 886,712] 14,629 
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24 
n eee e r 
— / onzar ram. = | 
Ms C Wheat and Flour — — 299,60 2 
| Barley and Malt — — 41,47 — 
1753 Eugzland—.) Oats and Oatmeal — — ? J,OL 36 
eat and Flour | 1,145 — 
; Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt $5 * 
1753 Scotland Oats and Oatmeal Gove + 4,20 7,013 
| Peaſe, Beans, PRONE, and Hulled| 
| , 8 683,244] 7,066] : 
"Wheat and Flour 3 FER 1 356,27 201 
Barley and. Malt — — 369,77 1 — 
1754 England— Oats and Oatmeal — — 233 $2,423 
Rye — 2 42,915 — 
| . Wheat and Flour — 51 — 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt | 15,13 — 
1754 1 Scotland— Oats and | tary — 3,8 4,40 
1 Peaſe, Buck Wheat, and Hulled Barley — 15 
. 4 
795 697 577047 
. ( Wheat and Flour — 237,45 — | 
Barley and Malt — — 374,40 — 
1755 ä England— Oats and Oatmeal — NE 1,112 2,883 
F Rye * 8 4344 _ 
| Wheat and Flour — — 
1 Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and 4 Malt 7,255 — 
1755 Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — | 2,05 3 
0 Rye — — ; — 
f C Buck Wheat — — „ 13 
* | 1 — — 
| 665.739 2.899 
| | Wheat and Flour — — 101,93 | 5 
ö Barley and Malt — — 263,86 5 5 
1756 | Englando= Oats and Oatmeal — — 2,31 46,67 
'CRye — 295,90 1,695 
4 Wheat and Flour 81 3 
12. J Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 6,085 _ 
$7567] Scotland and Onemeal-/-  — |. 2.18 8,068 
Buck Wheat and Flour — 1 — 1 
408, 170 FF 56,461 


f 
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* Fe gone tu 2 | Exported | LOT | 
| Years GREAT BRITAIN. 8 Quarters. Quarters rs. 
"T3 Wheat and Flour — : 17,226 130,343 |. 
Barley and Malt — 63,259, _ $5783]. 
1757 England — Oats and Oatmeal — — 4,418 7750 
' CRye — 907 7,502] 
Wheat and Flour , — 319 II,219 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and 4 Malt 195 162 
Scoriend Oats and Oatmeal — _ 275 1,601] - 
1757 cotlan d Bean and Peaſe — — — | 1,617 
Buck Wheat and Indian Corn — — 957 
Rye — — 57 — 
- $0,656] 167,301 
i eat and Flour — — 91234] 19,040 
» Barley and Malt — _ 11,41 9,752 
1758 D Oats and Oatmeal — — 1831 13, 840 
Rye — — — _ 
| Wheat and Flour — — 1,313 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and 4 Malt — 163 
1758 | Scotland Nye 8 e 1947 4 
ib Peaſe, Beans, and Buck Wheat | DEN 168 
Indian Corn and Hulled Barley — — 138 
[ 22,484 64,561 
"Wheat and Flour — — 226,426 82 
| Barley and Malt — _ 188,942 42 
1759 | England— Foe and Oatmeal _ — 34135 335 
; 2 88 | 41,480 * 
— Wheat and Flour — 15215 80 
Bear, Barley, Barley Meal, and d Malt 19,855 — 
1759 Scotland , Oats and Oatmeal — — 3,002 15125 
Peaſe and Buck Wheat — 32 24 
| Rye — — —_— _ 29 IP 
; 484,916 1,68 
Wheat and 8 — 12 | 390,710 — 
{ Barley and Malt — — 278.78 1 "x L 
| 1760 Fagland— = and Oatmeal ES | . 38 | 47 
No ne? 52776 * : 
Wheat a Flour — 2.994 30 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and 4 Malt 2,30 * | 
1760 | Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 22 209 58 — 
Buck Wheat and Hulled Barley LORE . 51. 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans — 393 PE | 
752,434 » WM 


a-: 
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26 APPENDIX, 
ae ene 4 Exported — | 
GREAT BRITAIN, . Quarters Quarters. 
farts) * and Flour N | 440,746 — | 
| *. arley and Malt — — 376, 949 — 1 
1761 | England— Oats and Oatmeal — 2,840 21 
2 _ 57571 „ 
heat We Flour T,210 — 
9 Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 36,942 we = LM 
1761 | Scotland— 4 Oats and Oatmeal — — 1 450 37 
18 Fes Wheat and Flour — — 15 
Rye ” gy — 411 — | | | 
| 925,119 73 
Wheat ak Flour — 294, 500 56 
Barley and Malt — — 385, 303 942 
: 703 England— jt and Oatmeal — 1,369 175,400 
; Rye — 28,410 — 
2 Wheat and Flour — 885 — 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 37,761 — 
1762 | Scotland 4 Oats and Oatmeal — 14,623 — 
Buck Wheat — — — - 34 
| 763,070| 18,432 
i Wheat and Flour and 7 1 427,074 8 
Barley and Malt — — 203, 884 3-228 
1763 England jon and Oatmeal — 1680 21 8,474 
Rye — — 12,934 — 
Wheat and Flour — 1 2,464 6.4} 
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt |. 11797 „ 
1763 | Scotland— 4 Oats and Oatmeal — 1,378 16,425 
Rye 3 PPT 17 3 . 
Buck Wheat — — — m — 49 | 
Wheat and. Flour — | 396,538 — 
‚ | Barley and Malt — — 232, 439 5,110 
1764 England 7 and Oatmeal — 15101 1 3473 704 
i | Rye 1 27,090 — 1 
3 and Mor — 310 — 
Beer Barley Barley Meal and n 14,452 — 
1764 Scotland— Peaſe and Beans 85 2 | ; I3 3 
1 Oats and Oatmeal — | 2,851] 402] 
= Peaſe, — and Hulled Barley — — 8 
| | 4 
s | 675,459] 139,931 
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» 7 
EN | DI I TT TE ON DERTnneT yew =; 
Tears. GREAT BRITAIN. | Quarters, Quarters. - 
| 1 Wheat and Flour - e 5 167,036 101,9 
Barley and Malt — — 227,867 3,597 
1765 England— Oats and Oatmeal — 11,653 82,747 
| We Beans, and Peaſe — | 26,209 5 
p [Wheat and Flour — | go 3.538 
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Mate 24,060 1,014 
| 1765 | Scotland Rye 20 Wa 25 729 | 257830 
Buck Wheat — — — 41 
9 | Peaſe and Beans — — - 250 
| > 4577300 218,031 
| Wheat and Flour — — 163, 908 9,230 
| Barley and Malt — — * 95,061 2,621 
| Oats and Oatmeal — 10,937 210, 129 
4 1766 | England Rye WT 5 6,045 * a> 
Peaſe and Beans — _ 25,048 363 
Indian Corn — — — 195 
Wheat and Flour — 1,031 15790 
Barley and Malt — — 54 15125 
1766 | Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 696 20, 5 10 
Peaſe and Beans — — 14 1,352 
Buck Wheat and Indian Corn — 63 
* 302,944 247,518 
Wheat and Flour — — 
| | _—y and Malt — a 4 
Peaſe and Beans — 
| Indian Corn Yn PARTY 
| Wheat and Flour — Som 
1 Barley and Malt — — 
{ 2767 Scotland e and 9 — 3 
ö [Peaſe and Beans _ 
| 
| | 


.* 
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—O— —— — — ¶ — — 
. 


— rm 2 = * „ 


1 2 

1 „ 2 
G 
: 


Englan "SY, Oats and Oatmeal Fs 


Peaſe and Beans — 


| Wheat and Flour bas | 
Barley and Malt — 
, - 1 Oats and Oatmeal — 
England 1 5 
Peaſe and Beans — 


, Indian Corn — 
Wheat and Flour app} 


Barley and Malr — 


Scotland—. Oats and Oatmeal — 
| | Rye and Buck Wheat 


Peaſe and Beans — 


— 


Wheat and Flour 82 
| Barley and Malt — 


Rye . 
(Beans and Peaſe — 
Wheat and Flour 892 — 
I Barley and Malt — 
Scotland—.. { Oats and Oatmeal a 
; Peaſe and Beans ans - 


* 


Exported Imported 
1 GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters. Quarters. 
I { | _ { Wheat and Flour — ; | 7433 333-576 
1 I Barley and Malt — — 6,508 11,483 
Oats and Oatmeal '— — 12,096 125,014 
CI ba ng Fc 215% 57703 
OP , | Beans and Peaſe —_ — 13,982 57287 
{ Indian Corn — 2 — 13,993 
f Wheat and Flour — — 
| * Barley and Malt — — 
1768 | Scotland— Oats and Oatmeal — — 


49,892 4,171 
377.449 220 
13,264 75,37 
21 22 
16,160 43 
— 501 
— 207 
2,376 I 
2 34,090 
3 44 
119,190 1145273 
- 152401 34 
166, 561 28 
19,737] 109,203 
642 = 
19,508 23 
48 — 
35848 1 
95115 14,941 
294,866] 124,225 
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* N 5 parte Imported 
1 Years. GREAT BRFTAIN. | Quarters. Quarters. 
Wheat and Flour —' 10, 89 3 
| . | Barley and Malt — 34,198 228 
1772 | England and Scotland— 4 Oats and Oatmeal — 35,233. 212,327 
| Rye — — — 2,179 
$4 | Peaſe and Beans — I7,053 131 
96,573] 2175375 
Wheat and Flour — 6,959 25,474 
Barley and Malt — I 4,031 3,068 
1772 ; England and Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 23,599 106,820 
Rye 1 _ 4,799] 
Peaſe and Beans — 17,096 490 
61,685] 140, 651 
Wheat and Flour - — 75637 56,857] 
% : Barley and Malt — 2,475 63,916 
1773 England and Scotland _ and Oatmeal — 18,977] 329,454 
* wu IE _— 97255 
Peaſe and Beans — 15,181 61,126] 
44,070 520,598] 
Wheat and Flour — I 5,928 ; 289,149 
| | Bariey and Malt — 25,911 171, 508 
1774 | England and Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 16, 433 399,499 
cg Rye — _ 2,260 41,427 
Peaſe and Beans — 13,567 24.591 
52,099] 926, 74 
Wheat and Flour — 91,037 560, 988 
| | Barley and Malt — 51,414 139,451 
1775 [England and Scotland— Oats and Oatmeal — 26,485 384,942 
| ET: 2,722 339574 
Peaſe and Beans — 19,349 44,452 
191,007, 1,163,107 
Wheat and Fur — 210,664 20,5 78 
| Barley and Malt — 136,114 8,499] 
1.1776 England and Scotland 4 Oats and Oatmeal — 34,987 378, 566 
ES 5 Rye — — 10,999 37415 
Peaſe and Beans — 56,037 38,843 
448,801 2 


APPENDIX, No II. 
e. ane e ee BY: 2 | Exported 
1 Years. GREAT BRITAIN. | Quarters 
; Hes eee Wheat and Flou n. 87,686 
= | Barley and Malt — 142,725 
1977 England and Scotland — and Oatmeal — 36,6144 
ye my . 946 
| -\ Peaſe and Beans — 47,156 
| $8, 315,27 
| | © Wheat and Flour — 141,070 
| . Barley and Malt — 103,930 
1778 | England and Scotland— 4 Oats and Oatmeal — 50,543 
; | * | Rye — — 1,706 | 
Peaſe and Beans — 37,675 „ 
| : 340, 9240 417,839 
J Wheat and Flour — | 222,261 .5,039 
Ys 0025 OS Barley and Malt — 85,777 7,085 
1779 England and Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — |} 22,266 - 348, 81 
| 1 — 35199 1,693 
Peaſe and Beans — 44,593 43,745 
378,116] 406,073} 
| Wheat and Flour — 224,059] 391 5 
x Barley and Malt — | 191,563 352 
| 1780 England and Scotland — and Oatmeal — 27,023] 195,224 
| ye 8 — I - þ 
Peaſe and Beans —. 22,941 25,125 
| | | 5. 471,891] 224,616] 
| Wheat and Flour — 103,021 159,86 
| | EE Barley and Malt — 1 50,468 1 
1781 England and Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — | 41,71) 109,446 
| Rye — — _— 10,743 
'L Peaſe and Beans — 19,344 17,753 
317,2 $I 297,864 
| Wheat and Flour — 9 145,152 80,695 
: | Ny Barley and Malt — 127,744] ' 13,592 
| 17582 | England and Scotland Oats and Oatmeal — 23,317 38, 562 
| ; Rye — — 4,003 — 
| Peaſe and Beans — - 26,128 8,558 
| | 326,344 


141,407 
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188 | | Exported 
Years. | GREAT BRITAIN. | Quarters. 

25 e ny Wheat and Flour — 51,943 

5 | Barley and Malt — 54,065 

1783 | England and Scotland 4 Oats and Oatmeal — 11,826 
Rye _ _ 3,305 

Peaſe and Beans — 12,960 


Wheat and Flour 
g Barley and Malt 
1784 | England and Scotland 7 * and Oatmeal 
| ye 1 
Peaſe and Beans 


7 


* 
* 1 


AP PENDIX; No III. 
- GENERAL ACCOUNT of the Quantities of the different ſofts of Grain, 


year 1763, -when the Great Importation of Foreign Grain commenced. 


— 


* 


Exported ſeverally from England and Scotland, from the Union to the 


— 


þ 
þ 


| - SCOTLAND. | ENGLAND. 
Oats and Barley and Rye, Peaſe, Wheat and [Wheat ane Rye, Peaſe,, Barley and | Oats and 
Neal Malt fand 5 Flour ' JOAN Flour land Beans, | Malt Meal 
Warters. Quarters. | Quarters. | Quarters. Quarters. | Quarters, | Quarters. | Quarters 
| 6,099 16,263 12 5630708] 83, 406 4,200 127,727 68 
F 2,785 15, 200 6] 1,938,709 169,680] 166,513] 180,447 38 
689] 7,569 21] 2,6831710 13,9244 12,21 85,275 125 
8,595] 26,990 63.9927 76,949] 37-957] 148,339] 321 
6,083] 36,875 83 3+348|1712] 145,19!] 17,735] 211,463 304 
8,058] 37,867 266 357421713] 176, 227 38,626 270,515 5576 
7.140 34,2 54] 23 5.844714] 174,821 20,455] 238,855 129] 
- 9,423] 28,851 95 6,7471715] 166,490] 31,161] 108,445 304 
— ” — — — — — 
46,872 203, 86900 512 28,857 1,006,688] 329, 383 1,371,069 2,065 
11,71 33,388 1,570 .g5olt7i6] 74,926 40, 123] 241,474 720 
8,850] 38, 019 456 2,6831717 22,954 23,032] 369,519 404 
14,010] 54,12 306] 2, 581718] 71,800] 49,417] 3749273] 869 
11,763] 4997 187 2,7711719] 127,762 45,502] 367, 148 219 
16,788 43,838 353 1,2590720 83,84 49-241 258,01 3,471 
109,997 423,21 3,3844 39,101] 1,387,214] , 536,69 — Bika. 8,348 
13,5355 45572 852 1,1167271] B1,632] G69,698] 350,551 57 
5.09 22,25 233. -35|1722] 178,880] 42,579] 404,257 32 
62 3,425 1 36z|t723]. 157,720] 129738] $50,853 542 
621 2,004 9 1,297]1724| 245,865} 23,441] 252,194 51 
8,986] 27,943] 333] 6, 762725 204,413] 20,540 307,808] 1,447 
| 139,670 $2456 4,812] 48,673] 2,255,724] 705,694 4,547,162] 11,755 
1 3.722 30,79 1,335 1,443]1726| 142,183] 18,835] 355,943] 1,413 
| 7,042] 50,052 46 715|1727] 39,315 9.169 250,117 2,205 
1,37 + 16,5647] 275 118|1728 3,817]. 144 195,53 1,383] 
6,868] 99177 1 — 1729 18,993] 1,460] 135,394 25541 
1,933] 23,882 165] _ 559|t73o0| 93,97 12,394 1944429 4479] 
160, 6060 655,01 7,072]  $i,g08] 2.545, 03 747,566 5,678,584] 23,77 
2, 0 5 19,753 510 62511731] 130, 25 21,090] 191,262 1,80 
* 693] 15,633] - 40 554/732] 202,058] 15,5360 174,950 1,275 
2,631] 18,34 377 206|t733] 427,199] 28,155 240,713] 1,487 
5.5700 , ,27,802 253 5301734] 408,197] 10,735] 303, 349 3039 
27341] 26,991 203 1,9366735 153934 1,3300 277,302] - 1,921 
. 
| 199.344) 763,0% B,455] 35,379 3:865,826] 824,412 6,866,166 33,306 
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33 
SCOTLAND. | | ENGLAND. 
Oats and ye, Peaſe eat and [Wheat and Rye, Peaſe, Barley and] Oats and 
Oatmeal nd Beans, Flour fyears Flour Ic! Beans, | Malt | Oatmeal 
| Quarters. Quarters. | Quarters. | Quarters. | Quarters. Quarters. | Quarters, 
199,344 8,455 $5,37911735| 3,865,826 824, 4126, 866, 1600 33, 306 
16,618 90 4711736] 118,171 1,221] 199,463 t,197 
2,729 40 446911737} 461,402 7,849] 127,388] 1,922 
5,448 166 7,6871738] 580,597] 36,159] 259,29 1,77 
77927 303 579491739 279,543 _ 29,791 246,32 1,11 
831 9 „ 54,391] 8,980] 169,565 2,572 
232,897 9.254 73,531 5,359,930 908,412] 7,868,198] 41,890 
255 — — 1741 45-417] 7.622 129,97 1,107 
7,248 354] 2,438|1742| 293,260] 63,272] 201,008] - 1,389 
1 3,988 4110 45481743] 371,431] B88,273] 254,213] 1,882 
71534 398 2,289|1744| 231,985] 74,169] 239,953] 1,658 
30, 737 160 509.1745 324,840 83,966 315,234 9,770 
292, 659 1 10,577] 83, 315 6,626, 863 1, 225,7 149,008,578 57, 687 
— — 4591746] 130,046 45,782] 440,744| 20, 203 
5,02 4,010 3,58411747| 266,907] : 92,718] 464,430] 2,122 
8,377 251 1,85 21748 543,388 103,892] 423,22] 3,769 
23,833 113] 1,9581749 629,049] 106, 312 408, 910 1,287 
8,203 241 2,88 1750] 947,002] 99,049] 555-255] 4,283 
| 338,092 155192 947,049 9,1444455 1,673,467111,300,318 89,345 
47365 1,5410751] 661,416 71,048] 289,245 2,476 
— 123 838.1752] 429,279 57,847] 393,910 1,590 
4,702 1,1451753] 299,609 f 24,830] 341,474 7.012 
8,76 | 51101754] 356,270] . 42,915| 369,771] 2,330 
2,05 4 7755 237459 43442] 374-404| - 1,112 
———: — — — 
357.38 101, 24 15,319] 98,091 11,128,488 1,913,555|13,069,122| 103, 865 
35189 — 81661756] 101,936 29,969] 263, 865 2,310 
275 57 31917571 11,226 907] 63,259 4,418 
1 — — 1758 9,234 — . 11,419] 1,831 
3,302 27 I,215|1759] 226,426þ. 41,480| 188,942 35135 
12,158 398] 2, 904760 390,710] $2,766] 258,787] 2,338 
8,450 411 1, 21001761] 440,746 57,571] 376,949], 2, 840 
14,623 21 8851762] 294, 500 28, 4100 385,303 1,369 
399,87 153775053 16,433] 105,440 12.603, 266 213065 1,617 Cc 122,106 
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APPENDIX, No Iv. | 


TABLE of * Yearly Prices and Averages of Wheat, and of the General Im. 
portation 'and Exportation of Grain, to and from Great Britain, from the 
I 1697 to the year 1784 incluſive. 


Year Average 
IMPORTATION. | | Prices ge EXPORTATION. 
m of Im-[AverageIm-| Yearly Im- che Patent ars) 2 arteriyearly Ex-JAverageEx-|Sum of Ex- 
| portation. ee ror to of Wheat. of — — ea 22 — 3833 
E Quarters. | Quarters. Quarters. - 4% 4 . 1. 4. Quarters. Quarters. | Quarters. 
6123 © © [1697 1024255 
598113 8 4 ju6gt het | | 
| 2,1163 4 © 1699 | 
4 Years 8,948] - 2,237] 2392 o © [tyooſe 18 1 10078 82,807] 331, 22804 Years 
« | 21/1 17 8 701 214,927] 
xr 9 6 1702 230,167 
52]x 16 © [1703 360,028 | 
2/2 6 6 fo 253,42 | 
| | — k 10 © 75 279,128 
| 656 ft 6 © Noe 389, 592 
N 121 8 6 1707 224,21 
1862 x 6 fob 238,858 
| 2, 23203 18 6 |r709 | 536,607 1 
10 ears] 4, 422 442] 1, 26003 18 © [1710/2 3 2 122,502] 284, 945, 849, 4460 Vears 
192 14 © [1911 I ͤ 303,19 
| | 12 6 4 71 | 421,082] | | 
A — E11 © |1713 | 530,752] | 
37]2 10 4 |171z 481,521 | 
| | 2 o [171 
2 8 o [1716 
2 5 6 [1717 
1 18 10 [17IC 
| * 14 l . 4 | by 
zoYears| 714] 17 © |720/2 4 104 44491,933|toYears 
17 6 [1921] | 
| | 16 'o 1722 
14 9 1723 
| i} x7 0 172. | 
8 61725 
| 6 © 1726 | 
| 2 © 1727 
, s I4 6 8 1 | | 
10 Vears 732,092] _ 16 6 [173902 2 © 8.4,479,683|10Years 
| | | T3 '© 1731 ; 
| 6 9 [173 | | | 
| 8 473 | . 
2 17 917 . q 
N 3 © [173 . R 
* o 4173 N | | 
1 | 17 9 [£73 | 
| | 15.6 1735 - | | 
| | 17 61739 595,838 1 | 
1oYear$ 15 © 740r 17 6 243,762 971 10 Tears 
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Yearl v 
| IMPORTATION. pries A I +, EXPORTATION. 
| um of Im-[AverageIm4Yearly Im- ar Lear Lean s Rarterſxearly Ex-\AverageEx-Sum of Ex- 
portation.] portation. | portation . . portation. portation. | portation. 
Quarters. | Quarters. | Quarters. C. . 4. £. . 44 Quarters. | Quarters. | Quarters. 
158,437 7 © [£741] * 184, 300 
12 14/1742 600, 297 
J 7745] 24 
4 11 744 596.075 | 
7 61745 787,050] © | 
19 © [1746 638,835 
| 14 10 [1747 863,382 
7 1748 1,123,953 | 
| 17 o|[i749] _ [1,250,306 | 
xoYears| 159,437] 15,943 12 6 |1750|t 13 8 [1,667,978] 848,660/8,486,602|toYears 
| 2,308/r 18 6 [1751 | 1,048,324| 
I 4,62 I 10 1752 886,712 
| 7,0662 4 5 [1753 683,244 
5778471 14 9 [1754 795»097 
2,8991t I3 91755 665,735 
56,4612 5 3 [1756 408,17c 
167,301 3 © © 1757 80, 656 
64,561 10 © 1758 22,48. 
| 1,6881 19 10 17/590 484,916 
10 Tears 3734972] 37,397 21 16 6 76002 2 6 | 752, 434 582,837|5,828,376|toYears 
1 10 3 1761 925,119 | 
| 18,4321 19 © 1762 763, 070 | 
238,248/2 0 9 1763 661,21 | 
139,93½ 6 9 1764 6752455 
218,031 2 14 © 1765 457773 
247,518 2 8 6 1766 392,794 | | 
907,42 4 6 176 50, 481 
649,17 o 6 1768 40, 256 | 
I14,273/2 3 1 1769 I19,190 
124,225/2 9 © [11470 294,866 
2174375] 7 21771 96,573 | | 
12Years 3,01 5, 353 2519279] 140,651]2 10 8 |1992]2 7 10 | 61,685| 370,70314,448,435[12Years 
|] $20,590]2 11 © [1973 44,070 
926,174 12 8 1774 51,099 
1, 163, 40% 8 4 61775 191,0 
449,901 18 2 1776 448,801 
590,033 5 67577 315,127 
41795382 2 © 1778 340,924 
406, % 3 13 8 779 378,11 
224, 61601 15 8 780 471,891 
297,864 4 8 [1581 317,251 
141, 40% 7 IO 1782 326,34 1 
, 70, 960% 12 8 1783 134,1 59 
12Years 6, 940, 293 578,358 631,222 8 10 4 | 187,395 267,182/3,206,184|12Years 
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APPENDIX, No V. 


| TABLE of the Quantities of the different ſorts of Grain Exported from 


Great Britain, and.of the Price of Wheat, from the Union to the year 
1763, when the Great Importation of Foreign Grain commenced. 


— 


> 832, 86) 


J Yearly Avera | +} 22 | 
rice of the Price of the | * Wheat and | Rye, Peaſe, | Barley and Oats and 
uarter of | Quarter of | Years. Flour and Beans, Malt Oatmeal 
heat. 1 eat. Quarters. | Quarters. '| Quarters. Quarters. | 
4. 4. | : 
21 1708 83, 969 4,732] 143,990 6,167] 
3 18 1709 | 191,61 166,519] 195,647 2,823 
3 18 1710 16, 60% 12,237 925,84 814 
2 14 1711 80,941 37,9630 . 175,329 8,916 
2 6 1712 148, 539 17,818] 248,338 6,387 
2 LT 1713 179,969] 38,892] 308, 385 9,434 
2 10 1714 180, 66 5 20,478 273,109 7,269 
2 3 1715 1739237] 31,256 137,296 74727 
1501 14 1,035,545] 329,895 1,5749380 49,537 
42 8 1716 75.876 41,693] 274,862 12,434 
2 ; 171 | 25-037 23,488 307,538 9,254 
1 10 * 1718 | 174,381 49,23 428,399 14,879] 
11 15 1719 130, 533 45,689] 417,118 11,9824 
1 1720 84,343 49,594] 301, 8544 20, 259 
8 © 11 | 1,426,315 540,082 3,304, 69 118,345 
I 17 1721 82,748 10,550 396,277 I4,T13 
1 16 1722 178,915 42,812 426,515] 6, 229 
1 14 1723 158,082 12,739] 354,27 1,168 
IT 13 1724 247,162 23,450] 254,19 1137 
2 1725 211,175 20,873 335,751 10,433 
| 2 a . 1 
k 18 9 2,304, 397 710,506] 5,071,928] 151,425 
2 6 1926 | 143,62 20,170] 386,738 5,135 
2 2 17272 31, 30 9.037] 390,169 95247 
2 14 1728 3,935 289 212,086 2,754 
2 61 1729 18,993 1,477 144,571 9,409 
1 16 ? 1730 94,530 I2,559 218,311 6,412 
3 2| | 2,596,511 754-638] 6,333,603 b 
1 12 1 1731 130, 65 21,600 211,015 3,813 
x 6 1732 202,612 15,57 190,8 3]3 1,966 
1 8 1733. 427,405]. 28,532 259,062 4,118 
1 18 1 1734 [408,747 10,988 331,210 8,609] 
& oy 1735 I 55,280] I,533] 304, 29 29,762 
2 | T | 
t 14 00 3921, 205 7629, 76% 232,65. 
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early Average | | 
rice of the Price of the Wheat and | Rye, Peaſe, | Barley and Oats and 
uarter of | Quarter of | Years. Flour and Beans, - Malt Oatmeal 
heat, heat. 4 Quarters. Quarters. Quarters. | Quarters, 
4. 4. . 1 5 
Brought forward. 1735 3522225 832,867 4,629,767 232,65 
2 0 4 1736 118,21 | 1,311 222,55 17,815 
1 18 © 1737 465,871] 17889 145,548 4,657 
1 11738 $88,284] 36, 325] 291,625 7,225 
x 18 6 1739 285,492} 30,294] 271,00 9,043 
2 10 8 1740 54,391 8,980 176, 988 3,40 
2:0. J $2433,461] 917,666] 8,737,491] 274,787 
2 6 8 1741 45,417 7,622] 129,995] 1, 362 
1 1742 295,698 63,626] 232, 345 8,628 
I 41 1743 375397 88,684] 293,991 I 5,870 
1 41 1744 2347,27 74,567 218,042 9,192 
1 7 1745 32534 84,126] 337,074 40,507 
111 6,710,178] 1, 236, 291 10,008,938] 3 o, 34 
I 19 © 1746 131,105 45,782 441,745 20,203 
I 14 10 1747 270, 491 96,728] 489,021] 7,142 
x27. 0 1748 545740 104, 1434 462,371 12,146 
. 1749 631,00 106,425 487,760 255,11 
I 12 1750 950, 483 99-290 605,519 12,48 
116 * 9,238,504 x,688,659 12,495,3544 427,437 
1 18 | 1751 662,957 71,048] 307, 578 6,841] 
2 1 1 1752 430,117 57.967 397038 1,590 
2 4 1753 300,754] 2458360 346,540] 1,11 
1 14 11754 356,781 42,915] 384,905] 11,09 
1 13 1 1755 237,466 43,449 381,659 3,168 
1 18 8 11,226,579 1,928,874] 14, 312,974 461,24 
33 9 1756 102,52 29,969 269,950] 5,499 
3 8 1757 11,545 964 63,454 41093] 
„2 10 1758 9,234 — 11,419 1,831 
1 19 I 1759 227,641 41,509 208,797 6,937 
1 16 1760 393,614 531644 291,150 14,496 
1 10 3 1761 441,956 $7,982 413,891 11, 290 
1 19 1762 295385 28,62 423,064 I 5,99 
E * 2. 11 12,708, 06 2,141,091] 1 575994,69 521,9 84l 
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TABLE of the Prices and Duties, for the Exportation of Wheat from 


ENGLAND, prior to the Revolution, anno 1688. 


Exportation Prices 6 Exportation 2 $ 
per Quarter | per Quarter. 
Preſent Money — 4 2 oney of Preſent 
0 « Money. the Tune, Fuat Regis. the ime.] Money. 
| DT * Whey = EF 4. | 95 4. dif . d. a 
Permitted — -— Þþ © o. or 360034 Edw. 3. © o © 
— o o o or 393ʃT7 Rich. 2% © o of 
| — 'Þþ © o of1425| 4 Hen. 6.p o © 
— 2 4 6 8/1436 [t 5 Hen. 6.% © © 
— oO 16 6 801554 ʃT 2 P. & M. o O © 
— x © 10 r 562 5 Eliz. 2 © 
— o © o of1570|r3 Eli. I 2 
— oO © OO —| — © M 4 
— 2 141 © q 59335 Eliz. 2 4 
— 2 13 6 801 2 Ja. 1Þ 2 4 
— 3 4 ©lt 12 o|i623|21 Ja. 1p 2 Op 4 
| — 2 IT 2/1 12 o|1627 3 Chas 1p 2 3 
| — 2 8 q O o|1660112 Chas 2. © 4 
| — 6217 8 oj1663]r5 Chas 2. f © 4 
{Without Lmitationof T © oÞ © o[1670ÞR2 Chas 2. © 4 
SCOTLAND. 
Prices per Ball | 75 Duties per Boll. 
I 
| Preſent [Money of H 1 <p | 
Ree dee Anno Rey. fel, Ten | 
2 3 „ „%, . 5 | „„ 
[Prohibited —  — Þþ oo © o158720 Jas. 6.6 o © 
{Permitted when under I 4 ©12 © 66315 Chas. 2. 5 o 6 
| — I EE 1669]/21 Chas. 2.0 0 100 © 1 


E 
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TABLE of the Prices and Duties, for the Importation of Wheat into 
| ENGLAND, prior to the Revolution, anno 1688. 


— 


| 8 Prices. Importation Duties. 
| I per Quarterr. per Quarter. | 
| 2 . — N 
Preſent | Money of . Money of | Preſent 
| Money. | the Time. Dom.] Anno Regis. the Time. | Money. | 
| L. 4. da. J. a. | J. * 4. * d. 
Invited — — ſo o ob o 9202 2 8 © 
Invited - < ſo © oþ o 91215 0 o of 
Invited — - ſo o op o 9126 © o © 
Invited - - | o od 0 91297 © 8 8 
Invited — 0 0 r 328 © ©. © 
Invited - - o Op o 91358 © o © 
Permitted - - f 15 2þ 6 811463] 3 © 0 © 
When not above - |2 12 ro 4 01660 © 8 © 
When above that price ſo o o OO &d — 6 8 © 
When not above — [2 17 7FÞ 8 901663 5 6 5 
When not above - 3 4 ofa 13 411670 2.0 16 19 3 
From that price to - 416 4 o of — 8 9 3 
And when above that price o © o of — 5 40 8 9 
| + 
SCOTLAND. 
| Prices per Boll. Duties per Boll. 
Preſ M f 5 — * f| Preſent | 
| Prelent oney o 0 NN oney of | Prelent | 
Money. | the Time. om | Anno Regis. the Time. Money. f 
a — — A ——— » „ 
c. alc. . 4. e 
permitted - - Þ 9 © 9166301 5 Chas. 2/3 © oo 6 ©& 
Prohibited - — o © oo o o f672ʃz5 Chas. 2.0 o ob o & 
— = — | © d © 9 2 las. Gy o Oo © 9 
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ABBREVIATION of the Corn Laws, reviewed in this Work, ſhewing the Prices; 
Bounties, and Duties, by which the Exportation and Importation of Grain have 

been regulated in England,. and in Scotland, and in Great Britain, down to the 

year 1773. | | | 


— 


Anno 
Dom. 


P 


- Anno Regis. 


oF 


8 
* 


* 


ABBREVIATION OF THE ENGLISH EXPORTATION LAWS. 


1360 
1393 
1425 


11436 
1442 
11444 
I552 


1593 


x 


{1604 
1623 


11627 
1660 


34 Edw. 3. 
17 Richd. 2. 
4 Hen. 6. 


15 54 1 &2P. & M. 
15620 5 Eliz. 
| 


1570 


15 Hen. 6. 
20 Hen. 6. 
23 Hen. 6. 
5 & 6 Ed. 6. 


13 Eliz. 
35 Eliz. 


2 James 


21 James 1. 


3 Chas. 
12 Chas. 


I 5 Chas. 


22 Chas. 2. 
I W. & M. 


io Wm. 3. 
11 Wm. 3 
II& IZ W. 3. 


allowed, when the prices did not exceed 268. 8d. for Wheat, 1 55. for Rye, 


Allowed upon the ſame terms with the laſt act. 
Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 40s. 


Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 48s. for Wheat, 328. for Rye, Peaſe; 


Exportation prohibited. 

Allowed, upon payment of the ordinary ſubſidies and duties. . 

The laſt law confirmed, but reſerving power to the King and Council to re- 

Aram it. | 

Allowed, when Wheat did not exceed 6s. 8d. and Barley 3s. per quarter. 

The laſt act confirmed for 10 years. | | | 

And that act now made perpetual. S | 

Prohibited ,until the prices were at or under 6s. 8d. for Wheat, 3s. 4d. for 
Barley and Malt, 28. for Oats, 4s. for Peaſe and Beans, and 5s. for Rye 

per-quarter. | | , 

Prohibited, when the prices did not exceed 6s. 8d. for Wheat, 4s. for Rye 
and 38. for Barley, per quarter. : | ; 
Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 10s. for Wheat, 8s. for Rye, Peaſe,| 

and Beans, and 6s. 8d. for Barley and Malt, per quarter. 
Allowed, under the direction of Preſidents, & c. upon payment of duties. 
Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 20s. for Wheat, 13s. 4d. for Rye, 
Peaſe, and Beans, 128. for Barley and Malt; upon payment of a duty 
of 28. for every quarter of Wheat, and 16d. for every quarter of other 
grain, 


Peaſe, and Beans, and 14s. for Barley and Malt, per quarter ; and upon 
payment of the ſame duties. 
Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 32s. for Wheat, 20s. for Rye, 16s. 


for Peaſe, Beans, Barley, and Malt, per quarter ; and upon payment of the 
ſame duties, Heaney | | 


for Wheat, 248. for Rye, Peaſe, 
and Beans, 20s. for Barley and Malt, and 16s. for Oats; upon payment 
of high duties. | ; 


and Beans, 28s. for Barley and Malt, and 138. 4d. for Oats, per quarter; 

upon payment of the ſame. high duties. 

Allowed, without limitation of prices, upon payment of the ſame high duties. 

Not only allowed, when Wheat was not above 48s. Rye 32s. and Barley and 
Malt 24s. per quarter, but bounties granted. | 

Prohibited for one year, from the 10th February 1699. | 

Bounty ſuſpended, from gth February 1699 to 29th September 1500. 

The ſubſidy, and all duties payable upon Corn and Grain, ground and un- 


= 
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ground, Bread, Biſcuit, and Meal, given up and totally removed. | | 
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Anno 
Dom.] Anno Regis. ö ABBRREVIAITION OF THE BRITISH EXPORTATION LAWS. 


— 


— 1 


17060 5 Anne. Union ſettled—Engliſh bounties adopted over all the kingdom, and extended 
to Oatmeal, Bigg, and Malt of Wheat. 

17og 8 Anne. Exportation prohibited, until the 29th September 1710. 

1729 2 George 2. Rules laid down for meaſuring Corn to be exported, and for nn the 

| prices, &c. 

1732 5 George 2.|Grand Juries, at Seſſions, to preſent the price of Corn; and Corn imported, | 
not to be again exported, nor carried coaſtways. 

1741/14 George 2. Prohibited, until the 25th December 1741. 

1751/24 George 2. Bounties upon Corn exported in Meal, to be paid according to the weight, at. 

| the rate of 448 pounds for the quarter. 

1753026 George 3 2. Money, due upon Debentures for Corn exported, to bear intereſt at 3 per cent. 
per annum, if not paid in 6 months after preſenting the certificate. 

1757]30 George 2. Prohibited, until the 25th December 1757; but with power to the King and 
Council to take off the prohibition. 

1757/31 George 2. Corn 1 eſtabliſhed at Weſtminſter z—and, the ſame year, an Aſſize made 

for Bread 

17660 6 George 3. Exportation prohibited for a limited time and, ſame year, an Embargo laid 

upon ſhips loaded with Corn, for exportation z—and, fame year, the Mayor 

and Aldermen of London impowered to determine the prices of Corn in 

| January and July, as well as in April and October. 

1767 7 George 3.|Exportation of Grain, and diſtilling from Wheat or Wheat Flour, prohibited 
from the 26th September to the 14th November 1767. 

11768] 8 George 3. Exportation of Corn, and diſtilling from Wheat or Wheat Flour, prohibited 

until 20 days after the commencement of the next Seſſion of Parliament. 
1769 9 George 3-\5000 quarters of Bi 905 allowed to be exported from the Iflands of Orkney, 


yearly ;—and, a 2 exportation of Grain, and diſtilling from Wheat 
or Wheat Flour, prohibited for a limited time. 


1770 1oGèorge 3 Corn Regiſter eflabliſhed ; and Weekly Returns, from market towns in the ſe- ; 11 

veral counties, to be macs of the prices of Wheat, Rye, Barley, Oats, and 

Beans, in England; and of Bear or Bigg, in Scotland. Same year the ex- 

portation of Corn, and the diſtilling from Wheat or Wheat Flour, prohibited 

till 20 days after the commencement of the next Seſſion of Parliament. 1 

1771011 George 3. ans 0 gee of Corn prohibited, and alſo the diſtilling from Wheat or Wheat | 
] 

| 


our, until 20 days after the commencement of the next Seſſion of Par- 
. liament. 
177212 George 3. Exportation of Corn, and diſtilling from Wheat or Wheat Flour, prohibited 
until 20 days after rhe commencement of the next Seſſion of Parliament. 
177 3]13 George 3. Exportation of Grain, and diſtilling from Wheat or Wheat Flour, prohibited 

| until the 1ſt day of January 1974. Same year the former bounties and du- 

ties repealed, and a total alteration made in the Corn Laws. | 
1774|14 George 3. Alteration of the method of aſcertaining the prices of Corn to be ſhipped for 
| exportation. 
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| Money of | Preſent 
Anno Anno Regis. | Abbreviation of the ENGLISH Exportation Prices. the time. | Money. 
| Dom., | | i & +; MK 
756 15 Henry 6. Exportation permitted, when the price of Grain, at 
home, did not exceed, per Quarter, for | 
eat — — 5 6 8a 4 0 
Barley — — — 9 3 © |o 19 10 
r 5541 P. & M. Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for | 
| Wheat — — ee 'Y jo 216 6 
; Rye — o 4 O o 9 11 
| 85 Barley — — — 6 3 O % 7 52 
1562] 5 Eliz, PPermitted, when the price did not exceed, for 
Wheat — — o 10 o fl 0 8 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans — | 8 © |o 16 6 
1 7% | Barley and Malt — — jo 6 8 |o 13 10 
159335 Eliz, [Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for 
. $3757 Wheat — — nn e 
| Rye, Peaſe, and Beans _ „ 
8 Barley and Malt — — o 12 0 4 10 
1604 2 James 1.]Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for 
| Wheat — — 1 6 8 2 13 4 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans — o 15 O |1 10 © 
Barley and Malt — — [0 14 © r ax. 
1623021 James 1. Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for 
th | Wheat — _ 113: 013 4 0 
Rye — £0 0:82:00 
JE, Barley, Malt, Peaſe, and Beans o 16 O |1 12 © 
11627] 3Charles 1.]Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for | 
. . Wheat — — k 12 1 2 
| | Rye — os 0 
* ̃ Barley, Malt, Peaſe, and Bide 0:26--'0:5r $7 
1660 12Charles 2. Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for 
| Wheat — — 2 0 O ga 8 0 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans — inne 
Barley and Malt — 6:10: 0184-4 
| * Oats — — o 16 © |o 19 2 
1663]: 5Charles 2. Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for | 
Wheat — — a 81 0 2 17 7 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans — 12 0 l 18 4 
| F Barley and Mait — — jr 8 o t 13 7 
Oats — o 13 4 o 16 © 
1688 I W. & M.|Permitted, when the price did not exceed, bor | 
þ Wheat — — ln 
| | Rye — — — 1 12 o 18 4 
e Barley and Malt — :4.:0:þ 8; g 
B. Prior to the year 1346, the Exportation of all. 
| . kinds of Grain, - from England, was totally 4 | 
1 prohibited. 5 | 


j a . * . 2 tek acts GW" e : 1 , 3 _ 
. * * 1 YT IV * 
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Money of | Preſent | 
Anno the time. | Money 
| Dom. | Anno Regis. Abbreviation of the BRITISH Exportation Prices. . „ Mi 
17060 5 Anne, Exportation of Grain permitted, when the price of 
the quarter did not exceed, 
For Wheat, ground or unground, or Malt of Wheatſz 8 o z 17 7 
Rye, ground or unground — I 12 O f 18 5 
Barley, Beer or Bigg, or Malt, ground 0 or un- | 
ground . 
Oats — — — 1 0 66 0 14 
1773013 George 3. Exportation permitted, when the prices were under 1 
For Wheat — — — lo o o [2 8 | | | 
Rye — — 0 0 © it Y-'0 [| 
Barley, Beer or Bigg, or r Malt thereof — | a 
Oats — — — so o o ſo 14 © 
Price * OT Duties per Quarter. | 1 
Annol Abbrevation of the ENGLISH e Money of | Preſent | Money of | Preſent | 
Dom. Anno Regis. - Duties. the tune. | Money. | the time. Money. | 
| „ e 2: 
157013 Eliz. For Wheat, when not prohibited — o o % o oþ 1 oþ 2 © 1h 
Other Grain — — — o O op o 8b i 4 | þ 
Wheat, exported by licence — poop O ob 2 oþ 4 «<c 
Other Grain, by ditto — — 0.0 00.0 001: 4b 2 8 
1593/35 Eliz. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed | o 2 5 ſo 2 0 o 4 © |\ 
Other Grain, as per exportation prices |} © © r 1 
1604] 2 James 1. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed fi 6 8 z 13 4% 2 0 0 1 - 
Other Grain, as per exportation prices |Þ © © 0009 1:46 « 81 - 
1623/21 James 1./For Wheat, when the price did not exceed [1 12 03 4 % 2 © 0 4 © 1 
Other Grain, as per exportation prices o © © o SD 1 403-3 's 
1627] 3 Chas. 1. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed |1 12 O fz 11 2|þ 2 o o 3 24 | ! 
| Other Grain, as per exportation prices |þ © % 0 ob 1 4% 2 14 1 
1660112 Chas. 2. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed 2 o 0 [2 8 o t © t. 4 0 i 
Rye, Peaſe, Beans, * Malt, Buck | 
Wheat — — oo o o %o © o o 10 of 12 © 
Oats, when not above — — 9 16 o o 19 20 6 8 ſo 8 o 
1663015 Chas. 2. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed |2 08-17 7&0: en 
Rye, Peaſe, Beans, Barley, ___ Buck] «< | 
| Wheat — 6 0 00:0 00:10 0b 2 2 
Oats — — — jo 13 40 16 ob O o % o © | 
1670022 Chas. 2. For Wheat, without limitation of price ſo 0 % ft o oft 4 „ ; 
Rye, Peaſe, Beans, Barley, Malt, Buck 4 
: Wheat — — % OM O e ie 0013 © | 
Oats — — — 8s 0 0 ©06-6 ee 6 


22 


f 2 | | 1 
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5 | EY, * he | — Bounties per Quarter. 
Anno ENGLISH AND BRITISH BOUNTIES | Money of | Preſent | Money of | Preſent 
om. Anno Regis. ON EXPORTATION. the time. | Money. | the time. | Money. 
8 4 d. C. „ . „ . . 4. 
1688] W. & M. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed 2 8 O 2 1) 7 ſo 5 o © 
| Rye, ground or unground, when not 
above — 112 o 1 18 56 3 60 4 2+ 
Barley and Malt, ground id and unground, | | | 
when not above _ 6. 4: G3 BY 0 8:00 $.:0 
1706] 5 Anne. For Wheat, or Malt made of Wheat, ground | 7 
or unground, when not above 6 $0817 9760's eo 6 0 
Rye, ground or unground, when not 
above — _ 112 O fi 18 5 ſo 3 60 4 24 
| Barley, Beer or Bigg, Malt, ground or bs 
E unground, when not above — |: 4 8 9 ſ% 2 6% 3 © 
| uarter of Oatmeal, when Oats not aboveſo 15 0018 % 2 6] 3 0 
1773]13George 3. For heat, and Malt of Wheat, when t 
price is under — — ſo o 0 z 4 oo o oo 5 o 
Rye, when under _ V 
Barley, Beer or Bigg, when under nne. 0: 1 86 
| Oats, when under — om 2. 0 O lo 14 oſe 0 oo 2 o 
| And, for every quarter of Oatmeal, conſiſt | : 
ing of 296 pounds, avoirdupois [(o o oo 0 Oo o oo 2 6 
| : Money of | Preſent 
nno [ABBREVIATION of the ENGLISH IMPORTATION PRICES.) the time. | Money. 
2 Anno Regis. 4 FX 4. . 
[1463 3 Edw. 4. Importation of foreign Grain permitted, when the prices, 
at home, -per quarter, did exceed 
For Wheat — — — nnn 
| Rye — — — 1 
Barley — — — 6.'3:6.0- 35. 19 
660% 2 Chas. 2.'Importation permitted, when the prices did exceed 
[For Wheat — — — 2 4 o 2 12 9 
Rye — — — © 16 u 3 2 
Beans, Barley, and Malt — — x0. 81» 24: 0 
1663/1 5 Chas. 2.\I-1portation permitted, when the prices did not exceed“ 
| For Wheat — — — en -7 
| Rye, Peaſe, or Beans PIR 2 4 223. oj iT x 
Barley, Malt, or Buck Wheat — — k 8 o K 13 7 
Oats — — — o 13 40 16 o 
1670022 Chas. 2. Importation E when the prices did exceed | 
| | For Wheat — — „ 
Rye, Peaſe, or r Beans — — D 
Barley, Malt, or Buck Wheat — — EA en 
| Oats — — — o 16 o o 19 2 
1773/13 Geo. 3. Importation permitted, when the prices were at or above 
For Wheat — — — n 8 0 
| Rye, Peaſe, or Beans 3 oo o O ot 12 © 
| Barley or Malt — — — =» ep 4 © 
| | Oats — — — o 0 o % 16 © 


* This is the act, in whieh, the inſertion of the word not, in the importation clauſe, entirely altered the inten- 


tion of the law. See chap. 2. page 57+ 


Edit. 
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Anno i 
Dom.] Anno Regis. ABBREVIATION OF THE ENGLISH IMPORTATION LAWS, 


—_— 


176 


1202 3 John. [mportation of foreign grain invited, 
121 5% 16 John. Invited. | 


1660/12 Chas, 


2. 
I1663|15 Chas, 2. Allowed, upon payment of lower duties. 
6702 Chas. 2. 


168 5 1 James 2. Regulations to prevent fraudulent importation. 


I729| 2 George 2.|Regulations for aſcertaining the price of Corn, at the time of importation, and 


— 4 


126609 Hen. 3.|Invited. 

1297/25 Edw. 1.|Invited. 

1328| 2 Edw, 3. Invited. 

I35025 Edw. 3.|Invited, 

I 360/34 Edw. 3. Invited. | 
1463 3 Edw. 4 


for Barley, per quarter, 
Allowed, upon payment of different duties, according to the prices. 


Allowed, upon payment of different duties, according to the prices. 


for receiving the duties. 


1732 5 George 2. Further regulations anent the prices, and prohibiting Corn imported, to be again 


exported, or carried coaſt ways. 


1757530 George 2 Duties, upon the importation of Corn, ſuſpended until the 24th Auguſt 1757; 
and importation allowed, duty free, in ſhips of foreign nations in amity with 


Great Britain. 


1766| 6 George 3.\[mportation of Foreign Grain permitted, for a limitted time, duty free, 
1767] 7 George 3.\lmportation permitted, for a limited time, duty free. : 
1768 8 George 3.\[mportation permitted, for a limited time, duty free, 


9 George 3.\[mportation of Rice permitted, for a limited time, duty free. 


1772]|12 George 3. Importation permitted, duty free, to the iſt December 1772. 
1773]13 George 3. Permitted, duty free, to 1ſt January 1774.—Same year the Old Corn Laws 
1 totally altered; and importation of Foreign Grain and Flour permitted, at al] 
times and places, when the price of the quarter was at or above 48s. for 
Wheat; 32s. for Rye, Peaſe, and Beans; 248. for Barley; and 16s. for Oats ;| ; 
and importation of Oatmeal, into Scotland, permitted, duty free, when the 


| price there ſhall exceed 165. per boll, weighing 8 ſtone troy. 


Prohibited, until the price exceeded 68. 8d, for Wheat, 4s. for Rye, and 3s. 


l. 
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N | „aus ber Duties per Quarter. | 
1 1 : Money o Preſent | Money of | Preſent 
3 Dom.] Anno Regis. | Abbreviation of the ENGLISH Importation Duties. | the time. Money. {| the time. | Money. | 
1 N = „ fn en . . 4. 
166012 Chas. 2. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed : 4 2 12 9|2 o o 2 8 o| 
{ when it exceeded that price — — — jo 6 8% 8 o 
4 Rye, when the price did not exceed — |: 16 o 2 3 21 6 8 f 12 © 
| | when it exceeded that price _ — — ſo ; o o 6 © 
'Y Beans, Barley, and Malt, when not above 1 6 8 fr 12 oj: 6 8 f 12 © 
we. | when above that price — — — Þ 5 op 6 o 
„ 166315 Chas, 2. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed 2 8 o z 17 7 [o 5 4% 6 5 
6 - Rye, Peaſe, and Beans, when not above |: 12 o|t18 5 [fo 4 o 4 9g 
b Barley and Malt, when not above — |: 8 o f 13 70 2 8 5 3 2 
2 Buck Wheat, when not above — — fl 8 o|t 13 7 ſo 2 0 2 5 
Oats, when not above — — 0 13 4 o 16 O o 1 4% I1 7 
1670022 Chas. 2. For Wheat, when the price did not exceed [2 13 43 4 o |o 16 o o 19 2 
when above that price, and not exceeding 4 o 4 16 o 8 o 9 7 
| | when above that price — — , — e 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans, when not above 2 0 o |2 8 o % 16 © 19 2 
when above that price — — — — ſo 4 90 4 9 
Barley, Malt, and Buck Wheat, not above |: 12 O f 18 5 |o 16. © |o 19 2 
when above that price — — _ ww 10 2 22 -2»4 
Oats, when not above — —16 oo19 2|þ 5 4| 6 5 
when above that price — — — „ 1 1 7 
| | BRITISH Importation Duties. | 
| 177313 Geo, 3. — the * of Wheat is at or above — — 2 8 © 0 6 
| Rye, Peaſe, or Beans, at or above — — f 12 © — jo 0 3 
f Barley, Bear, or Bigg, at or above — — 11 4 © — © 0 2 
Oats, at or above — — — „„ %% 00 1 
And for every 100 weight of Wheat- flour — — — 0 
Anno | — 
[Dom.| Anno Regie ABBREVIATION OF THE SCOTCH IMPORTATION LAWS. 
1454/17 James 2. Importation of Foreign Grain invited to be made either by Foreigners or Denizens. 
1493 5 James 4 Invited. ol | 
1663/15 Chas. 2. Allowed from Ireland, upon payment of a duty of L. 3 per boll, when Meal and Barley 
1 - | did not exceed the price of L. 8 per boll at home. | 
1672/24 Chas. 2. Importation of Victual from Ireland prohibited under ſevere penalties. 
1687 3 James 7.|Prohibition to import Victual from Ireland renewed, and victual, ſo imported, ordered 
to be deſtroyed. 
1103] 2 Anne. Importation of Victual prohibited from foreign parts, until the price of the Boll of 
Grain exceeds L. 12 for Wheat; L. 8 for Bear, Meal, and Malt; and L. 6 for Oats 
and Peaſe; but with power to the Lords of the Privy Council to ſuſpend this prohi- 
tion when neceſſary. Why; x | 
1741014 Geo. 2. Importation permitted, when the prices of Grain in the county of Edinburgh exceeded 
. 40s. for Wheat; 20s. for Peaſe and Beans; 188. for Bear and Barley; and 1 35. 4d. 
| l tor Oats, per 4 and L. 8 Scots, per Boll, for Oatmeal, upon payment of the 
| duties fixed. by the Engliſh act of the 22d Charles 2. | | 


—_— 


j 
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Anno 


Dom.| Anno Regis. ABBREVIATION OF THE SCOTCH EXPORTATION LAWS. 


— 


sss Mary. Exportation of Grain prohibited under ſevere penalties. 

158720 James 6, Prohibited, | | 

1663|/15 Chas. I of Grain permitted, when the price of Victual at home was under L. 12 
8 for Wheat; L. 8 for Bear and Barley; and 8 merks for Peaſe and Oats, per boll; 
upon payment of the uſual duty. 


1669/2 1 Chas. 2. All duties payable upon Grain exported removed, except one merk per chalder upon 
| | every kind of Victual, | 


2 Price of Grain per Boll] Duties per Ball. 

. Money of | Preſent | Money of | Preſent 
nno SCOTCH IMPORTATION DUTIES. the time | Money. | the time. | Money. 
Dom.] Anno Regis. . Fs d. L. CPC 


— — — —— 


1663/15 Chas. 2. Duties payable upon the boll of all kinds of | 

Grain imported, when the boll of Barley 3 
| and Meal did not exceed, at home, — 8 o o 16 0 [3 © oo 6 © 
1703] 2 Anne. A duty of 408. per boll, beſides the former 
duties, upon each boll of grain from Eng- | 
land for ſeed wins _— — — — 3. 8 9% 4 0 | 
1741/14 Geo. 2. The ſame duties to be paid in Scotland, as is | 
payable in England, upon Grain imported by 
the Engliſh Act of the 22d Charles 2. 


SCOTCH EXPORTATION DUTIES. 


1663/1 5 Chas. 2. For Wheat, when the price of the boll, is 


under — — — — 12 hn 4 O % O 5 o 6 
Bear or Barley, when the boll is under 8 0 O 16 ᷣ o o 5 o o 6 
Oats and Peaſe, when the boll is under 8 | 
merks — — — —\ 5 6 80 10 8Jo o 5 o o 6 
1669021 Chas. 2. Duty upon each chalder of Grain, exported, | | 
| when under the above prices at home — — — 023 40-18 11 
1695] 7 William. Duties upon Exportation ceaſed, and bounties | 
commenced, © | | 


= 


SCOTCH EXPORTATION BOUNTIES. 


1695 7 William. For every chalder of Grain, when the price of | A 


the boll of Wheat is at, or under, — j12 00 oft 4 © | | | 
Bear, Barley, and Malt, at or under — | 8 o 000 16 5 6 e 1 
| Peaſe, Oats, and Meal, at or under — | 6 © þ I2 ©. | f 
[1706] 5 Anne. The ſame bounties with England. | | 
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TABLE Explanatory of Sundry Articles in the preceding Work. 


: | . uarters 
Article I. -ENCLANn. of Grain 
overhead. 


From the year 1700, when the old ſyſtem of the Corn Laws was complet- 
ed, until the year 1763, that the great importation of Foreign Grain 
commenced, the Corn Trade was entirely in the hands of Britain, and 
importation of Foreign Grain was little known“. | 

For 55 years after the Union, that is, from the year 1708 to the year 1762 
incluſive, there were exported of Grain from England, 

| Of Wheat and Flour — 12,603,266 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans + 2,124,658 
Barley and Malt — 14, 617, 646 
Oats and Oatmeal — 122, 106 


Total Exportation from England, in theſe 55 years — — 29,467,676 


By the above proportion of Grain exported, it would appear, that the ge- 
neral crop of England conſiſts of about eight-twentieth parts of Wheat, 
and twelve-twentieths of inferior . | | 

Yearly average Exportation during theſe 55 years — — 535,776 


Article II.—ScorLAND. 


During the above 55 years, there were exported from Scotland, : 
Of Wheat and Flour — 105, 440 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans, 16,433 
Barley and Malt — 1,379,053 
Oats and Oatmeal — 399,878 


Total Exportation from Scotland, in theſe 55 years _ — 1,898,804 | 


Yearly average Exportation during theſe years — 8 
By the above proportion it would appear, that the general crop of Scot- 
land conſiſts of one- eighteenth of Wheat, and ſeventeen-eighteentas of 


inferior Grain. F 


\ 


344524 


Article III.—GreaT BRITAIN. 


The Exportation from Great Britain, during the above 55 years conſiſted 
| Of Wheat and Flour — 12,08, 706 
Rye, Peaſe, 4 Beans, 2,141,091 
arley and Malt — 15,994,6 
Oats and Oatmeal — Tx 


Total Exportation from Great Britain, in theſe 55 years DIY 31,366,480 
Yearly average Exportation, during theſe years g — 3 57 0,30 A 


* Vide Particular and General Account of Exportation and Impartation, Appendix No 2. 
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TABLE Explanatory—continued. 
1 5 
Article III. Brought forward. | overhead. 

During the 55 years mentioned, there were exported from Great Britain, 

of the ſeveral kinds of Grain overhead —- — — 337, 366, 480 
And there were only imported, during all that ſpace, — 1,335,907 
Balance in favour of exportation 5 — — 30,030, 573 
For the 22 years from 1763 to 1784 incluſive, there have been imported, a 

of foreign Grain, into Great Britain, — — 9,4937,14k 
And, in that ſpace, there have been only exported — — 5.966, 430 
Balance in favour of importation 5 — — 3.970, 711 

3 \ 
Article I'V.—CoNsUMPTION. 

If eight millions of people make up the population of Great Britain, and 

if theſe require 16 millions of quarters of the ſeveral ſorts of Grain 

oyerkead, yearly, for their ſubſiſtence, at the rate of two quarters for 

each perſon; and if, of that number of people, two millions and a 

half of them are employed in huſbandry, the true conſumption of the 

kingdom, is the quantity neceſſary for the ſupport of the other five 

millions and a half, after maintaining the people and cattle employed 

in raiſing the Grain, amounting to ä — 11, ooo, ooo 

Article V.—PRroDUCTI1ON. 

In years when Great Britain ſupports herſelf, without receiving or ſend. 

ing out any Grain, or when the quantities exported and imported are 

equal, the production and the conſumption will alſo be equal, each 

amounting to — | — — II, ooo, ooo 
But in years when Great Britain exports more than ſhe imports, her pro- 

duce muſt have an increaſe; and in years when ſhe imports more than 

ſhe exports, her produce muſt have ſuffered a proportional decreaſe. 
During the 55 years already enumerated, the average ex- Quarters. 

portation having been yearly — — 570, 300 
And deducting from thence the average yearly importation 24,289 
We have remaining a clear yearly exportation of — e 546,011 
Which makes the average yearly produce of theſe 55 years to be 11,546,011 


So that our exportation yearly then, was as 1 to 21 


And the importation as — — 1 to 475 of the produce. 


8 
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parters 
Article V. Brought forward. | — 
In another point of view we ſhall again ſtate the conſumption — 11, ooo, ooo 
For the 10 years from 1741 to 1750 incluſive, there were uarters. 
exported yearly, upon an average, — 848, 660 
From which, deducting the yearly importation of — 15,943 
We have remaining a clear yearly exportation of a — 832,717 


Which extends the yearly average produce of theſe 10 years to — 11,832,717 


And our exportation reached as far as 1 to 14 
The importation amounted only to 1 to 742 of the produce. 


Y 


We ſhall again ſtate the confumption being — — 11,000,025 
During the 12 years from 1773 to 1784 incluſive, there 
were imported, of foreign Grain, at an average yearly, (Marters. 
no leſs than — e — 578,358 
And our average yearly exportation, during theſe 12 years, 
only amounted to — — 286,182 
This leaves a balance of yearly importation againſt us — 311,176 


Which reduces our yearly average produce, theſe 12 years, to — 10, 688,824 


And now the average importation, yearly, is as x to 18 
While our t comes only to 1 to 40 of che produce. 


In the year 1795, there were imported, of foreign Grain, no leſs than 1, 163,407 
quarters, while there were only exported, that year, 191,007 quarters, which re- 
duced our produce to 10,027,600 quarters. 


This brought the importation nearly as 1 to 8 


While our exportation was only as x to 53) of the produce. 


Article VI._Of the Proportional Value of the ſeveral kinds of Grain. 


From the experience of paſt times, the following appears to be as near the proportions 
as can be deſcribed, without entering into fractions, which in the preſent cafe is not 
neceflary. 


Wheat, as the ſuperior Grain, muſt be the ftandard. 
Rye, Peaſe, and Beans, two-thirds 1 
| Barley one-half For the value of Wheat. 
Oats one-third 8 
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Article VI. Brought forward. 


51 


According to which computation, Wheat is double in value to the inferior Grain over. 


head: For example— 
Price or value of a quarter of Wheat ſuppoſed — 


Two-thirds thereof for the quarter of Rye, Peaſe, and Beans L. 1 8 
One-half thereof for the quarter of Barley — 1 


O 
0 
One- third thereof for the quarter of Oats — oO 14 © 


Amount of all L. 3 3 o 
Which, divided by 3, makes the quarter of inferior Grain overhead 


— 1 


Article VII. MAIN TENANCE of each Perſon. 


According to the prices in the Corn Regiſter, from 1771 to 1784 in- 
cluſive, the average prices of the quarter of the ſeveral kinds of 


Grain, are — For Wheat _ — L. 


Barley 4 

Oats ___ 

Rye adds — 
, | Beans — 


And the average price of theſe ſeveral kinds of Grain, overhead, per 
quarter, is — _ — 


1 „% O0 K 


So that the price of two quarters, for the maintainance of each perfon, 


now amounts to — 12 18 6 


And the price of the quarter of Wheat is nearly double the average price 
of the inferior Grain overhead. 
Theſe are all high prices, and clearly occaſioned by foreign 
importation taking place of our own cultivation; for when 
our agriculture was in full proſperity, the average price of 
the quarter of Wheat, for the 10 years from 1741 to 1750 
inclufive, was only — — L. 113 8 
And computing the other Grain, according to the price of 
Wheat, and in proportion to the above prices, they amount, 
per quarter, — For Barley o 16 7 
| Oats — 
MIC — 1 1 


The average price of all theſe ſeveral kinds of Grain, overhead, being 
L. 1: 0: 6; the price of two quarters for the maintainance of each 
perſon, in theſe years, only amounted to — . 


So that the yearly ſupport of each perſon, for bread, beer, ſpirits, &c. 


at preſent, exceeds the former expence in no leſs than — L. o 17 6 
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Article VIII. Brought forward. 


And if we conſider that the prices of Wheat, prior to the eſtabliſhment of the Corn 
Regiſter, in 1771, are taken from the audite books of Eton, where the Wheat is of 
the very beſt quality, and the meaſure nine gallons to the buſhel, the difference muſt 
be conſiderably higher. | ? 7Y 


Article VIIL.—Comparative State of the Quantity and Value of the Crops of Grain 
of ENGLAND and SCOTLAND. 


From the ſtate of the exportation of Grain, from England and Scotland, (Art. . of 
this Table) for 55 years after the Union, it appears that the average yearly exportation, 
from England, was 535,776 quarters; and that the average exportation, from Scotland, 
was only 34,524, which is not quite a fifteenth part of the other. 


If we are to judge of the production from this ſtate of the exportation, we muſt 
conclude that England generally produces fifteen times as much Corn as Scotland. 


From the ſame ſtate it appears, that the crop of England eg conſiſts of eight. 
twentieths of Wheat, and twelve-twentieths of the inferior Grain overhead; and that 
the crop of Scotland generally conſiſts of one-eighteenth of Wheat, and ſeventeen- 


eighteenths of inferior Grain, 


By the ſtate of the antient revenue of the Scots Clergy it would appear, that the 
crop of that kingdom conſiſted of about one-thirteenth of Wheat, and twelve-thir- 
teenths of inferior Grain. 


If we conſider that the rents of the clergy were, in general, of better Grain than 
the ordinary payments of the other rents of the country, and that the exportation was 
chiefly of inferior grain; if we take the medium of the proportions of the Grain paid 
ro the Clergy, and of that exported, we may conclude with ſome degree of certainty, 
that the crop of Scotland conſiſts generally of one-fifteenth of Wheat, and fourteen- 
fifteenths of inferior Grain, 


Computing the quarter of Wheat at 408. and that of inferior Grain overhead, at 
20s, we ſhall find that, in England, they have 


Eight-twentieth parts of Wheat, at 40s, — — L. o 16 oO 


And twelye-twentieths of inferior Grain, at 208. — oO 12 © 


Making L.z 8 „ 


And, in Scotland, they have only . 
One- fifteenth part of Wheat, at 40s. 3 — L. o 2 8 
And fourteen-fifteenths of inferior Grain, at 208. — — 018 8 


Making L. 1 x 4 


Thus the quality being about one-fourth better in England than in Scotland, and the 
quantity being about fifteen times as much, the general value of the crop of England, 
will be about nineteen times as much as that of Scotland. | 
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TABLE Explanatory—continned. 
uarters 
Article IX.—Of the Increaſe of PoyuLaTion from the Extenſion of ———1 
Agriculture. 
From the year 1741 to the year 1950 incluſive, the average yearly ex- 
portation of Grain amounted to _—_— — 848,660 
For the 12 years from 1773 to 1784 incluſive, the average yearly ex- | 
portation of Grain has only been — — 267,182 


| | The difference is 581,478 
quarters of ſurplus Grain annually raiſed in Great Britain during that period. 


And reckoning twelve people to the raiſing of every hundred quarters, we muſt have 


had 69,168 people then employed in huſbandry, more than were neceſſary to furniſh 
ſubſiſtence for the kingdom. 
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Page 10. Line 3. for are read were. 
— 24. — 12. for a read an. 
— 26. Note 4 for N 6. read No 8. 
— 116. Line 15. inſtead of was read were. 
— 122. — 9. inſtead of 7o read into. | 
— 123. — 13. inſtead of 15,193 read 15,943. 
— Do. — 15. reference wanted, Appendix, No 4. 
— 196. — 24. read mercantile. 
— 223. — 6. inſtead of raisd read raised. 
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